Motions B & C: Modifying Constitutional Passage on Officers
B.
Motion. Pete Tschumi (Legislation. Requires majority vote of the Faculty Senate to send to the University Assembly and three-fifths vote of the Assembly, provided that quorum is present, at two consecutive meetings) To amend the Constitution of the University Assembly of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, Article I so that the following section is changed as shown:
Officers of the Assembly


Officers of the Assembly shall be the president, immediate past previous president, vice president, secretary, and parliamentarian. The president of the Assembly shall be elected by the Assembly at a meeting late in the Spring semester of even-numbered years each year from among the faculty members of the Assembly who are eligible to serve in the Faculty Senate. The president of the Assembly also shall serve as president of the Faculty Senate, and may or may not be an elected member of the Faculty Senate. The term of office of the president of the Assembly and the Faculty Senate shall be two years, beginning with the first meeting of the Assembly or Faculty Senate, whichever comes first, of the following Fall semester. In the event that the president vacates the office of president before his/her term expires, a new president shall be elected to fulfill the remainder of the term of office.  The vice chancellor and provost shall serve as the vice president of the Assembly. The secretary and parliamentarian shall be elected by and from the membership of the Executive Committee of the Assembly. The immediate past previous president shall have all rights of Senate membership, serve as advisor to the president of the Senate, and have voice on the Executive Committee.

Commentary: There are several places in the constitution where there is an implicit understanding that the president term of office starts in even-numbered years and that other actions take place relative to this election time frame. However, the language in other places assumes the president’s term of office without it being stated. This change is to avoid confuse in the future. In addition, the constitution is ambiguous on what is done if a president does not complete a full term of office. In order to keep the various other constitution actions aligned or staggered as expected, it is necessary that the two year terms start and finish as expected with any vacancies being filled for the remainder of the term. The change from previous president to immediate past president is to match the existing language in Article III.
C.
Motion. Pete Tschumi (Legislation. Requires majority vote of the Faculty Senate to send to the University Assembly and three-fifths vote of the Assembly, provided that quorum is present, at two consecutive meetings) To amend the Constitution of the University Assembly of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, Article III so that the following section is changed as shown:
Officers of the Faculty Senate


Officers of the Faculty Senate shall be the president, the immediate past president, the vice president, the secretary, the parliamentarian, and special counsel resources manager. The immediate past president shall have all rights of Senate membership, serve as advisor to the president of the Senate, and have voice on the Executive Committee. The president of the Assembly shall serve as president of the Faculty Senate. The vice president, secretary, and parliamentarian shall be elected by the Faculty Senate for two-year terms. In the event that a senator elected to one of these offices ceases to be a member of the Faculty Senate, another senator shall be elected to fulfill the remainder of the term of office. The election of new officers shall take place during the first meeting of the academic year in even-numbered years after new members of the Faculty Senate have been elected. Vacancies shall be filled by election at the next regularly scheduled Faculty Senate meeting. 


The president shall preside at meetings of the Faculty Senate and of the Executive Committee, and also shall discharge the responsibilities specified elsewhere in this constitution. 


The vice president shall be the presiding officer at Faculty Senate meetings in the absence of the president, and shall also serve as vice president of the Executive Committee. 


The secretary shall be responsible for preparing the minutes of each Faculty Senate meeting and for submitting the minutes to the office of the vice chancellor and provost for distribution to all members of the Faculty Senate and Assembly. The secretary also shall serve as secretary of the Executive Committee. The secretary shall collect papers and documents concerned with Faculty Senate matters and transfer them to the UALR Archives or equivalent place at the end of each academic year. 


The parliamentarian shall advise the officers and members of the Faculty Senate on questions of procedure in order that the business of the Faculty Senate be transacted correctly, efficiently, and impartially. The parliamentarian also shall serve as parliamentarian of the Executive Committee. 


The special counsel resources manager shall be responsible for ensuring that copies of records related to faculty governance are maintained in the Faculty Senate offices and are current. The special counsel resources manager shall provide expertise to the executive committee on current policies and the historical background on important issues. The special counsel resources manager shall be a faculty member and shall be appointed by the elected officers of the Faculty Senate to a renewable, two-year term that is staggered relative to the Faculty Senate officers. The appointment shall be reported to the Faculty Senate.

Commentary: The change in the language of elections is to ensure the current practice continues without confusion occurring in the future and to ensure alignment with the language in Motion B. The change in the name of resources manager to special counsel is to clarify and emphasize the original intent of this position. At the time this position was created we could not determine a good name for the position and finally settled on the term resources manager for lack of a better term. After the amendment was approved, a law professor brought the term special counsel to our attention as a more appropriate term but it seemed too much trouble to send a constitutional amendment through just for that change. Now would seem to be a convenient time to make the change. The intent of the role is to primarily provide expert advice to the executive committee of the Faculty Senate. As a secondary role, since the person has the most need to have ready access to the records related to faculty governance, this person is to keep the executive committee’s copy of these records. The main copy of the records are maintained in the archives in the Provost’s Office and are the responsibility of the provost, who serves ex-officio as vice president of the Assembly.
