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Spring Semester 2011
Brian Mitchell

Email: BKMitchell@prodigy.net
Office Location: TBA

Office Hours: By appointment

History of Civilization I
History 1311.11
1311. History of Civilization I
Recommended prerequisite:  The history of the world's significant civilizations from their beginnings to approximately A.D. 1600: the development of integrated political, social, economic, religious, intellectual, and artistic traditions and institutions within each of those cultures; significant intercultural exchanges. Three credit hours

Class will meet on Weds. evenings at from 6:00 to 8:40 in Stabler Hall, room 111
Required Texts:  Essential World History, combined volume (6th Edition )
By William J. Duiker & Jackson J. Spielvogel
How Grading is weighted:


Three exams 50%


Writing Assignments 30% 

            Home Work Assignments 15%
            Attendance 5% 

Grading Scale:


A=100-90

B=89-80


C=79-70


D=69-60
Exams:

Exams will cover all assigned readings, lectures, and class discussions.  Exams may not be made up unless I am notified at least 24 hours prior to the scheduled exam date. Make up exams for none emergency purposes will incur a penalty of one letter grade and must be completed within one week of the originally scheduled examination date.  In the case of Medical Emergencies or other monumental catastrophes exceptions will be made. If you must miss an exam, please contact me by email or leave a detailed message with contact information with the History Department. 

*Blue Books are required for exams and can be purchased at the University Bookstore. *

Writing Assignments:

There are three writing assignments throughout the course of the semester. Writing assignments should be double-spaced and use Times New Roman (12) front. Writing assignments should be three to five pages in length. Outside sources should be cited using Turabian style (http://www.libs.uga.edu/ref/turabian2009.pdf ). For each day that any paper is late, one letter grade will be deducted from your paper.  No assignment will be accepted more than three days late (That's 3 days late not 3 classes late)!  The due dates for these assignments are marked in boldface on the attached course calendar.
Writing Assignments Chart

	Assignment
	Due Date
	Maximum Points

	Compare and Contrast the lives of Siddhartha Gautama and Jesus of Nazareth (Jesus Christ). Discuss both men’s lives, teachings, deaths, and the religions that follow them.  (3-5 pages)
Additional sources:

Full text works on Buddhism

http://www.sacred-texts.com/bud/index.htm
Full text works on Christianity

http://www.sacred-texts.com/chr/index.htm#early

	Feb 1
	100

	Discuss how and why Lycurgus was forced to reform Sparta. Explain what the Lycurgan Reforms were and how they came to forge Spartan identity. (3-5 pages)
Additional Sources:

Full Text – Plutarch’s “Life of Lycurgus”

http://classics.mit.edu/Plutarch/lycurgus.html

	Mar 7
	100

	Compare and Contrast slavery in Islamic cities to slavery in the forest regions and Europeans’ notions of racially based slavery. Discuss who was enslaved and why; temporal versus permanent forms of slavery, and discuss how European misconceptions would reshape the world by creating a Black Diaspora.  (3-5 pages)
Additional Sources:

The Ideology of Racial Hierarchy and the Construction of the European Slave Trade ; conference paper : UNESCO conference: The Route of the Slaves –December 1998

http://africawithin.com/asante/ideology_of_racial_hierarchy.htm

	Apr 14
	100


Home Work Assignments:

There are two homework assignments throughout the course of the semester. Writing assignments should be double-spaced and use Times New Roman (12) front. Writing assignments should be 1-2 pages. The use of sources outside of the text book is encouraged. Late home work assignments will not be accepted. 

Homework Assignments Chart

	Assignment
	Due Date
	Maximum Points

	Discuss the impact that Confucianism had on Ancient China’s concept of family and individuals’ responsibility to their king.

	Feb 21
	10

	Discuss factors which enabled relatively small groups of Europeans to subdue much larger indigenous groups in the Americas.
	March 28
	10


Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty Statement:  
College and University regulations regarding academic dishonesty, as set forth in the UALR student handbook and other University documents and publications, will be strictly enforced in this class.  Any student caught in the act of cheating will be assigned a grade of zero points (F) for the assignment in question.  If written work does not appear to be your own, you will be questioned about it and appropriate action will be taken.

Attendance:

Attendance will be a formal part of your grade. Exams will rely heavily upon lecture material, so regular attendance and good note-taking is essential components of this class.  Classroom discussion of material is encouraged. Class attendance will make up 5 % of students’ grades. 
Classroom Manners:

Coming late, leaving early, reading the newspaper, talking, sleeping, and cellular phones or beepers sounding in class are all signs of disrespect toward the instructor and the other students.  Please be courteous and respect the class environment. 
Students with Disabilities:
It is the policy of UALR to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the University's commitment to equal educational opportunities.  Any student with a disability, who needs accommodation, for instance in seating placement or arrangements for examinations, should inform the professor at the beginning of the course.  Students with Disabilities: It is the policy of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments. If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement–such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos–please notify the instructor as soon as possible. Students are also welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143 (v/tty). For more information, visit the DRC website at http://ualr.edu/disability/.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES - CORE COURSES

1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of historical information such as names, dates and chronologies, events, terms, and concepts.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the diversity and complexity of the historical context that shapes human experience.

3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the inter-relatedness of historical events as expressed in such concepts as continuity and change, causation, interdependence of cultures, and the interaction between differing groups and societies.

4. Students will organize and articulate their ideas through an essay that presents a thesis relevant to the question. 

5. Students will support their ideas with historical evidence and will reach conclusions based on that evidence.

Course Schedule & Assignment
Jan. 24 
Introduction to the course; 
Reading Assignment: Chap. 1 pp. 4 – 28
Jan. 31      Lecture: Chapter I: Early Civilizations 

                        Reading Assignment: Chap. 2 pp. 29 – 50
                                                              Chap. 5 pp. 109 – 112 (Rise, Spread, Triumph                  of Christianity)                         
Feb. 7        Lecture: Chapter II: Ancient India

                           Reading Assignment: Reading Assignment: Chap. 3 pp. 51 – 72
                          Writing Assignment I – due date 
Feb. 14          Lecture: Chapter III: Ancient China

                          Reading Assignment: Chap. 4 pp. 74 – 94
Feb.  21        Lecture: Chapter IV: Ancient Greece

                          Test Review
                          Homework Assignment I – due date
Feb.  28            Test #1
                          Reading Assignment: Chap. 5 pp. 96 - 119

March.  7
 Lecture: Chapter V: Roman, China, & the Silk Road
                          Reading Assignment: Chap. 6 pp. 124 - 143


              Writing Assignment II – due date
March 14
 Lecture: Chapter VI: The Americas 
                         Reading Assignment: Chap.  7 pp. 145 – 168
March 21         Spring Break “No Class”

March  28        Lecture Chapter VII: The Rise of Islam

                         Reading Assignment: Chap. 8 pp.  169 - 189
                         Homework Assignment II – due date
April  4            Lecture Chapter VIII: Africa
                         Reading Assignment: Chap. 8 pp.  169 – 189
April 11           Spring Break “No Class”
April 18           Lecture Chapter XI: Africa (cont.)
                         Test Review 
April 25          Test #2
                         Reading Assignment: Chap. 12 pp.  259 - 283
May 2           Lecture Chapter XII: Renaissance
                        Writing Assignment III – due date
May 9           Test Review (Last day to withdraw from classes)
May 16         Final Exam 
Writing and Home Work Assignment Grading Rubric
	The “A” Paper


	Thesis: Easily identifiable, plausible, novel, sophisticated, insightful, crystal clear.

Structure: Evident, understandable, and appropriate for thesis. Excellent transitions from point to point. Paragraphs support solid topic sentences.

Use of evidence: Primary source information used to buttress every point with at least one example. Examples support mini-thesis and fit within paragraph. Excellent integration of quoted material into sentences.

Analysis: Author clearly relates evidence to "mini-thesis" (topic sentence); analysis is fresh and exciting, posing new ways to think of the material.

Logic and argumentation: All ideas in the paper flow logically; the argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound. Author anticipates and successfully defuses counter-arguments; makes novel connections to outside material (from other parts of the class, or other classes) which illuminate thesis.

Mechanics: Sentence structure, grammar, and diction excellent; correct use of punctuation and citation style; minimal to no spelling errors; absolutely no run-on sentences or comma splices.



	The “B” Paper
	Thesis: Promising, but may be slightly unclear, or lacking in insight or originality.

Structure: Generally clear and appropriate, though may wander occasionally. May have a few unclear transitions, or a few paragraphs without strong topic sentences.

Use of evidence: Examples used to support most points. Some evidence does not support point, or may appear where inappropriate. Quotes well integrated into sentences.

Analysis: Evidence often related to mini-thesis, though links perhaps not very clear.

Logic and argumentation: Argument of paper is clear, usually flows logically and makes sense. Some evidence that counter-arguments acknowledged though perhaps not addressed. Occasional insightful connections to outside material made.

Mechanics: Sentence structure, grammar, and diction strong despite occasional lapses; punctuation and citation style often used correctly. Some (minor) spelling errors; may have one run-on sentence or comma splice.



	The “C” Paper 

	Thesis: May be unclear (contain many vague terms), appear unoriginal, or offer relatively little that is new; provides little around which to structure the paper.

Structure: Generally unclear, often wanders or jumps around. Few or weak transitions, many paragraphs without topic sentences.

Use of evidence: Examples used to support some points. Points often lack supporting evidence, or evidence used where inappropriate (often because there may be no clear point). Quotes may be poorly integrated into sentences.

Analysis: Quotes appear often without analysis relating them to mini-thesis (or there is a weak mini-thesis to support), or analysis offers nothing beyond the quote.

Logic and argumentation: Logic may often fail, or argument may often be unclear. May not address counter-arguments or make any outside connections.

Mechanics: Problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction (usually not major). Errors in punctuation, citation style, and spelling. May have several run-on sentences or comma splices.



	The "D" Paper


	Thesis: Difficult to identify at all, may be bland restatement of obvious point.

Structure: Unclear, often because thesis is weak or non-existent. Transitions confusing and unclear. Few topic sentences.

Use of evidence: Very few or very weak examples. General failure to support statements, or evidence seems to support no statement. Quotes not integrated into sentences; "plopped in" in improper manner.

Analysis: Very little or very weak attempt to relate evidence to argument; may be no identifiable argument, or no evidence to relate it to.

Logic and argumentation: Ideas do not flow at all, usually because there is no argument to support. Simplistic view of topic; no effort to grasp possible alternative views.

Mechanics: Big problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction. Frequent major errors in citation style, punctuation, and spelling. May have many run-on sentences and comma splices.



	The “F” Paper
	Shows obviously minimal lack of effort or comprehension of the assignment. Very difficult to understand owing to major problems with mechanics, structure, and analysis. Has no identifiable thesis, or utterly incompetent thesis.




