
ARKANSAS

PAGE 1B

C90

C

C YA N  P L AT E M A G E N TA  P L AT E Y E L L O W  P L AT E B L A C K  P L AT E

C YA N  P L AT E M A G E N TA  P L AT E Y E L L O W  P L AT E B L A C K  P L AT E
80

Inside
Country tunes 
rule thanks to 
Jackson, et al.
PAGE 10B

ON THE WEB: www.arkansasonline.com SUNDAY, AUGUST 26, 2007 

 v

B
Copyright © 2007, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Inc.  

C M Y K 50 40 30 20 15 1090 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 15 10

C M Y K 50 40 30 20 15 10

C YA N  P L AT E M A G E N TA  P L AT E Y E L L O W  P L AT E B L A C K  P L AT E

C YA N  P L AT E M A G E N TA  P L AT E Y E L L O W  P L AT E B L A C K  P L AT E
80 70 60 50 40 30 20 15 1090

08/25/2007 11:53 pm PRINTED

BY DEBRA HALE-SHELTON
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

CONWAY — Four-year-old 
Noah Morris was disappointed 
in his family’s new house. It 
didn’t have a lobby, much less 
vending machines — both fix-
tures in his former home.

The red-haired boy with a 
soft spot for M&Ms and “Old 
MacDonald Had a Farm” had 
lived all but the first year of his 
life in a residence hall at the 
University of Central Arkansas, 

sharing space with kids a bit old-
er, the kind whose musical tastes 
gravitate toward The Kooks or 
Death Cab for Cutie.

Until his family moved this 
summer to more traditional 
on-campus housing, it was one 
of four living in UCA student 
dormitories as part of a faculty-
in-residence program that seeks 
to connect freshmen with their 
professors and each other. 

These dormitories are called 
“residential colleges” because 

they become centers of campus 
life and academics. Administra-
tors hope the effect will be bet-
ter grades and better student-
retention rates. 

UCA’s faculty-in-residence 
program is almost unmatched 
among Arkansas’ public, four-
year universities, but it is in-
creasingly common nationally.

The tradition dates back to 
the 1630s, when Harvard Univer-
sity was established, according to 

Professors’ families living dorm life
UCA residency program puts faculty, students in close contact

BY CAROLYNE PARK
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

Students in Nancy Wood’s 
remedial reading class at the 
University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock begin each semester read-
ing the novel The Cay.

Theodore Taylor’s book for 
preteens tells of an 11-year-old 
white boy stranded on a small 
island with a black West Indian 
man.

It will be the first book many 

of the students ever read, Wood 
said.

“This is a young adult novel, 
and I make no apologies for 
this,” she told students on the 
first day of class Tuesday. “I’m 
not trying to insult you by read-
ing this.”

The 144-page book is well-
written and addresses racism, 
a subject that stimulates class 
discussion, said Wood, who 
has taught remedial reading at 

UALR for 19 years. Piquing stu-
dents’ interest is key.

Thousands of Arkansas col-
lege students are taking non-
credit math, reading and English 
courses this fall. Called various 
names — remedial, developmen-
tal or transitional — the courses 
are designed to close the gap be-
tween what students learned in 
high school and what they need 
to know for college.

Lacking basics, some
get extra help in college 

BY DANIEL NASAW
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

Late Lt. Gov. Winthrop Paul 
Rockefeller’s mustachioed vis-
age will be immortalized in 
bronze in the corridors of the 
state Capitol, after an effort 
by friends, family and other 
supporters to commemorate 

his charitable 
works, person-
ality and prom-
ise cut short.

Boosters of 
the memorial 
praise Rocke-
feller’s philan-
thropic com-
mitment to the 
state, much of 

which wasn’t made public, and 
his unassuming personality.

“You have to really know 
Win to know what a big heart 
he had,” said Sen. Bobby Glov-
er, D-Carlisle. “He loved this 
state, he loved doing things 
for people. He enjoyed visit-
ing and mixing with common 
people as much as he did with 
people of wealth.”

Supporters also note that 
he died in office — the first 
constitutional official to do so 
since Secretary of State Kelly 
Bryant in 1975 — and that sena-
tors were fond of him and are 
sad he’s gone.

“These senators were par-
ticularly struck by the fact that 
they all knew Win, that he was 
in office, and they were serv-

Tribute
in bronze
planned
for ‘Win’
Capitol to display
Rockefeller bust

BY STACY HUDSON
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

Using the call sign that 
identified him as commander  
—  “’Ombre Six, leaving the 
‘net’” — Maj. Gen. James “Ron” 
Sholar gave his last address to 
hundreds of soldiers with the 
Army Reserve’s 90th Regional 
Readiness Command on Satur-
day.

Members of the command, 
based at Camp Pike in North Lit-
tle Rock, are called the “Tough 
’Ombres.” The command leads 
more than 12,000 soldiers in Ar-
kansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico and Texas.

Sholar, whom colleagues 
described as deeply caring and 
concerned for the soldiers in his 
command, is leaving the 90th 
— one of the Reserve’s 10 major 
commands — to lead the 88th 
Regional Readiness Support 
Command in Fort McCoy, Wis. 
At Saturday’s change-of-com-
mand ceremony, Sholar passed 
the command’s colors to Brig. 
Gen. Philip L. Hanrahan of 
Lexington, Ky., who took over 
as commanding general of the 
90th.

The 88th support command 
will be one of four regional 
headquarters across the coun-
try when the Reserve completes 
its Base Realignment and Clo-
sure plan by 2011. The plan was 
established in 1990 as a way to 
improve efficiency. The most 

recent plan was approved by 
Congress in 2005.

As a result of the Base Re-
alignment and Closure and the 
Army Reserve’s Command and 
Control Transformation plan, 
the 90th Regional Readiness 
Command will be dissolved. 
The dissolution will result in 
the loss of more than 300 jobs 
at Camp Pike in North Little 
Rock and the transfer of several 
Army Reserve generals, includ-
ing Sholar.

By 2009, the 90th will be-
come the 162nd Sustainment 
Brigade and will command 
a handful of support units at 
Camp Pike and in Missouri.

On Saturday, Lt. Gen. Jack C. 
Stultz, chief of the U.S. Army 
Reserve, praised Sholar for 
his work with the 90th, telling 
soldiers Sholar was the “best 
leader the Army Reserve had 
to offer.” 

At the ceremony, Sholar, 58, 
was awarded the President’s 
Legion of Merit for his service 
to the U.S. Army. He has served 
more than 36 years in the Army 
and Army Reserve.

Several soldiers at the cer-
emony said they couldn’t have 
worked under a better general.

“He cared as much about the 
soldiers and the soldiers’ fami-
lies, and [was more] willing to 
give, than some of the best lead-
ers since I’ve worked here,” Col. 

General bids farewell
to 90th at Camp Pike
in realignment shuffle

JAY GRELEN
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Jamie Fullerton (center) cuddles with her daughter Frankie (right) and neighbor MaKayla Coble after helping them with their homework.
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Kondwani Phwandaphwanda, a resident master and music teacher at the University of Central Arkansas, 
searches the Internet with his daughter Miriam in their dorm.
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University of Arkansas at Fayetteville students (from left) Bruna Fer-
nandes, Kim Stuart and Criston Anderson attend a remedial-reading 
class Thursday for incoming freshmen.

Rockefeller

MOUNT OLIVE — How 
long, I asked the fellow on the 
other end of the telephone 
line, have you been playing the 
piano? 

“I don’t play the piano,” he 
said.

“Wasn’t that you playing 
while your wife sang?” I asked, 
confused, recalling him at the 
front of the church.

“That was me,” he said, “up 
there beating on it.”

I met Jerry five days before 
we talked by phone. I had 
watched him banging the piano 
at the church where he rang 
the bell as a kid, and where his 
10-year-old grandson Little Jake 
now rings it.

“He swings on that thing, 
now,” Jerry said. “He’ll make it 
ring.”

On the Sunday we were 
there, Jerry Hicks beat Jake to 
the cable sheathed in green 
translucent plastic tubing.

“Did you ring it 11 times?” 
I asked Jerry after church, 
referring to the time church 
starts.

“I didn’t count,” Jerry said.
 The cable replaces 

generations of hemp ropes that 
once dangled from the belfry 
and snaked through a hole in 
the ceiling at the back of the 
church, built in 1916.

Mount Olive once had nearly 
a thousand  residents, but 
by the 1950s, with no school 
and no work, the population 
dropped below a dozen.

Then the state game and 
fish people stocked the White 
River with trout, and the tribe 
has increased to 70 or so full-
timers with as many again 
on weekends. His grandsons 
live in the house that Jerry’s 
grandfather built in 1898 and 
where Jerry was born 67 years 
ago.

Jerry banged the piano, his 
wife Barbara stood beside him 
and sang, and his third-cousin 
Boyce strummed hymns on the 
guitar. Boyce’s grandfather was 
a primary builder of the church, 
Boyce said, and his great-great-
grandfather donated the timber.

We sang “Footsteps of Jesus” 
and “Heavenly Sunshine,” 
much of which lit the church 
through the windows, which 
open out onto the woods and 
the unpaved road that runs 
in front of the Mount Olive 
Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church.

The chocolate-brown pews 
are original, built of the same 
hand-cut timber from which 
the locals constructed the 
sanctuary. The pews aren’t 
bolted to the floor, and ours is 
catty-wampus, angling toward 
the rear of the church, which 
gives me more leg room and 
the feeling that I’m sitting 
sideways to the preacher, who 
isn’t really a preacher but a 
volunteer since they don’t have 
a preacher.

Jerry remembers the July 
revival meeting when he came 
to Jesus. Y. Whitfield — the “Y” 
is for Young — was preaching, 
and Jerry’s 9-year-old heart was 
battling with his mind, his legs 
wanting to scoot down the aisle 
while will held him back.

He stood in the front of the 
church as he told the story 
Sunday, the church that had 
only open windows for cooling 
that night of the battle for 
his soul, the only light was 
from the kerosene lamps 
that smoked and flickered on 
stands nailed to the walls.

“I had been fighting it 
for months,” he said. “My 
Sunday School teacher, my 
mother, everybody had been 
witnessing to me. 

 “I remember my feet wanted 
to get in that aisle and go up 
there,” he says, “and my hands 
wouldn’t let me.”

He was sitting on the right 
side of the church, as you face 
the front, third pew back. 

“I was holding back so hard,” 
he said, pointing to the place 
“the back of the second pew 
still has my fingerprints.”

Old church
hasn’t lost 
heart, soul

BY CHARLIE FRAGO
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

SEARCY — Jamie Fullerton 
stayed at the casino over the 
border in Oklahoma until 3 a.m. 
most nights until her habit of 
writing hot checks caught up 
with her.

Barbie Coble stole guns from 
Little Rock Air Force Base in 
Jacksonville when she wasn’t 
slinging methamphetamine 
around Cabot. 

Angela Robertson broke into 
homes in rural White County to 

support a 17-year-long metham-
phetamine addiction.

They all ended up in prison.
Their children were left be-

hind with relatives — bewil-
dered and afraid.

Ten-year-old Frankie, Fuller-
ton’s daughter, remembers cry-
ing when Mom was taken away. 
Sadi Robertson, just 7, breath-
lessly recounts arriving home to 
learn her mother was in jail. 

Only MaKayla, Coble’s 10-
year-old, doesn’t flinch when 
she recalls her mother’s past.

“Which time?” she said in a 
deadpan voice when asked how 
she felt about her mom getting 
out of prison. Her tone made her 
26-year-old mother — a habitual 
offender — hang her head and 
cry.

Fresh from attending the start 
of a new school year, the chil-
dren sat next to their mothers 
in a small meeting room at the 
Wilbur D. Mills Treatment Cen-
ter last week. 

A few years ago, Robertson, 
Fullerton or Coble might have 

seen their children on the oc-
casional Saturday in a cramped 
visitation room at the McPher-
son Unit in Newport, where the 
women first met.

But a Department of Com-
munity Correction program, 
Women in Transition, now al-
lows them to leave prison up to a 
year before they complete their 
sentences. The program, which 
started last year, offers intensive 
substance-abuse treatment and 
other therapy services. Most im-

Women rebuild lives, keep kids close by
Centers help inspire convicts to stay on straight and narrow, organizers say

See WOMEN, Page 6B
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See DORM LIFE, Page 5B
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The latest figures from the 
Arkansas Department of Higher 
Education show 52.6 percent, or 
9,913 students, took at least one re-
medial class in fall 2006 because 
of their low scores on college en-
trance exams.

That’s down from 54.8 percent 
in 2005, but education officials 
said the number will grow as the 
number of Arkansans seeking a 
college degree grows.

The state is working to increase 
its number of college graduates. 
Just 19 percent of adults over age 
25 in Arkansas hold a bachelor’s 
degree, ranking ahead of only 
West Virginia.

“As Arkansas reaches out to a 
broader cross section of the popu-
lation, many of whom are the first 
in their family to pursue a college 
degree, more students will have 
developmental needs,” said David 
Belcher, provost at the University 
of Arkansas at Little Rock. 

Educators statewide are wres-
tling with the issue, trying to 
help remedial students become 
successful college students and 
to decrease the number of future 
remedial students coming through 
the public school system.

Several colleges and universi-
ties are revising their remedial 
programs.

The Arkansas Legislative Task 
Force on Higher Education, Reme-
diation, Retention and Graduation 
Rates has the task of evaluating 
the problem’s scope, identifying 
its causes and developing a writ-
ten plan to improve remediation. 
The group, created during the 
2007 legislative session, held its 
first meeting last week.

Officials in education at all lev-
els said they must work together 
for a solution.

THE STUDENTS
Students in Wood’s class stood 

one after the other to introduce 
themselves Tuesday. There were 
accounting, computer science, 
criminal justice and nursing ma-
jors. Students came from Little 
Rock, El Dorado, Dallas and Ni-
geria.

Many students read at a ninth- 
or 10th-grade level and say they 
hate reading, Wood said. 

UALR freshman Jackie Glover, 
19, graduated from Little Rock’s 
Parkview High School this spring. 
A business major, Glover said she 
enjoys reading, but she isn’t good 
at standardized exams.

“I’m not a good test-taker, so I 
wasn’t surprised I had to take this 
class,” Glover said. 

Jessica Touchet took Wood’s 
class this spring along with reme-
dial writing and math. Touchet, 
a certified nursing assistant, said 
the classes helped her prepare for 
college.

“I’m 40 years old, I haven’t 
been in school for 20 years or so,” 
said Touchet, who plans to go on 
to study occupational therapy at 
the University of Central Arkan-
sas in Conway.

There’s no shame in taking re-
medial courses, she said. “It really 
helps you through school. If you 
can’t grasp this, you won’t be able 
to grasp other courses like history 
or geography that you have to take 
that will be much harder.”

Karen Hodges, director of re-
mediation and special retention 
activities at the University of Ar-
kansas at Fayetteville, said, “Ev-
eryone develops in their own way 
and in their own time.” 

Her remedial reading students 
will spend much of the semester 
reading and discussing selections 
from college textbooks covering 
such subjects as algebra, history 
and chemistry.

“I’ll push you to be critical 
readers,” Hodges told students 
Thursday.

More students need remedial 
math than remedial English or 
reading, said Michael Gealt, dean 
of the College of Science and 
Mathematics at UALR.

Of the 18,838 remedial students 
in Arkansas in fall 2006, 44.9 per-
cent needed remedial math, com-
pared with 31.6 percent for English 
and 29.2 percent for reading. 

In instructor Tracy Watson’s 
remedial math class at UALR, 
students begin the semester by 
brushing up on fractions, expo-
nents, square roots and solving 
basic equations.

“We start off with basics to 
help ease them into what we’re 
doing later on,” said Watson, an in-
structor at UALR for seven years. 
“Once they get past the attitude of 
‘I can’t do this,’ they learn they can 
do it if they work hard.”

Watson said she tries to give 
students problems that show how 
they will use math in their every-
day lives, such as calculating inter-
est earned from a bank account.

RESTRUCTURING
UA-Fayetteville revamped its 

remedial math and reading pro-
grams after Hodges was hired in 
July 2006 to oversee the overall 
remedial program and decrease 
the number of UA students leav-
ing college after their freshman 
year.

The new math curriculum has 
more step-by-step instruction and 

the new reading curriculum in-
corporates reading from several 
disciplines to give students prac-
tice to help them in other classes, 
Hodges said.

UA has the lowest remediation 
rate in the state. Last fall 8.9 per-
cent of freshmen needed remedial 
math, 5.8 percent needed remedial 
English and 5.9 percent needed re-
medial reading.

But entering college with skill 
deficiencies puts students at a dis-
advantage. They’re trying to catch 
up on skills they should already 
have, said Paula Bradberry, direc-
tor of first-year studies at Arkansas 
State University in Jonesboro.

Of the 1,727 ASU students 
needing remediation in fall 2006, 
39.4 percent needed math, 28 per-
cent needed English and 25.2 per-
cent needed reading.

The university restructured 
its remedial reading program in 
spring 2006. Students who made 
a 15 or less on the American Col-

lege Test reading section now take 
two semesters of remedial read-
ing. Students who score 16, 17 or 
18 take one semester.

ASU also incorporated com-
puters into remedial math courses, 
which allows students to get im-
mediate feedback as they practice 
solving problems. 

Pulaski Technical College in 
North Little Rock is redesign-
ing its remedial courses with 
new technology, said Rashunda 
Johnson, dean of education and 
academic success. New remedial 
reading and writing courses began 
this semester using new computer 
software, and college officials are 
studying ways to revise the math 
program.

Of the 1,018 students needing 
remedial courses last fall, 81.4 per-
cent needed math, 56.4 percent 
needed English and 52 percent 
needed reading. Many are adults 
returning to school after several 
years in the work force.

THE SCORES
State law requires students to 

take remedial courses in English, 
reading or math if they score less 
than 19 in those subjects on the 
ACT or an equivalent college en-
trance exam.

The state’s cumulative ACT 
score of 20.5 this year was up from 
20.3 five years ago. The cumula-
tive national score this year was 
21.2.

The average Arkansas student 
scored 20.9 in reading, 19.9 in math 
and 20.2 in science.

Scores varied statewide. Stu-

dents at the Arkansas School for 
Mathematics, Science and the 
Arts, a residential school for high 
school juniors and seniors in Hot 
Springs, had an average ACT 
score of 28.2.

The average score was 22.2 in 
the Conway School District, 19.5 
in the Little Rock district and 22 
in the Rogers district.

In the North Little Rock dis-
trict, the composite score was 20.1. 
While that district’s score was up 
just one-tenth of a point from last 
year, the number of students tak-
ing the ACT grew from 320 last 
year to 376 this year, said Rhonda 
Dickey, the district’s administra-
tive director of secondary educa-
tion. The more students taking the 
exam, the harder it is to improve 
scores.

Basics
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