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GEORGETOWN — Nearly 
everyone around here has a 
flood story.

Some recall going to school 
in a boat, while others fondly 
remember springtime swims 
in the backwaters of the White 
River when it spilled into the 
fields. 

With only one state highway 
in and out of this community of 
about 125, residents pay close at-
tention to rising water levels. 

On Friday at 1 p.m. the White 
River was at 24 feet, 3 feet above 
flood stage. Emergency offi-

cials expected that Arkansas 
36, which dead-ends at George-
town, would become covered 
by floodwaters overnight, said 
Tamara Jenkins, White County’s 
emergency coordinator. 

Forecasters predict that the 
river will crest at 29 feet at 7 
p.m. Monday.

Many residents said they 
planned to stay, but others 
packed belongings Friday and 
left town. 

Bill and Christy Morris, who 
live about three miles outside of 
Georgetown, nervously gazed 
over the floodwaters that were 
about 40 feet from their mobile 

home Friday afternoon. Snakes 
slithered through leaves and 
other debris in the water. 

“I’m afraid I’m going to lose 
everything I’ve got,” Christy 
Morris said. 

Bill Morris, who works as a 
cook at a Searcy McDonald’s, 
said they will have to leave if the 
water covers Arkansas 36. 

But he didn’t know what they 
would do with their six dogs, in-
cluding four Chihuahuas.

Dealing with floods was a 
way of life for those who grew 
up in Georgetown, but the floods 
have come less frequently as the 

Georgetown residents set to flee
as flooding out of road expected
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PINE BLUFF — Major-league 
baseball player Torii Hunter 
committed $500,000 on Friday 
afternoon toward a proposed $9 
million University of Arkansas 
at Pine Bluff baseball complex, 
which will bear 
his name.

UAPB Ath-
letic Director 
Skip Perkins said 
Hunter finalized 
the deal Friday 
morning. 

Perkins said 
t h e  co m p l ex 
will be named 
the Torii Hunter Baseball Com-
plex.

The donation is the largest 
ever to the school’s athletics de-
partment from a single person, 
Perkins said.

“We are very, very grateful,” 

Perkins said. “We’re ready to 
rock and roll now. That was a 
huge component to our fund-
raising efforts.”  

Perkins said the fundraising 
committee will begin its drive 
next month, although he wasn’t 
certain exactly when.

Hunter, a Los Angeles Angels 
outfielder and a 1993 graduate 
of Pine Bluff High School, was 
traveling with the team Friday 
afternoon and unavailable for 
comment, said Larry Babcock, a 
spokesman for the Angels.

A message left on Hunter’s 
cell phone Friday was not re-
turned. 

Hunter did not attend UAPB 
or any other college. He was a 
first-round draft pick for the 
Minnesota Twins straight out of 
high school. He played his first 
major-league game in 1997. 

When Hunter played for the 

Angel’s $500,000
secured for UAPB
Baseball facility to carry Hunter name
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As a swimmer for the Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock, 
junior Chelsea Churchill is more 
at home in the pool than on a 
construction site.

But Friday, Churchill and 
nearly 70 other UALR student 
athletes swung hammers, mea-
sured door frames and braced 
walls as part of a Habitat for 
Humanity project going on in 

conjunction with the NCAA 
Tournament.

“To imagine we are actually 
going to build a house is really 
cool,” Churchill said during 
a break from nailing plywood 
onto wall frames at a temporary 
building site across from Alltel 
Arena. “I’m having a blast.”

The project, a partnership 
between the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association, Habitat for 
Humanity and Lowe’s, began as 

a way for the NCAA to help vic-
tims of hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita along the Gulf Coast, said 
Dana Thomas, spokesman for 
the association.

Now in its third year, the pro-
gram has been expanded to in-
clude other parts of the country, 
Thomas said.

“This gives us a unique op-
portunity to reach out to those 
student athletes and explain 

UALR athletes pitch in for Habitat
Students help to build home on temporary site near Alltel Arena
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As thousands of people 
watch fireworks burst over 
the Arkansas River during 
Riverfest in May, some will 
get a prime view from 75 feet 
above the water on the Junc-
tion Bridge.

Renovations on the bridge 
are nearing completion, and 
it’s scheduled to open about a 
week before Riverfest, the an-
nual three-day arts and music 
festival held Memorial Day 
weekend.

“It’s going to make that 
river flowing in between a lot 
smaller,” said DeAnna Korte, 
Riverfest’s executive director. 

When completed, the bridge 
will connect Little Rock’s River 
Market district to North Little 
Rock’s Riverfront Park, al-
though the new stairs on the 
North Little Rock side won’t be 
up in time for Riverfest.

Instead, walkers will have to 
get on the bridge via a third en-
trance at Washington Avenue 
on the north side, said Billie 
Ann Myers, chairman of the 
Pulaski County Bridge Facili-
ties Board, which is coordinat-
ing the renovations. 

“When you’ve got a quarter 
of a million people down there, 
it’s nice to have two options” 
for going between festivities 
in Little Rock and North Little 

Riverfront
pedestrian
bridge near 
completion

BY JACOB QUINN 
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Sure, it was early, but Fere-
lin Scott was starting to think 
he drove down from Memphis 
for nothing.

Scott’s been scalping tick-
ets since he was 9. That was 
40 years ago. A James Brown 
concert at the old Mid-South 
Coliseum was his first, hus-
tling under-12 tickets that cost 
him 99 cents each.

But standing early Friday 
afternoon on the corner of 
Fourth and Main streets in 
North Little Rock, he couldn’t 
sell his NCAA Division I men’s 
basketball tournament tickets 
for as little as half-price.

“Man, I paid $40 a piece for 
these tickets, and I can’t sell 
them for $20,” he said.

First he bought two tickets 
for the early session and sold 
them easily, he said. So he 
bought six more. Hours later, 
he still had four of them.

“I should be able to make 
$300 in a weekend, easy,” he 
said. “Come on, Little Rock, 
help a brother out.”

Scott was hopeful that the 
evening games — one featur-
ing Mississippi State, the other 

Scalpers
at arena
put police
on watch
Officers mostly issue
warnings to hustlers
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Flooding has some Arkansas 
farmers worried that they may 
have no wheat to harvest later 
this spring.

Some are concerned about 
having enough time to plant 
their other crops, after the wa-
ters recede and the fields dry 
out.

Stephen Wyatt, who farms 
near Rosie in Independence 
County, said all 800 acres of the 
soft red winter wheat he planted 
in the fall are underwater from 
the White River overflow. Some 
of the 6- to 8-inch tall plants are 
submerged in more than 10 feet 
of water, Wyatt said.

“We really don’t know what 
it’s going to do to it,” he said. 
“It will be the last of next week 
before we know anything.”

Jason Kelley, wheat and feed 
grains agronomist with the Uni-

versity of Arkansas Cooperative 
Extension Service, said, “The 
million-dollar question is: How 
long can wheat survive under-
water?” The answer depends on 
several factors, he said.

Cooler water and running 
water are probably less damag-
ing, and the smaller the plants 
are, the more likely they are to 
survive, Kelley said. The lon-
ger the water is on the wheat, 
the more likely damage is, he 
said. Some plants may be able 
to live for as long as three to 
seven days.

Arkansas farmers have plant-
ed an estimated 870,000 acres of 
winter wheat, according to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
That would be 6 percent more 
than the 820,000 acres planted 
in 2006. That crop, which was 
harvested in 2007, was concen-
trated in 33 counties, mostly in 

After flooding, 
farmers worry 
for crops, fields 
Acres of wheat are underwater; 
growers anxious about planting 

FRANK FELLONE

DRIVETIME MAHATMA

A recent column about 
people driving too fast down 
Van Buren Street in Little Rock 
brought phone calls from two 
residents who have something 
to say about living in and 
around the Heights. Namely: 
Folks there sure do drive fast.

Bill Shepherd called to 
talk about pedestrian safety 
— the topic of one of the very 
first Mahatma columns. He 
believes, based on personal 
observation, that people in 
Little Rock “have no idea that 
a marked pedestrian crosswalk 
means you must yield to the 
pedestrian.”

On Kavanaugh, he said, he 
was recently at a crosswalk 
when a car went by, oblivious 
to the possibility of a 
pedestrian.

“I was gesturing and pointing 
to the crosswalk and she never 
saw me. At least she wasn’t on 
a cell phone.”

Shepherd notes that North 
Little Rock’s downtown has 
bright yellow-green signs, 
bolted right into Main Street, 
that warn drivers to watch out 
for pedestrians, and it would 
be fine with him if Little Rock 
invested in some of those signs.

The Mahatma thinks the 
signs in what is now NLR’s 
night-life district should read 
thusly: “Watch out for beer-
happy pedestrians, dude!” But 
nobody asked for his opinion 
on the matter.

Another resident of those 
parts, the delightful Jo Knight, 
lives on Lee Street, about 
three blocks from Pulaski 
Heights Middle School. She 
describes Lee as a racetrack, 
all the way to Stifft Station. She 
respectfully invites the city’s 
motorcycle police to come 
early and stay late.

Such driving behavior greatly 
concerns Jo, because of all 
the walkers and runners, and 
schoolchildren, out and about. 
She’s a little bit worried about 
herself, too. “When I put the 
garbage cans out, I have to be 
careful they don’t hit me.”

Jo has put some hefty rocks 
on her lawn to keep people 
from driving on it. They get 
knocked over a lot. One of 
them even disappeared.

As for her own self, she tries 
to follow the speed limit in the 
neighborhood. This may cause 
a backup behind her.

“I can hear them cussing 
me,” she said.

All we can say is what the 
police recently told us: Call 
the Traffic Services Division 
at (501) 918-5100, and ask for 
speed enforcement.

Here comes an e-mail 
question from a nice reader: “If 
I am in a left turning lane and 
there is no oncoming traffic, 
can I still turn even though my 
light is red? Please note that the 
light is green for traffic going in 
the same flow.”

We looked up a couple 
of state laws on the matter 
of turning left. Let’s zero in 
on 27-52-103: “Obedience to 
official devices required.” 
It says that no driver “shall 
disobey the instructions of any 
official traffic control device 
... unless at the time otherwise 
directed by a police officer.” 
This indicates to our pea brain 
that red means stop. Don’t go. 
Nope. Not yet.

This reader, in addition 
to her question, tossed in a 
comment about — that’s right 
— driving in the Heights, after 
having a conversation with 
The Mahatma at UALR.

“I so enjoy your column. In 
previous years, I’ve trained 
for the Little Rock Marathon 
by running in North Little 
Rock, downtown, Hillcrest, 
Heights, Cammack Village and 
Riverfront Drive. By far, the 
least observant and dangerous 
drivers have consistently been 
in the Heights. 

“For some reason, they think 
a stop sign means to slightly 
pause. I won’t even mention 
the times that I have almost 
been hit after entering a 
crosswalk.”
Send comments to 
mahatma@arkansasonline.com.

Fearing for
their lives
in Heights
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Roger Heathscott (center) helps family members Shirley Waire (left) and Jackson Hannah out of a boat in 
his brother’s garage in Georgetown in White County. The Heathscotts’ home was beginning to flood Friday, 
and family members were moving belongings off the floors. 
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Chelsea Churchill, a University of Arkansas at Little Rock swim team member, hammers nails on a wall 
panel for a Habitat for Humanity home under construction Friday outside Alltel Arena in North Little Rock.

Hunter
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how important it is to do com-
munity service and be involved,” 
she said.

UALR is the host institution 
for the first- and second-round 
games of the 2008 NCAA Divi-
sion I Men’s Basketball Cham-
pionship at Alltel Arena.  

Students athletes from men’s 
basketball, women’s volleyball, 
women’s swimming, women’s 
soccer, men’s and women’s golf 
and men’s and women’s cross 
country and track teams volun-
teered, UALR assistant athletic 
director Richard Turner said.

“Our students just embraced 
this,” he said.

The NCAA provided $65,000 
to cover the entire cost of the 
1,300-square-foot home. Lowe’s 
also contributed $10,000 to 
Habitat for Humanity of Pulaski 
County for future projects.

The students were divided 
into three groups of roughly 20 
students. Each group was set to 
work two-hour shifts through-
out the day from noon until 6 
p.m.

Turner said he expected the 
students to help build exterior 
and interior walls.

“Basically, we are unskilled 

labor under the supervision of 
the Habitat for Humanity and 
Lowe’s people,” he said. “It’s re-
ally a neat process.”

James Scott, a junior on the 
men’s basketball team, said it 
was fun to interact with his 
teammates, as well as fans 
heading to see the tournament 
games.

“It’s a whole new experi-
ence,” Scott said of the con-
struction work. “I haven’t 
hammered my finger yet, so 
I’m fine.”

Once the frame is complete, 
the walls will remain on display 
at Alltel until Monday. After 
that, the walls will be broken 
down and transported to the 
home’s permanent location on 
34th Street in North Little Rock, 
said Megan Cole, director of de-
velopment for Habitat for Hu-
manity of Pulaski County.

“We will go pick it up and 
move it,” Cole said. “It won’t 
be completed [at Alltel], but we 
will get some of the framework 
done.”

The nonprofit housing orga-
nization has done similar proj-
ects, with homes being built off-
site and moved to a new loca-
tion. It does add to the cost, but 
for this project, Cole said, the 
NCAA is paying for the move.

When complete, the home 

will be turned over to Kenya 
Gilbert, a single mother of two, 
Cole said.

Gilbert will pay for the home 
through a combination of a 20- 
to 30-year low-interest mort-
gage loan and “sweat equity,” 
which includes volunteer work 
for Habitat for Humanity. The 
house is expected to be com-
pleted in six weeks.

“This is just a real bless-
ing for me,” said the first-time 
homeowner, who was on hand 
Friday to meet with the volun-
teers and watch her home take 
shape.

Gilbert has cerebral palsy 
and said she is particularly glad 
that the home will be wheel-
chair accessible. Her sons, 
Chase, 6, and Kendrick, 4, are 
excited to finally have their 
own room, she said.

“It is kind of hard to explain 
in words,” Gilbert said. “I am 
just ecstatic. I am just ready for 
it to be here.”

When they finished with 
their shifts, students signed the 
plywood walls and wrote notes 
to Gilbert, whom they had met 
earlier that day.

“It’s really awesome to be 
able to see who is going to be 
living in this house,” Churchill 
said. “She was [very apprecia-
tive.] She seems very nice.”

Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/RICK McFARLAND

UALR basketball team members John Fowler (right) and Shane Edwards (second from right) help raise a wall 
for a Habitat for Humanity house Friday outside Alltel Arena in North Little Rock.

Habitat
v Continued from Page 1B

The following burglaries are from reports 
collected from the Little Rock and North Little 
Rock police departments. The names listed 
are of those who reported a burglary and the 
dates are when the crime is believed to have 
taken place. 

Little Rock
72201
v 100 S. Rock St. residence, alarm, 1:50 a.m. 
Feb. 18. property valued at $4,135.

72202
v 1525 E. 15th St. business, Richard Trickey, 6 
p.m. Feb. 14. property valued at $204.
v 1800 Security Ave. residence, Geneva Dunn, 
8 p.m. Feb. 14. property valued at $1,700.
v 912 S. Rock St. residence, Jeff King, 12:55 
p.m. Feb. 15. property value none.
v 7 Hollingsworth Drive residence, Antoine 
Harshaw, 7:30 a.m. Feb. 16. property valued 
at $300.
v 1104 W. 11th St. residence, Josiah Stricklin, 
time unknown Feb. 20. property value 
unknown.
v 2120 W. 17th St. residence, Connie 
Andrews, 10:20 a.m. Feb. 20. property valued 
at $1,160.

72204
v 3322 W 16th St. residence, Henry Walker, 
1:30 p.m. Feb. 15. property value unknown.
v 2906 Boyd St. residence, Cecilia Clifton, 
noon Feb. 16. property valued at $2,100.
v 4 Waters Edge Drive residence, Ben Walker, 
3:30 p.m. Feb. 16. property valued at $80.
v 8905 W. 31st St. residence, Brit Garrett, 4 
p.m. Feb. 16. property valued at $5,100.
v 4404 W. Charles Bussey Ave. residence, 
Audrey Jackson, 6 p.m. Feb. 16. property 
valued at $100.
v 3507 W. 11th St. residence, Thomas Scott, 
8:20 p.m. Feb. 17. property valued at $3,600.
v 5022 W. 29th St. residence, Mary Tate, 6:45 
a.m. Feb. 18. property valued at $1,300.
v 4306 W. 11th St. residence, Tina Lathan, 9 
a.m. Feb. 18. property valued at $1,548.
v 2224 S. Oak St. residence, alarm, 11:15 a.m. 
Feb. 18. property value none.
v 1824 Valmar St. residence, Minnie Conley, 
1:40 p.m. Feb. 18. property valued at $850.
v 3109 W. 14th St. residence, Bobby Francis, 
5 p.m. Feb. 18. property value none.
v 819 Valmar St. residence, Bonnie Moore-
Banks, 6:30 a.m. Feb. 19. property valued at 
$430.
v 2824 Walker St. residence, Margaret 
Howard, 11 a.m. Feb. 19. cash valued at $40, 
property value unknown. 
v 8215 W. 24th St. residence, Patricia Allen, 
6:30 a.m. Feb. 20. property valued at $642.
v 1700 S. Buchanan St. residence, Tenille 
Watts, 8:22 a.m. Feb. 20. property valued at 
$980.
v  5404 Greenwood Acres Blvd. residence, 
Aries Thorns, 8:30 a.m. Feb. 20. property value 
unknown.
v 5021 W. 30th St. residence, Elizabeth 
Williams, 1 p.m. Feb. 21. cash valued at $40, 
property value unknown.

72205
v 2208 Rock St. residence, A.C. Brown, 4 p.m. 
Feb. 13. property valued at $85.
v 1724 Marlyn Drive residence, Latricia 
Henderson, 9:10 a.m. Feb. 16. property value 
unknown.
v 3219 W. 7th St. residence, Mark Foster, 11:20 
a.m. Feb. 19. property valued at $1,150.
v 3411 W. 7th St. residence, Nathan Brown, 
3 p.m. Feb. 19. cash value unknown, property 
valued at $660.
v 6401 W. Markham St. residence, Peter Kim, 
8 a.m. Feb. 20. property valued at $3,250.

72206
v 47 Hollingworth Court residence, Sharon 
James, 5:30 a.m. Feb. 15. property valued 
at $240.
v 3600 Springer Blvd. Apartment 214, 
residence, Antwanette Pettigrew, 8 a.m. Feb. 
15. property valued at $2,230.
v 1711 Main St. business, unknown, 3:46 a.m. 
Feb. 16. property valued at $30.
v 101 W. 24th St. residence, Nena Patterson, 
noon Feb. 19. property value unknown.
v 320 E. 21st St. residence, Robert Curruth, 
11:30 a.m. Feb. 21. property valued at 
$1,100.
v 1701 Main St. business, alarm, 1:24 a.m. 
Feb. 22. property valued at $550.

72207
v 1321A N. University Ave. residence, Rickey 
Freeland, 9 a.m. Feb. 21. cash valued at $600, 
property value unknown.

72209
v 4309 Base Line Road Lot 4 residence, 
Bobbie James, 6 p.m. Feb. 14. property value 
none.

v 5708 Meadowlark Dr. residence, Adam 
Niles, 8 p.m. Feb. 14. cash valued at $1,500, 
property valued at $1,475.
v 4316 Pine Cone Dr. residence, Donald 
Bratton Sr., 8 a.m. Feb. 15. property valued 
at $1,600.
v 5300 Base Line Road Apartment 10D 
residence, Valatina Williams, 7:30 a.m. Feb. 
18. cash value unknown, property valued at 
$405.
v 6 Rugby Dr. residence, Roberto Torres, 9 
a.m. Feb. 18. cash value unknown, property 
valued at $300.
v 7209 Yorkwood Dr. residence, Detrice Lett, 
3:30 p.m. Feb. 18. property valued at $100.
v 13 Wanda Lane residence, Victor Thomas, 
2:30 p.m. Feb. 20. cash value unknown, 
property valued at $1,550.

72210
v 47 Westfield Loop residence, alarm, 11:15 
a.m. Feb. 15. property valued at $150.

72211
v 1502 Green Mountain Dr. Apartment 150 
residence, Vikita Strong, 2:30 p.m. Feb. 14. 
property value unknown.
v 11920 Brook Forest Dr. residence, James 
Gartman, 7 a.m. Feb. 20. property valued at 
$4,150.

72212
v 133 Pebble Beach Dr. residence, Robert 
Bryson, 7:15 a.m. Feb. 15. cash valued at $70, 
property valued at $700.
v 3208 Hinson Road residence, Danna 
Huckabee, 7:30 a.m. Feb. 15. property value 
unknown.

72227
v 9200 Northedge Road residence, Preston 
Harlston, 5 p.m. Feb. 17. property valued at 
$100.
v 7606 Harmon Dr. residence, Brian Robinson, 
6:45 a.m. Feb. 17. property value none.

North Little Rock
72114
v 206 N. Hazel St. residence, Kenneth Russell, 
8 a.m. Jan. 23. property valued at $25.
v 1109 W. 20th St. Apartment B residence, 
Twanna Thomas, 6:30 a.m. Jan. 29. cash 
valued at $500.
v 701 Pine St. business, Carolyn Stewart, 6:50 
a.m. Feb. 4. property valued at $75.
v 314 E. 20th St. residence, Shawn Williams, 
12:30 a.m. Feb. 9. cash valued at $100, 
property valued at $2,305.
v 220 W. 7th St. Apartment B2 residence, 
unknown, 4 p.m. Feb. 9. property valued at 
$440.
v 1712 W. 16th St. residence, Frederick 
Pennington, 2:30 p.m. Feb. 12. property valued 
at $200.
v 400 W. 29th St. Room 122 business, Debbie 
Tackett, 10:45 a.m. Feb. 16. property valued 
at $10,017.
v 701 W. 18th St. Apartment 124 residence, 
Shamika Taylor, 1:40 p.m. Feb. 16. property 
value none.
v 622 E. 19th St. Apartment 142 residence, 
Seqoiyah Taylor, 3:26 p.m. Feb. 17. property 
value none.

72116
v 7601 Pontiac Dr. residence, Harold Nash, 
noon Jan. 28. cash valued at $201, property 
valued at $950.
v 1012 McCain Blvd. Apartment 5 residence, 
Julio Ortega, 8:30 a.m. Feb. 6. property valued 
at $1,120.
v 3901 Lochridge Road residence, Lucinda 
Lau, 3:28 p.m. Feb. 10. cash valued at $400, 
property valued at $1,500.
v 3901 Lochridge Road residence, Lucinda 
Lau, 6:46 p.m. Feb. 11. property valued at 
$400.
v 4713 Bunker Hill Dr. residence, Mikeal 
Brown, 8:15 a.m. Feb. 13. property valued at 
$2,826.
v 3508 Pope Ave. residence, Mary Wilkerson, 
8:05 a.m. Feb. 14. cash valued at $70, property 
valued at $3,000.

72117
v 114 Park Place residence, Erica Lacy, 4:30 
p.m. Feb. 3. property valued at $460.
v 2501 Amberly Dr. residence, Lashonda 
Jackson, 7:45 a.m. Feb. 11. property valued 
at $950.
v 929 Greenlea Dr. residence, Annette Smith, 
6:30 a.m. Feb. 15. cash valued at $60.

72118
v 3521 Willow St. residence, Ronald Byrd, 
6:20 a.m. Jan. 29. property valued at $200.
v 4201 Pike Ave. residence, Yolanda Bunch, 
7:45 a.m. Feb. 7. property valued at $3,060.
v 5705 Chandler St. residence, Kari Moore, 8 
a.m. Feb. 8. property valued at $1,950.

Burglaries

LittleRock

NorthLittle Rock




