Framework for the Critical Thinking Learning Outcomes and Charge to the Faculty Task Group (Revised 8/31/2011)

Overview

As the Task Force for Undergraduate Curriculum Review met with faculty, employers, board members and other constituents, we have established the need for critical thinking as a vital outcome for all UALR graduates.  We have thus adopted the following learning outcome statement:

The university should produce graduates who can think critically, solve problems individually and collectively, and exhibit creativity and innovation.

Framework

We are interested in your conclusions about how critical thinking skills can best be achieved – through a required course or courses, through instructional methods across the curriculum or through other means.  At present no coursework is presently required specifically for critical thinking either in the State Minimum Core, or in the UALR general education requirements.

We are also interested in your ideas about how these skills can be developed across the entire undergraduate degree (including courses in academic majors and extracurricular activities).

Charge to the Faculty Task Group on Communication Skills:

We need help in fleshing out how this framework can be implemented at UALR.  Please draft a proposal that specifically responds to the following questions:

1)  What skills do we want students to demonstrate in the areas of critical thinking, individual and collective problem solving, and creativity/innovation?

2)  What objectives should the university adopt to help students develop and demonstrate these skills?

3)  What type of instruction or experiences can best promote these skills?  Is this best done in a class on critical thinking or by educational methods across different types of courses (such as case studies, application and applied problem solving activities)?  Can non-curricular experiences also develop these skills?

4)  How can we require or promote instruction in majors to further develop and reinforce skills in critical thinking, problem solving and innovation/creativity?

5)  How can we build accountability to make sure that all students actually are receiving continuous reinforcement for critical thinking skills?

6)  Should UALR’s requirements exceed those of the State Minimum Core?  If so, what are the consequences of requiring more of native UALR students than of a significant portion of UALR’s large transfer population that is subject only to lesser requirements?  Are these consequences problematic?

7) How can critical thinking, problem solving, creativity, and innovation be assessed?

