History of World Civilization II

Spring 2011

 

Instructor: Mr. Richard Culbertson

Email: reculbertson@ualr.edu

Office hours (on-campus or online): By appointment

 

Course Description

This course examines world history from the collapse of the Western Roman Empire through the ”Cold War” and the emergence of the European Economic Community (now the EU) during the 1960s. We will consider the changes and developments that occurred as the world transitioned from the early modern to the modern period, including: the west’s growing sense of its own importance in relation to the rest of the world and their subsequent efforts to dominate others; new material and economic relations brought about by new technology and the rise of industrialization, capitalism, imperialism and globalization; conflicts over religion; the emergence of the modern state system from the earlier dynastic and feudal system; and  Intellectual, Social, and Political Revolutions and how they impacted cultures around the world.

 

Goals and Expectations

This course is designed to: provide you with a basic narrative of world history from roughly 1500 to the present; encourage you to think critically and analytically about major themes in world history: encourage you to think more broadly about what history is, and how and why we study history; and demonstrate the value and importance of history in understanding contemporary events. The course progresses thematically to facilitate an analysis of changes over time, and the political, economic, technological, religious, and social forces that gave rise to those changes. By the end of the semester you should: 

 

1)
Have a solid understanding of the major events and issues in world history; 

2)
Understand why we study history; how we learn about historical subjects, including those who have left few written accounts of their lives; and what the study of history can tell us about contemporary conflicts, institutions, values, assumptions, beliefs, and biases; 

3)
Think more critically and broadly about the world around you; 

4)
Read and think analytically and critically, and to articulate independent, well-informed opinions;

5)
Write analytically, cogently, and effectively.

 

Disability Support Services

Students with Disabilities: It is the policy of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments. If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement–such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos–please notify the instructor as soon as possible. Students are also welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143 (v/tty). For more information, visit the DRC website at http://ualr.edu/disability/.

http://ualr.edu/academics/index.php/home/policies/
It is the policy of UALR to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal and state law. Any student with a disability who needs accommodation, for example in arrangements for seating, examinations, note-taking should inform the instructor at the beginning of the course. It is also the policy and practice of UALR to make web-based information accessible to students with disabilities. If you, as a student with a disability, have difficulty accessing any part of the online course materials for this class, please notify the instructor immediately. The chair of the department offering this course is also available to assist with accommodations. Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact Disability Support Services, telephone 501-569-3143 (v/tty), and on the Web at http://www.ualr.edu/dssdept/.

 

Academic Integrity

 
All of your work must reflect your own thoughts, words, opinions, and efforts. When using the thoughts, words or opinion of others, you must cite that information in the form of footnotes, endnotes, parenthetical documentation and include the proper information of author, title, and page numbers. If you a website source, you must include the complete website address in your documentation. Use only the Chicago Style handbook to use for documenting all sources for all writing assignments for this class!  You must use quotations marks when you have written, word for word, exactly what someone else wrote.  You are required, at the start of the semester, to submit a written guarantee of academic integrity in which you state that all work submitted for this course is your own. You must also state that you fully and completely understand the definition of plagiarism. It is your responsibility to know the definition of plagiarism!! Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this class, and you will be turned in to the school if caught cheating, and you will face a failing grade and possibly harsher penalties.

 

Written communications

When you do not meet face to face with someone and rely purely on written communication, misunderstandings can often occur because you can’t see the person’s body language or hear their tone of voice. When emailing or posting, you should always be aware of the tone of your written communication.  Always be respectful to me and your fellow students when emailing or posting information.   Never use profanity or attack someone personally.  In postings, I want everyone to share ideas and debate with your classmates, but treat everyone with respect.  Inappropriate language, tone or images will result in loss of your participation grade! 

Some rules about emailing. 

· Always greet me with “Dear Mr. Culbertson” or “Mr. Culbertson”); Always use a respectful tone towards me in your emails.  Otherwise, I will not respond.  

· Please give me 24 hours to respond to an email. 

· Please be sure to communicate with me, and submit all assignments, only in Blackboard. Do not use my UALR e-mail account except in emergencies: for example if Blackboard suddenly goes down on the day an assignment is due). 

 

Assignments and Requirements

Your grade in this class will be based on the following grade distribution: 

 

Class participation:



15%

Syllabus quiz




5%

Statement of Academic Integrity

5%

 Essay tests



           75% 

 

Class Participation - Each week I will post new discussions related to the week’s lectures and readings (textbook, primary sources and video clips and photographs), and you must respond both to my postings and to the responses of your classmates. I will post new discussion questions (some of these questions will include video clips and pictures) at 5 pm each Sunday afternoon, at which point the previous week’s discussions will be “locked”.   Be sure to make at least three postings a week.  Postings are part of your class participation grade. Be sure to avoid dumping all postings on one day!

Improper behaviour either by misuse of emails or postings will result in loss of participation grade! Improper behaviour includes being disrespectful to me or a fellow student either with improper tone or use of slang and other derogatory language or images.  Starting or engaging in a verbal online fight or harassment will also not be tolerated.  If a problem arises with another student, email me and discuss with me, but do not air out problems on the class web site.

The idea is for you to use what you learned from lectures and readings and answer the questions posted by me and also be other students. When making a point, try to use information from the textbook, lectures and other sources to back up your points! You are also encouraged to ask your own questions or bring up original points about things you learned from the lecture and textbook.  For example, you can post something you observed about a photograph, painting or video clip and share your observations and analysis with the class in postings each week. Avoid simply just throwing up what the textbook says. Put in your own words and use your interpretation of what the lectures textbook and primary source readings reveal to you.  If you agree with what someone else posts, do not simply state you agree, but rather explain why you agree.

Essay Tests
There will be five essay tests where you will answer questions on the lecture and readings and primary sources.  The essay tests will be due at 11 PM each Sunday on test dates.  The final essay test is not comprehensive, and it will cover just the materials for week listed in syllabus. You should only use lecture notes, primary source documents, internet links I have posted and the textbook to write the essays.  You can use internet sources, but you must cite them and defend in your bibliography why this particular internet source is used and is reliable!    These essays are intended to enable you to demonstrate your ability to synthesize and analyse the course material on your own terms. You are expected to demonstrate that you can interpret these materials in your own words to answer the essay questions poised in the assignment.  Illustrate that you have a solid understanding of the broad themes and important developments in history and the world around you and also show how events and people can impact other events and cultures. Essays should always be double spaced, with one inch margins.  Instructions for both essay tests are always located in Assignments under Course Menu. On main page there is folder titled Writing Help with links to UALR sites that can help with your writing. Please always read carefully the essay instructions and also the writing guidelines at end of syllabus. You will be graded both on content and style.  Each test I will grade your essays, and you can see the feedback I have written for them. Please pay attention to this feedback to use for the next essay test.

Quiz

There will be one quiz given during the course. It will cover the contents of the syllabus.  You will be given five minutes to take the quiz, and you can use the syllabus while you complete the quiz. The quiz will be located in Course Menu and labelled Quiz.  The date the quiz will be open to take will be listed both in the syllabus and in the course Calendar. Instructions for the quiz will be included in the quick link under quizzes.

 

A grading rubric will be posted on the Course Menu page.  

 

 A WORD ABOUT LATE ASSIGNMENTS: Generally late assignments are not accepted unless I am notified 24 hours in advance and the reasoning is sound.  If you have a future conflict that you already know about, you must inform me before the deadline has past.  Remember it is your responsibility to make sure you get all assignments completed and submitted on time!!  It is up to you to make sure each assignment was submitted successfully!  Due dates are located in the syllabus, Course Calendar and on the Course announcement pages. In Assignments, instructions are given for all tasks to be completed.  Therefore, not knowing the deadline will not be an acceptable excuse!!
 

 Required Text – Duiker/Spielvogel The Essential World History, Sixth Edition (Volume II or combined volume) (Please note the text is required. The page numbers indicated below supplement the lectures and will aid in your comprehension of the material. The primary sources and other readings that are prefaced with Read listed below, however, are also required reading. Look at the course calendar and main page everyday to check for important announcements and due dates and links to assignments.

 

Readings and Course Outline

 

Module 1:
Age of Exploration, Trade, and Expansion

 

Week 1-2 (January 18-30):

Lecture 1: Early Voyages of Exploration and Trade
Required: pp. 332-345 & 351-355 

Read: David A. Koeller, “Using Historical Sources”

(www.thenagain.info/Classes/Basics/usingsources.html)

Primary Sources: Bartolommeo de Las Casas, In Defence of the Indians and Juan Gines de Sepulveda, The Just  Causes of War against the Indians.

Lecture 2: Protestant Reformation

Required:  pp. 363-370 

Primary Source:  Martin Luther, Table Talk

 

 

Week 3 (January 31-Feb.6) Academic Statement Assignment due on Jan. 30

Lecture 3: Rise of the Modern Nation State.



Required: pp.370-380 & 447-450



Primary Source: The Prince
 

 
 

 

Week 4 (Feb. 7-13) Syllabus quiz due on Feb. 7

Lecture 4: Empires in the Far East 

Required: Ch. 17

Primary Source: Closed Country Edict of 1635
 

Lecture 5: Rise of Modern Asia


Required: Chapter: 22 


Primary Source: Lin Zexu, Letter to Queen Victoria

 

 

Week 5 (Feb. 14-20)


Lecture 6: Muslim Empires in the Middle East
Required: pp. 162-181 & 335-336

Primary Source: Ogier Ghiselin de Busbecq Turkish Letters

 

 

Lecture 7: Islam and the West and Ottoman Empire

Required: Ch. 16

Primary Source: Mehmed Pasha, The Book of Counsel for Viziers and the Governors

 

 

Module 2: 
Intellectual, Social, and Political Revolutions

 

Week 6 (Feb. 21-27)

 

Lecture 8: Literature and Music in Early Modern Europe

Required:  pp. 380-382

Primary Source: Mozart  www.essentialsofmusic.com/composer/mozart.html
 

Lecture 9:  Modern Science

Required:  pp. 438-444

Primary Source: Marquis de Condorcet, Sketch of the Progress of the Human Mind

 

Week 7 (Feb. 28-March 6) Test One due on March 6

 

Lecture 10: The Enlightenment

Required:  pp. 436-438

Primary Source:  Voltaire, Treatise on Toleration
 


 

Lecture 11: Industrial Revolution
Required: pp. 462-475 & 499-513


Primary Source: Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations

 

 

Lecture 12:  Revolutions in the Americas
Required: pp. 444-447 & 491-499

Primary Source:  Declaration of Independence and The Jamaica Letter
Week 8 (March 7-13)

 


Lecture 13: The Enlightened and Absolute Monarchs, French Revolution, and Age of Napoleon
Required:  pp. 447-461

Primary Source: Petition of Parisian women of the Third Estate to Louis XVI And Declaration of the Rights of Man 

Lecture 14: Nationalism and Romanticism

Required:  pp. 475-490

Primary Source: Jules Ferry, Speech before the French National Assembly

Week 9 (March 14-20)

 

 

Lecture 15: Revolution and Communism in China

Required: pp. 601-609 & 651-654 & 680-693

Primary Source: Mao Zedong, Strategic Problems

 

 

 

Lecture 16: Lenin and the Russian Revolution

Required:  pp. 574-579 & 599-601

Primary Source: “Lenin, What is to be Done?”

Week 10   Spring Break (March 21-27)

 

 

 

Module 3: 
Rise of Modern Imperialism



Test Two due on March 20
 

Week 11 (March 28-April 3):

 

Lecture 17: Modern Imperialism

Required: Ch. 21

Primary Source:  A Short Description of the Natives of the Niger Coast Protectorate.

Lecture 18:  Africa

Required:  pp. 345-350 & Ch. 29

Primary Source: An African Voice of Protest 

 

 

 

Module 4:
World War One and the post war era  

 

Week 12 (April 4-10) Test Three due on April 10

Lecture 19: World War One

Required: pp.  566-573 & 580-588 

Primary Source: “Dulce et Decorum Est” and “Disabled”

 

Lecture 20: Totalitarianism in Italy and Spain

Required: pp. 609-617

Primary Source: “Catholics and Democracy”

 

Lecture 21: Hitler and Nazi Germany and Stalin and the Soviet Union

Required: pp.617-620

Primary Source: Mein Kampf

 

 

 

Module 5:
World War II and the Post World War II world

 

Week 13 (April 11-17):
 

Lecture 22: World War Two

Required: pp. 620-639

Primary Source: “Fuhrer, You Order.  We Obey.”

 

Week 14 (April 18-24) Test Four due on April 24

 

Lecture 23: The Cold War

Required: pp.  642-651 & 656-670

Primary Source: National Security Council Paper number 68

Week 15 (April 25-May 1)

 

Lecture 24: Korea and Vietnam

Required: pp. 651-655

Primary Source: Nguyen Thai Hoc, Letter to the French Chamber of Deputies

 

Week 16 (May 2-8)


Lecture 25 Post Vietnam Era



Required:  Ch.  27 &  pp.  697-713

Primary Source: “The Need for Transcendence in the Postmodern           World” Vaclav Havel


Final Exam (Test Five) is due on May 12

 

 

 

 

Instructions for Writing Assignments

 

Content

 You should cite your paper with footnotes and include a bibliography. Use only the Chicago Style handbook to use for documenting all sources for all writing assignments for this class!  
1. Your paper should always start with a well developed introductory paragraph that clearly outlines the main argument (your thesis) and points. Think of this as a blue print for your essay.

2. Your conclusion paragraph should summarize the main points addressed in your essay.  Someone reading your essay should be able to gain a basic understanding of what your essay is about by reading your introduction and conclusion.

3. The body of your essay should be where you give your reasons and evidence to support your thesis (from your readings and lectures).  Each section of your paper is part of a case you are building to support your thesis.  Try to avoid judgemental language. The goal is to understand how things were and happen in the past and avoid judging events on current standards and biases.

Style and Structure

1.  Be sure to write complete and coherent paragraphs. Each paragraph should have a topic sentence letting you know about the key ideas ahead and use the rest of the paragraph to develop it.

2. Use transition sentences to help lead into the next paragraph.

3. Each paragraph should be relevant to the section of your paper.

4. Have a well developed conclusion to your essay.

Notes on grammar

1.  Avoid the use of first or second person pronouns (“I”, “you”, “we”, “and us”) in your assignment papers.  Academic writing is supposed to be objective. 
2. Use past tense in historical writing, and try to be consistent in your verb tense throughout the essay.  Exception is when you are referring to what the author of a document says, for example, “Jefferson writes that all men are created equal.” 
3. With editing for grammar and content, it is best to take a short break and then read through paper again.  Look to see if you have made your case to answer the question fully, to see if you have developed the thesis you established with good paragraphs, good reasoning and proper evidence. For grammar, try starting to look for mistakes by beginning with the end of your paper and go backwards.  Read your paper out loud. If it sounds awkward, then that is clue to take a closer look. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: The lecturer reserves the right to adjust the above schedule and assigned readings. 

 

