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Modern Mexico
This course is designed to give students an understanding of the political, social, and cultural characteristics of modern Mexico.  These characteristics emerge most clearly from the issues that engulfed the nation in the Revolution of 1910.  This revolution has been described by some authors as the first, great social revolution of the twentieth century and by others as nothing more than a rebellion of local leaders.  The event has had a pervasive influence on the social, economic, and political life of Mexico and many writers critique the contemporary scene from this perspective.  It is this pervasiveness that allows the Revolution to be the organizing thread for the course.

Course Objectives:


Develop general knowledge of the geography of Mexico and its relationship to historical events


Identify key elements in early twentieth century modernization that contributed to discontent

Analyze issues of leadership and alliance formation that enhanced political authority


Explore ways in which political power may be institutionalized


Develop research skill through the design and construction of a professional research proposal

Build teamwork and presentation skills through a group report on regional aspects of the national movement.
Reading Required:
The Course of Mexican History
Oxford University Press

Michael C. Meyer, William L. Sherman, and Susan M. Deeds
The Underdogs
Mariano Azuela
Assorted Articles coordinated with lecture topic

Optional Reading

A Manual for Writers

Kate L. Turabian

Grading:

Undergraduate Students

The final grade will be determined by performance on the following: Map Quiz 10%, Exam I 20 %,

 Exam II 20%, Final Exam 25%, and Event Reports 25%

Graduate Students
The final grade will be determined by performance on the following:  Map Quiz 10%, Exam I 20%, Exam II 20%, Event Reports 25%, and Final Research Paper 25 %.

Course Outline- Modern Mexico – Fall 2010
	Date
	Lecture Topic
	Readings

	8-19-10/8-24-10
	Introduction: Modernization and Geography


	

	8-26-10/8-31-10/

9-2-10 (event time)
	Historical Background

a) Pre-Columbian to Independence

b) Independence to the Porfiriato

Option 1 Report due 9-9-10
	Meyer:

Chapters 1-6 

	9-7-10/9-9-10
	Map Quiz 9-7-10
Industrialization

a) Politics of the Porfiriato

b) Social & Cultural Life during Porfiriato

c) Economics of Porfiriato

	Meyer:
Chapter 7

	9-14-10/9-16-10
	National Reaction to Porfirian Modernization
a) Precursory Movements

b) Regional Reactions to the Porfiriato


	Meyer: Benjamin
Chapter 8

	9-21-10
	Exam
Option 2 Report due 9-21


	

	9-23-10/9-28-10 (event time)
9-30-10
	The Huerta Administration
McArthur Museum of Military History:  Villa Exhibit

Report due 9-30
The Convention at Aguascalientes
	

	10-5-10
	Characteristics of the Revolution: Carranza Years

a) Coalitions

b) Labor & Agriculture


	

	10-7-10/10-12-10 (event time)
	Cultural Effects of Nationalism

a) Literature

b) Art

c) Architecture
Arkansas Arts Center Report due 10-14
	Meyer:

Chapter 8

	10-14-10
	The Underdogs
	

	10-19-10 (event time)/10-21-10/10-26-10
	Consolidation of the Revolution

a) Political Parties

b) Labor Organizations

Agrarian Reform
Option 3 Report due 10-26
	Meyer:

Chapter 8

Azuela : Entire

	10-28-10 (event time)/11-2-10
	Religion and Revolution

Krauze Report due 11-2
	

	11-4-10
	Exam


	

	11-9-10/11-11-10/
11-16-10 (event time)/

11-18-10
	Consolidation of the Revolution

a) Mexican Oil 
b) Education and Revolution
c) Agrarian Reform
Option 4 Report due 11-30
	Meyer:

Chapters 9 & 10

	11-23-06/11-25-10
	No Class


	

	11-30-10
	Labor Organizations


	Meyer:

Chapters 9 & 10

	12-2-10 
	Review
	Meyer:

Chapters 9 & 10

	
	
	

	12-14-10      10:30-12:30
	Final Exam

	


Disability Support Services:

It is the policy of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments.  If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement—such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos—please notify the instructor as soon as possible. Students are also welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143.  For more information, visit the DRC website at http://ualr.edu/disability/.

