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Dr. Jim Ross

Contact information 

Phone:  501-569-8395

Email: jdross2@ualr.edu
You can contact me on Blackboard at anytime

Course Description:

This course provides a broad overview of United States history from the 16th century to the Reconstruction era.   There are two ways to study history.  One way is to simply memorize facts without a coherent narrative.  The typical assessment in this kind of class is to simply give a multiple-choice test and call that education.  My guess is most of you learned to hate history in a high school class like that.  The other, and the way we will use, is to explore history by using a theme to tease out the meaning of the past.  The way we assess knowledge in this type of class is to write.  Although this class will cover a large time frame, we will be exploring how Americans have constructed their national identity and interacted with the world throughout the early years of the nation’s history.  This is a reading and writing intensive class.   We will be using the Norton Anthology of American Literature Volume One to tease out these and other themes.  Because this is an online class you need to stay focused and keep up with all assignments.

Required Text: 

The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Vol. One, Shorter Seventh Edition, Beginnings to 1865

Optional Text:

Paul Boyer, The Enduring Vision, Volume 1:  You may buy this text from the bookstore if you feel you do not have a clear understanding of the flow of American history.  I will have resources online that will help you with this if you do not want to buy this book.
Undergraduate Requirements for the course
To pass this class you will need to do the following:


1. Most weeks you will have two Weekly Summaries of the readings worth 50 points each. They should be 1-3 pages long. These summaries must be completed BEFORE you post to the weekly discussion question. These should be completed by Thursday evening each week. There is a template under the Information file that will tell you what is expected of your summaries.  Please follow that and the rubric.
2. You will also have weekly discussion post worth 25 points each. Please watch the Discussion board for updates.  I assume there will be two of these each week.  I will post a question each week that you will be expected to write a substantial post each week.  You will not receive full credit for just a few lines, or for not addressing the question asked.  I hope that you will engage with one another in this forum. This task should be completed by each Saturday night.
3. Five larger (3-5 page) essays rooted in research in primary source documents worth 100 points each. These essays will teach you how to read sources, make an argument, and document your claims with footnotes. These should be completed each Sunday evening of the week they are assigned.
Please know that this is the work you will need to complete the class.  I will not round up grades if you choose to not complete each assignment.
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES - CORE COURSES

1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of historical information such as names, dates and chronologies, events, terms, and concepts.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the diversity and complexity of the historical context that shapes human experience.

3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the inter-relatedness of historical events as expressed in such concepts as continuity and change, causation, interdependence of cultures, and the interaction between differing groups and societies.

4. Students will organize and articulate their ideas through an essay that presents a thesis relevant to the question. 

5. Students will support their ideas with historical evidence and will reach conclusions based on that evidence.

Calendar: Please See Blackboard for Details on this Calendar
Theme One: Native Voices: Perceptions of Native Americans
Essential Question: How did Native Americans and Europeans explain the Native American worlds?

· Stories of the Beginning of the World 
· Roger Williams and Thomas Harriot
Theme Two: Exploring the Borderlands: Contact and Conflict in North America
Essential Question: What dreams, hopes, and plans did the early explorers have when they came to the new world? 
· Christopher Columbus 
· John Smith
· Álvar Cabeza de Vaca
Theme Three: Utopian Promises: Visions of America, 1620-1750
Essential Question:  What dreams and hopes did different people have for creating utopia in the new world?

· William Bradford
· John Winthrop
· Anne Bradstreet and Edward Taylor
· Mary Rowlandson and Sarah Kemble Knight
· Cotton Mather
Theme Four: The Spirit of Nationalism: Declaring Independence, 1710-1850
Essential Question:  How have differing Americans understood and conceptualized freedom and liberty?

· Jonathan Edwards and Benjamin Franklin
· Thomas Jefferson and J. Hector St. John de Crèvecoeur
· Phyllis Wheatley and William Apess
· John Adams, Thomas Paine, The Federalist
· Olaudah Equiano
· Ralph Waldo Emerson and Margaret Fuller
· Margret Fuller
Theme Five: “Masculine Heroes”: American Expansion, 1820-1865

Essential Question: How did differing Americans responded to American expansion in the early 19th century?

· Native Americans: Context and Conflict

· James Fenimore Cooper, Catharine Maria Sedgwick, and the Cherokee Memorialists
· Walt Whitman and the Corridos
Theme Six: Gothic Undercurrents: The American Experience, 1820-1865


Essential Question:  How did differing Americans understand, react to, and explain the changes that were going on in the early part of the 19th century?
· Herman Melville and Washington Irving
· Emily Dickinson, Edgar Allen Poe, and Charles Brockden Brown
· Nathaniel Hawthorne, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and Henry Ward Beecher
· Henry David Thoreau
Theme Seven: Slavery and Freedom: Race and Identity in Antebellum America
Essential Question: How did differing Americans explain and react to the tension between freedom and slavery?
· Slavery, Race, and the Making of American Literature

· Lydia Maria Child, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Helen Hunt Jackson
· Abraham Lincoln and Sorrow Songs
· William Craft, Frederick Douglass, and Harriet Jacobs
UALR statement on plagiarism and academic dishonesty 

College and University regulations regarding academic dishonesty, as set forth in the UALR student handbook and other University documents and publications, will be strictly enforced in this class.  Any student caught in the act of cheating will be assigned a grade of zero points (F) for the assignment in question.  If written work does not appear to be your own, you will be questioned about it and appropriate action will be taken.

UALR statement on students with disabilities 

Students with Disabilities: It is the policy of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments. If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement–such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos–please notify the instructor as soon as possible. Students are also welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143 (v/tty). For more information, visit the DRC website at http://ualr.edu/disability/.

The UALR policy statement on web accessibility 

It is the policy and practice of UALR to make all web information accessible to students with disabilities.  If you, as a student with a disability, have difficulty accessing any part of any online course materials for this class, please notify the instructor immediately.

Weather Policy. 

UALR closes for inclement weather when the Little Rock public schools close.  If UALR is open yet the roads in your community are dangerous, you should use your own judgment about attending class.  However, it is your responsibility to inform your instructor that it is too dangerous for you to travel to Little Rock before class meets.  It is also your responsibility to speak to the instructor about making up missed work.
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