
History 1311 
Dr. Anson, Spring 2018 

 

(EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THIS COURSE IS 

INCLUDED IN THIS SYLLABUS – MAKE SURE YOU READ IT!) 

 
Office Hours: 9:00-9:50 AM MWF; or by appointment, or see me before or after class, or e-mail 

(emanson@ualr.edu) to arrange an appointment. All communication outside of class and office 

appointments will be conducted through email. Students will be communicated with through 

their UALR email address. 

 

History 1311 is a survey course of World Civilization from the dawn of civilization through the 

Protestant Reformation. 

 

Course Objectives: 

•Students will demonstrate knowledge of historical events and actors, including the development 

of political, economic, and social structures, and the development of scientific, mathematical, 

and technological knowledge to 1600. 

•Students will demonstrate understanding of the impact of historical events and actors on the 

human experience over time, including the present. 

•Students will be able to demonstrate the causes and effects in the rise and fall of empires and the 

development of civilizations, including their effects on different ethnic, social, political, and 

economic groups within societies. 

•Students will be able to discuss changes in science and technology to 1600, and understand how 

technological changes impact civilization. 

• Students will be able to communicate historical knowledge in written and oral forms. 

• Students will use critical thinking and analytical skills to examine primary and secondary 

source documents. 

• Students will understand the principles of academic integrity, including how to cite sources. 

• Students will investigate the role of diverse populations in shaping the history of civilization. 

• Students will be able to discuss multiple perspectives on the past, and the ethical implications 

of the uses of history in the public sphere. 

• Students will acquire an understanding of the creation and evolution of the beliefs, values, and 

the institutions of the modern world through an examination of their past. To include the ability 

to identify similarities and differences in separate cultures and civilizations and in the same 

culture or civilization over time. 

• Students will gain a clear understanding of the process by which historians make their 

determinations of what happened in the past and why it happened. 

• Students will develop or enhance their ability to write analytically and cogently. To include the 

ability to present a thesis and organize information to justify it. 

 

Required Reading: 

The following text is required: 

Anson, Miller, Bilsky, Hanson. A Brief History of Civilization: A free photocopied version will 

be emailed to those who enroll in the course. DO NOT PURCHASE A HARD COPY. THIS IS 

A DIFFERENT VERSION. 



Optional: see last page of syllabus: 

Anson, A Civilization Primer (any edition; earlier editions in particular can be found on ebay, 

etc. for very little; new editions in the bookstore are astronomically expensive) 

 

Examinations and Papers: 

1.Title and Thesis exercises: During the first and second weeks of the course students will 

havethe opportunity to earn 10 possible bonus points, five for each of the two exercises. These 

are meant as preliminaries to the major requirement of the course, the brief papers (See below in 

#2),which will follow. For these early exercises the student is to read a selection and think about 

a particular question asked about the reading. These questions are found at the end of each 

reading and the student needs to select one and only one to use in creating a title and a thesis 

statement. The title must clearly reflect the content of the question which you are answering, 

sufficiently clear that someone not familiar with the material will know the topic; for example, if 

the question were asking why was Alexander the Great so successful in conquering the Persian 

Empire, your title might be Alexander’s Conquest of the Persian Empire, or The Causes for 

Alexander the Great’s Success¸ or What Makes a Great Conqueror? Alexander of Macedonia 

and the Conquest of the Persian Empire. A thesis is an introductory paragraph (or summary 

statement) that briefly, but succinctly, answers the question being asked, highlighting your main 

points and main conclusions. For example, again with respect to the hypothetical question 

concerning Alexander the Great, a thesis might state the following: Alexander the Great 

succeeded in conquering the Persian Empire because of the legacies of a unified state, a superior 

military, and domination of the southern Greek world, all left to him by his father Philip; 

inherent weaknesses in the Persian Empire, and Alexander’s own tactical and strategic skills. 

Your thesis basically states what you intend to prove in the body of the subsequent paper. The 

first reading is found on pp. 7-23 and possible questions on page 23; the second is found in the 

textbook, pp. 24-32, with the questions on page 32. Bonus point exercises cannot be made up, if 

not turned in on the due date for any reason, including late enrollment. Your earned bonus points 

will at the end of the semester be added to your average percentage score as determined below. 

 

2.Brief Papers/Homework: Each student must submit at least 10, one-two page papers, printed 

or equivalent length in clear long hand, answering one of the questions that follow the assigned 

primary source reading selections in the text or the single question that accompanies each of the 

map exercises (Note that the map questions may have multiple parts, each of which must be 

answered). There are 19 such exercises (primary source/map) and students may hand in as 

manyof these as they wish; their ten highest scores will then be used to calculate that paper 

portion of their grade. Answers to the questions must be based on the material in the reading, not 

on the introduction to the reading, nor the textbook narrative, nor on outside sources (including 

internet), nor on lecture. Students are expected to do their own papers; no group efforts. Papers 

will be handed back to students only in person, typically in class. Please keep your returned and 

graded papers. If there are any disputes over papers more than a week after a paper’s due date, 

you must be able to produce a graded paper. It is advisable to complete more than the minimum 

ten papers. This is both because it is difficult to pick papers on which you will do well. It is best 

to hedge your bets. Also, if you complete more than ten papers, your highest 11th paper will 

be treated as an extra credit assignment worth an additional 6% of its score to be added, as 

with the title and thesis assignments, after the final calculation of your grade. 

 



Most students who fail to complete the course successfully do so by not 

turning in at least ten papers.  Do not let that be you! 
 

Paper format: Each paper must have a title and a thesis statement (see above in #1). The body 

of the subsequent paper then supports and defends this thesis with evidence, and is subsequently 

followed by a conclusion that refers back to your original thesis, summarizing your major 

conclusions. This basic format is that followed for social science and scientific papers, and for 

business reports. If students wish, they may turn in thesis statements only for any primary source 

or map exercise two class meetings prior to the particular assignment’s due date. These will be 

examined and commented on and handed back at the next class meeting. While papers may be 

turned in early, they will not be returned until all such papers are returned. No rough drafts can 

be submitted before final submission of the paper. Questions about particular assignments may 

be asked in class, before or after class, during office hours or arranged meetings, or by email. 

Answers to the questions must be based on the material in the reading, not on the introduction to 

the reading, nor the textbook narrative, nor on outside sources (including internet), nor on 

lecture. All statements relating to the source or map material must be referenced with in-

text references. If the question asks for a comparison of different sources, you must supply 

references for both.  When you are supporting a point with information from the text or map 

you need to note the internal numbered divisions in the primary source (for example, the Biblical 

selections are by book, chapter, and verse; Hildegard’s letters by title and page number; 

Hammurabi’s Code, by numbered laws; Phaedo, by consecutively numbered sections), or with 

the maps, the page number or map name where the material appears. You must use the most 

precise reference system available. Simply place in parentheses immediately after your 

reference to the source or map the information (i. e. Gen 6:13, map 2, Phaedo 113, etc.). It is not 

necessary to quote the material; you should rephrase it in your own words. Only use quotations 

where the actual words are crucial or occasionally for emphasis. Students are expected to do their 

own papers; no group efforts. Papers must be handed in either before or on their due date; no 

late papers will be accepted. They may be submitted in class or, if for some reason you are 

unable to attend class, e-mailed to me on or before the end of your respective class on the due 

date (not faxed-- faxed papers will not be accepted). E-mailing papers should not, however, be 

a regular practice, but only used on rare occasions, when you are unable to come to class. 

Papers will be handed back to students only in person, typically in class. Please keep your 

returned and graded papers. If there are any disputes over the receipt of papers more than a week 

after a paper’s due date, you must be able to produce a graded paper. 

 

3.Midterm and Final: There will be a midterm and a final examination. The midterm and the 

final will consist of a first section devoted to identifications about which the student will write a 

brief paragraph. There will be some choice among these identifications. An identification is the 

name of a person, place, or thing, covered in the text or in class. The remainder of the exam will 

be devoted to one or more essay questions. A group of potential essay questions for the midterm 

and final are attached to this syllabus; the essay questions for the midterm and final will be 

drawn from these. Students are encouraged to think about these questions as soon as the material 

relating to specific questions has been covered. Students may turn in practice essays, thesis 

statements, outlines of possible answers to essays, in advance of the exam. These will be handed 

back to the students with written comments; no grade will be recorded. These cannot, however, 

be used directly on the day of the exam, nor can notes, text, or other materials. These exams are 



not “open book” or open I-phone exams. Notes, books are to be put away in book bags 

and/or placed under the desk; phones are to be displayed prominently on a corner of the 

desk. The final will be cumulative. 

 

Class Attendance: Class attendance is required; the student is held responsible for all reading 

assignments and all material covered and announcements made in class. Class attendance will 

be taken periodically beginning after January 22. When taken, it will be at the start of 

class. Those arriving late will be recorded as absent. Each unexcused absence will result in 

one point being deducted from your overall final grade percentage (see below). Excused 

absences include for illness, accidents, family emergencies, military activities, job requirements, 

and UALR activities. Sleeping in, forgetting class, TV viewing, chatting with friends, and so on 

will not be considered excused. Everyone is expected to be present at the time class starts and 

remain until it is dismissed. If for great and good cause you are either late or have to leave early, 

please enter or leave quietly and as inconspicuously as possible, i.e. please do not bang on 

the door or walk across the front of the room. 

 
Electronic Equipment: Cell phones must be turned off or put on vibrate when in class, unless 

they are used to take notes. Please do not talk or text on the phone in class. If an 

emergency is signified, please leave class quietly to take the call. Computers may be used for the 

same purpose. It is also permissible to record lectures. It is preferable that you take notes. 

Listening to the same material twice or more takes up a lot of time that would be better spent 

studying. If you have difficulty taking notes, I would advise that you do so anyway and at the 

same time record the material. Then, after class, while listening, go over your notes and fill in 

any gaps. Over time you should be able to do away with the recorder. 

 

Make-ups: Only the final exam, if missed for a significant reason, may be made up. There will 

be no make-up midterms or papers. As noted, students may turn in as many as 19 papers on 

different primary sources or map exercises. Their ten highest scores will be used to determine 

that portion of their grade. Students failing to turn in at least ten papers will have zeros recorded 

for those missed. If the midterm exam is missed, the midterm component of your final grade will 

be added to that of the final (the final will then be worth 40% of the final grade). Additionally, if 

your grade is higher on the final than on the midterm, your midterm grade will be dropped and 

your final will then be worth 40% of your final course grade.  

. 

General Regulations: Final grades will be computed on the following basis: 

60% for brief papers (this means that each of your ten highest paper grades is 6% of your grade) 

20% for the midterm (will be dropped if student fails to take the exam or scores higher on final; 

20% then added to weight of final) 

20% (or 40% if midterm is dropped or missed) for the final 

0-10% to be added to the above based on the number of points scored on the two Title and 

Thesis exercises 

0-6% will be added for an eleventh paper 

1% will be deducted for each recorded unexcused absence 

 

All testing and final grade computations on the basis of: 

90 - 100% = A 60 - 69% = D 



80 - 89% = B 0 - 59% = F 

70 - 79% = C (Grades will not be curved) 

 

No incompletes will be given unless approved by me prior to May 9, 2018 and then only the 

final exam may be taken at a later date. Moreover, incompletes will only be given when 

circumstances beyond the control of the student prevent the student from taking the final either at 

the scheduled time or before the end of the semester. Incompletes cannot be given for the entire 

semester's work. Moreover, all completed work counts; an incomplete is not a substitute for a 

failing grade. Finally, this class cannot be taken on a credit/no credit or pass/fail basis. 

 

Working hours: Students on average should expect to spend two-three hours outside of class 

studying for every hour in class. A twelve-hour load in the regular semester or six hours in 

summer school should be regarded as equivalent to at least a 40-hour a week job. A few students 

may be able to spend less time, but many may require more hours. If you are employed fulltime 

and/or have a family, you should take the above into consideration when planning your academic 

schedule. 

 

Students with disabilities: Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and 

practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments in 

accordance with federal and state law. If you have a documented disability and need an 

accommodation as a result of that disability, please contact me privately at the beginning of the 

course, so that we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your 

specific needs and the academic and technical requirements of the course. The DRC offers 

resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. Determining 

the reasonable accommodations you might need is based upon a thorough intake interview by the 

DRC and a deliberative process between the DRC and your instructor. Thus, if you have a 

documented disability, please contact me and the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-

7629 (VP). For more information, please visit the DRC website at 

www.ualr.edu/disability. The chair of the department offering this course is also available to 

assist with accommodations. 

 

Cheating: No student may gain undue advantage over his/her classmates by deceptive or 

dishonest means (as defined in "Cheating", Student Handbook). Anyone who engages in such 

activity will receive an "F" in the course and will be turned over to the Academic Integrity and 

Grievance Committee for University disciplinary action. 

 

Students with questions about their grades: Students with questions or complaints about the 

grading of their papers or exams should write out what the problem is and hand it in after class 

along with the paper or exam in question. This is the forum in which such matters are to be 

handled, not during class, nor during office hours. Questions regarding the material covered in 

papers or in class should be asked in class, out-of-class in person, or by e-mail. In short, do not 

argue about your grade in other than written form, but do ask about material read or discussed in 

class in whatever forum you are comfortable. Even with respect to the exams or papers, if there 

are substantive questions regarding the material, material you do not understand, do ask 

questions. Questions requiring written form are those concerning number of points given for a 

particular item (in short, any question that begins why didn’t I get more credit for this?). For 



questions of this kind you do need to present in written form an argument supporting your 

contention pointing with references to the material in your exam or paper that you believe defend 

your position. Remember one of the objectives of this course is to improve writing and analytical 

skills. 

  



SYLLABUS 

Week Date     Topic                            Assignment 

    1 1/17     Introduction 

 1/19     Prehistory pp. vii-xiii, 1-2; Title and thesis exercise  

based on Hammurabi, pp. 7-23, due 

(possible 5 bonus points; for definition of 

requirements for title and thesis, see 

your syllabus under Examinations and 

Papers).  Only develop a title and thesis 

statement for one of the questions found 

on page 23. 

   

    2 1/22    Mesoptamia pp. 2-3      

 1/24    Mesopotamia Hammurabi’s Code; paper.    

     1/26    Egypt pp. 3-4; Title and thesis exercise based on 

the Book of the Dead, pp. 24-32, due. 

(possible 5 bonus points; for definition of 

requirements for title and thesis, see 

your syllabus under Examinations and 

Papers). Only develop a title and thesis 

for one of the questions found on page 32   

 

    3     1/29     Egypt  

 1/31     Egyptian religion Book of the Dead, paper 

           2/2       Mesopotamia/Egypt Map exercise #1, pp.54-62       

  

   4 2/5       Hebrews/Israelites                

 2/7       Pre-exilic Judaism pp. 4-5; Old Testament, pp. 33-53, paper           

 2/9       Post Exilic Judaism 

  

   5 2/12     Ancient Greece p. 63  

 2/14     Mycenaean Age p. 64; Iliad, pp.78-108, paper    

      2/16     Dark Age /Archaic Age  pp. 64-65 ,  Handout         

 

   6 2/19     Classical Age/Sparta            pp. 66-68, 69-71      



 2/21     Classical Age/Athens             pp. 71-72       

 2/23     Greek thought pp. 72-75; Phaedo, pp. 109-144, paper        

 

   7 2/26     Alexander the Great    

 2/28     Hellenistic Age pp. 68-69                    

     3/2       Roman Republic pp. 145-147; 12 Tables, pp. 151-156,  

                                                                                         Paper 

 

   8                        3/5       Fall of Roman Republic p. 147  

 3/7       Augustus pp. 147-148; Map exercise #2, pp. 172- 

  178  

    3/9       Empire pp. 148-149  

 

   9 3/12     Christianity pp. 143-144; Mathew, pp. 157-162,  

  Paper 

 

  3/14     Christianity Romans, pp. 163-171, paper 

   

     3/16     Christianity                     

                                                         

   10     3/19-3/25     Spring Break  

 

  

   11 3/26     NO Class 

      3/28     Midterm  

 3/30     Hand back and go over exam  

 

   12 4/2       India: Hinduism pp. 179-183; Manu, pp. 190-207, paper    

 4/4       Buddhism Buddha, pp. 208-224, paper 

 4/6      Ancient China/Confucianism pp. 183-189; Confucianism, pp. 225-242, 

  Paper 

 

   

   13 4/9      Early Middle Ages Map exercise #3, pp. 243-249, 252- 

  254; Paper 

  pp. 254-255 

   4/11    Islam pp. 249-251, Quran, pp. 262-277, paper       



 4/13    Changes in Europe pp. 255-258    

 

   14 4/16    Religious reform pp. 258-261; Hildegard von Bingen,  

  pp. 278-285; paper 

      4/18    Expansion of Europe Begin reading the Chronicle, 286-312      

 4/20    Rise of National States pp. 300-301; Chronicle, pp. 285-312,  

                                                            Paper      
     

    15 4/23    Church and State     pp. 317-319 

     4/25    Later Middle Ages     

 4/27    Renaissance pp. 319-320; Map exercise #4, pp. 313- 

                                                                                         316 

                          

   16 4/30    Reformation       pp. 320-323 

 5/2      Reformation   pp. 323-324; last day to hand in  

  practice essays 
            5/4      Reformation Henry VIII, pp. 325-372, paper  

    

   17 5/7       No class   

   

    

                                                                     FINAL 

 

                                      10AM Class: Wednesday, May 2, 10:30-12:30 

              11AM Class:  Friday, May 4, 10:30-12:30 



  

 

                             

                                  

 

 

MIDTERM 

QUESTIONS 

 

 

 

1. How does Post Exilic Judaism differ from Pre-Exilic Judaism?  How are they 

alike? 

 

2. Compare the Old Testament readings with the Phaedo.  How do they differ? 

How are they alike? 

 

3. Compare Mesopotamian and Egyptian civilization.  What are the differences?  

The similarities?  How might you account for the differences and similarities? 

 

4. Compare Phaedo and Paul’s Letter to the Romans.  What differences do you 

note between the teachings of Plato and those of Paul?  What similarities? 

 

5. Compare the poleis of the Athenians and the Spartans.  How are they alike?  

Different? 

 

6. Compare the values found in the Iliad and those in the Book of Matthew.  How 

are they alike?  Different? 

 

7. Compare the fall of the Roman Republic and the fall of the Roman Empire.  

What are the similarities?  The differences? 

 

8.                          Why is Christianity so successful in converting the Roman Empire?   



History 1311 

Final Exam Questions 

 

 

Part I 

 

 

1.    Why is there a Protestant Reformation?  Why does it occur in the 16th  

            century? 

 

2. According to Buddha’s first sermon what are the Four Noble Truths.  What do 

they mean and how are they supposed to help achieve Nirvana? 

 

3. How does the Early Middle Ages (500-1000) differ from the High Middle 

Ages (1000-1300)? 

 

4. The Renaissance means rebirth.  What was supposed to be reborn?  Was it?  Or 

was this more a time of innovation than a return to some past era? 

 

 

 

Part II 

 

 

1. How does Islam, as set forth in your reading from the Koran, differ from 

Christianity as presented in your reading from the Books of Matthew and 

Romans; as practiced during the Middle Ages?   

 

2. How does the early Middle Ages (500-1000) differ from the Roman Empire in 

the first century AD? 

 



3 Compare the theory and practice of Greek Polis government to that of England 

during the reign of Richard I.  What are the basic institutions and their 

functions? 

 

4. Compare the teachings of Christianity as set forth in the Books of Matthew and 

Romans with the teachings of Buddha as found in the First Sermon.  What are 

the similarities?  The differences? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

                 

FOR STUDENTS PREPARING TO TAKE HISTORY OF 

                                                CIVILIZATION 

                                             (History 1311, 1312) 

 

Please read the following: 

If you are preparing to enroll in History 1311 or 1312 (first year world history requirement), at 

your convenience please take this brief twenty-question quiz.  Its purpose is to identify students 

who may have difficulty comprehending the material presented in History of Civilization.  It was 

determined in a study carried out on this campus that students who score 70% or below (missed 

six or more questions) on this quiz are more likely to experience difficulty in their Civilization 

class, and more likely not to complete the course satisfactorily.  To deal with this problem a 

specially designed study guide, A Civilization Primer was written.  In subsequent studies it has 

been shown that at risk students (those scoring 70% or below on the quiz) who used the Primer 

were far more likely to pass their course than those who didn’t.  While other students may find 

the guide a useful review, the same studies that showed the Primer helped at risk students 

demonstrated that it had no effect on the grades of students who were not at risk.  The Primer is 

available for purchase in the UALR Bookstore or through a number of online sellers. 

 



To score the quiz, use the key found at the end of the quiz.  Each question is worth five points for 

a possible total of 100 points.  In determining your score subtract five points from 100 for each 

question you miss.   

 

Place the letter of your selected answer in the space provided to the left of the number. 

 

____ 1.   France is in a) Europe; b) Asia; c) South America; d) Africa. 

 

____ 2.   A rural population is one that resides a) in no fixed place; b) in cities; c) in a 

       residential community near a city; d) in the countryside. 

 

____ 3.   Historically a democracy is a government where a) all adults get to vote; b) a  

       large group of adults can vote; c) only a few people can vote; d) no one can vote. 

 

____ 4.   Theoretically A.D. dating begins with the year a) after the death of Jesus; b) of  

                   the birth of Jesus; c) before the birth of Jesus; d) of the death of Jesus. 

 

____ 5.   Arabia is a) a continent; b) an ocean; c) a peninsula; d) an island. 

 

____ 6.   Who of the following would be most likely a member of the lower class?  a) a  

                   peasant; b) a teacher; c) a lawyer; d) a CEO of a large corporation. 

 

____ 7.   A true nomad a) lives in a city; b) lives in a village; c) lives on a farm; d) has no  

       permanent residence. 

 

____ 8.   A bureaucracy is a) a large administrative organization; b) someone who is  

                  entitled to the protection of a particular government; c) a people who share  

                  common origins, history, and government; d) the ruling body of a country. 

 



____ 9.   A group of people who believe they share a common history and culture is called 

       a) a state; b) a nation; c) an institution; d) a class. 

 

____ 10. The seven great land masses of the earth are called a) countries; b) islands;  

                  c) seas; d) continents.        

 

____ 11. Which of the following peninsulas is in Asia? a) Iberian; b) Scandinavian; 

       c) Indian; d) Italian. 

 

____ 12. An empire is a) usually a single state controlling a number of nations; b) is always 

       ruled by an emperor or empress; c) a country larger than one million square miles; 

       d) a country where the people have few rights. 

 

____ 13. Polytheism means a) belief in one god; b) the belief in no gods; c) the belief in  

                  many gods; d) any religious belief that is not Christian. 

 

____ 14. A country’s natural resources could include which of the following? a) factories; 

       b) tractors; c) human labor; d) coal. 

 

____ 15. A desert is a) an area totally barren of life; b) always hot and sandy; c) an area 

       receiving little rainfall; d) an exclusive feature of North America. 

 

____ 16. Which of the following is an aspect of culture? a) mountains; b) natural teeth; 

       c) sunsets; d) banks. 

 

____ 17. North is placed usually at the top of a map a) because north is always uphill;  

                  b) for convenience; c) because space itself is oriented toward the north; d) all  

                  rivers flow south. 



 

____ 18. Which of the following typically performs the legislative function of the U. S.  

       government? a) the Supreme Court; b) the President; c) the Joint Chiefs;  

                  d) Congress.  

 

____ 19. Throughout history religious people have shared a belief in a) God; b) gods;  

                   c) the supernatural; d) morality.     

 

____ 20. Which of the following situations is most characteristic of a traditional society?  

      a) sons learn their fathers’ occupations; b) women enjoy complete equality with  

men; c) most economic decisions are made by giant corporations; d) everyone is free 

to pursue an occupation of their own choosing. 

 

The Key is on the next page. 

  



 

 

                                                                                   Key 

    1.    A        11.  C 

    2.    D        12.  A 

    3.    B        13.  C 

    4.    B        14.  D 

    5.    C        15.  C 

    6.    A        16.  D 

    7.    D        17.  B 

    8.    A        18.  D 

    9.    B        19.  C 

    10.  D        20.  A 

 

 


