Attachment E- Academic Working Hours
Resolution.  Nickolas Jovanovich (majority vote at one meeting):
UALR students are encouraged to spend sufficient time outside of classes to master the subject content of their courses. Academic working hours include the time spent in classes as well as the time spent outside of classes on homework. The number of academic working hours can vary widely from student to student, depending on the preparation and ability of the student, the norms of different academic disciplines, and the expectations of individual faculty members. However, an average academic workload can be estimated from the general thumb rule that at least two hours of homework per hour of classes are necessary for an average student to master subject content with average ('C') grades. Thus, the minimum number of academic working hours per week can be estimated by multiplying total credit hours by a factor of three. For example, a full-time student taking 15 credit hours should plan to spend at least 45 academic working hours per week attending classes and doing homework, e.g., reading, writing, studying, etc. Mastering the subject content of courses with above average ('B') or superior ('A') grades may require more time and effort. Finally, since mastery of subject content is the goal, no amount of study time can guarantee academic success--course grades and course credits are awarded for mastery of subject content, not time on task.

UALR academic advisers are encouraged to use the concept of academic working hours during academic advising so that students are aware of the expectations for both class time and homework. Students need to be advised that academic success as a full-time student requires a full-time effort. The concept of academic working hours provides a convenient mechanism for accomplishing this.

UALR faculty members are encouraged to refer to academic working hours in catalog course descriptions, on syllabi, and in class so that students are aware of expectations for both class time, labs, and homework. Students should be informed if a course has expectations that vary significantly from the thumb rule of at least two hours of homework per hour in class.

UALR administrators are encouraged to use the concept of academic working hours to raise student awareness of the expectations for both class time and homework. For example, the description of academic working in the first paragraph above could be published in UALR catalogs and the UALR website, and the student registration system could include, not only total credit hours per semester, but also total academic working hours per semester, on class schedules and billing statements.
