History of Conservatism since 1945
Senior History Seminar
Dr. Jim Ross

Phone:  501-569-8395

Email:
Jdross2@ualr.edu
Course Description:
The post World War II conservative movement began as an intellectual movement that was never unified.  At the same time that these intellectuals were beginning to imagine post-New Deal society, politicians began to campaign and run against the New Deal.  These ideas and new political visions were accepted by more and more Americans after World War II as the social context of the United States was changing.  The new social context created a plausibility structure that allowed these ideas to take a foothold among a diverse group of men and women who had at one time been part of the New Deal coalition.  As more and more whites came into contact with the leviathan of the federal government they groped around for ideas to fight back with.  Suburbanites of the American west and east, rural men and women in the south and Midwest, and inner city white residents around the country found the government to be out of control and no longer on their side and were attracted to the conservative ideas and political movements of the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s.  
Texts: 
Donald T. Critchlow, The Conservative Ascendancy: How the GOP Right Made Political History
Ronald Story and Bruce Laurie, The Rise of Conservatism in America, 1945-2000: A Brief History with Documents

Articles and Primary sources posted on Blackboard or handed out in class
Requirements for the course.    

This is a senior history seminar.  You will be responsible for researching and writing an original essay on a topic that you select in consultation with me. This essay needs to be between 15-20 pages. Because this is a reading intensive class you are expected to be at every class and your final grade will be largely dictated by how you participate in class.  Participation is not an option in this class; it is the very essence of what we will be doing each week.  What I most need from you is your participation.  I will be prepared and excited each class and I will expect you to do the same.  It will be up to you to understand the syllabus and to keep up with the readings.  Readings will be from the books assigned and from Blackboard, where required and optional articles, videos, documents, and audio will be found

Schedule:  

This class will have three components.  First we will cover the history of the conservative movement from 1945-2011.  Second we will study the historiography of the conservative movement.  These historiography days will be called “Explaining the Conservative Turn.” Third, you will be responsible for the original essay described above.
August 19 – Introduction to the class
Theme One: Conservative Intellectual Movements:
August 22: Explaining the Conservative Turn: Conservatives as an Intellectual Movement
· Alan Brinkley, The Problem of Conservatism, 1994
· Leo P. Ribuffo, Why is There so Much Conservatism in the United States and Why                              Do So Few Historians Know Anything About It?, 1994

· Jennifer Burns, In Retrospect: George Nash’s The Conservative Intellectual Movement in America Since 1945,  2004


 August 24: Libertarian Conservative Intellectuals, 1935-1970
· Critchlow, Introduction and pp. 6-26

· Story and Laurie, p. 66-68
· Albert Jay Nock, “Radical Individualism: The State as the Enemy” 
· F. A. Hayek, “Resurrecting the Abandoned Road”

· Milton Friedman, “Defining Principles: Capitalism and Freedom

· Mt. Pelien Society
August 26: Libertarian Conservative Intellectuals, 1935-1970
· Critchlow, pp 6-26
· Story and Laurie, 66-68
· Murray N. Rothbard, “Why be a Libertarian?”

· Frank S. Meyer, “Libertarianism or Libertinism?”

· Murray N. Rothbard, “What is Libertarianism?”

· F. A. Hayek, “Why I am not a Conservative”

August 29: Traditionalist Conservative Intellectuals, 1935-1970
· Critchlow, pp.6-26

· Story and Laurie, p. 46-48
· Richard M. Weaver, “The Quest for Order

· Russell Kirk, “The Conservative Mind”
August 31: Traditionalist Conservative Intellectuals, 1935-1970
· Critchlow, pp. 6-26

· Story and Laurie, 46-48
· Frank S. Myer, “A Rebel in Search of a Tradition”

· Willmoore Kendall, “Equality as a Conservative Principle”
September 2: Anti-Communist Conservative Intellectuals, 1945-1965
· Critchlow, pp. 26-37 

· Story and Laurie, p.43-46
· Whittaker Chambers, “Witness”

· Gerhart Niemeyer, “The Communist Mind”

· James Burnham, “Communism: the Struggle for the World”
September 5 – OUT FOR LABOR DAY
September 7: Anti-Communist Conservative Intellectuals, 1945-1965

· Critchlow, pp. 36-37

· Story and Laurie, 43-46
· William F. Buckley, Jr., “Krushchev at the UN: The Damage We Have Done to Ourselves”

· The Hungary Pledge

Theme Two:  Social Context for American Conservatism:

September 9: Explaining the Conservative Turn: Race, part one
· Jonathan Rieder, The Rise of the “Silent Majority”, 1989

· Sugrue, Crabgrass-Roots Politics: Race, Rights, and the Reaction against Liberalism in the Urban North, 1940-1964, 1995

· Dan T. Carter, Legacy of Rage: George Wallace and the Transformation of American Politics, 1996
September 12: Economic Growth after World War II
· Warren Susman, “Did Success Spoil the United States?: Dual Representations in Postwar America
September 14: Suburban Growth after World War II
· Kenneth T. Jackson, Chapters 11, 13, and 14 from Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States

September 16: Minority Freedom Struggles after World War II
· George Lipsitz, The Possessive investment of Whiteness

· Story and Laurie, 52-54

September 19: Business Propaganda, 1936-1970
· GE Propaganda
· Elizabeth A. Fones-Wolf, Chapters 1 and 2 from Selling Enterprise: The Business Assault on Labor and Liberalism, 1945-1960

September 21: Explaining the Conservative Turn: Race, part two

· Flamm, The Politics of Law and Order, 2003

· Matthew Lassiter, The Suburban Origins of “Color Blind” Conservatism: Middle Class Consciousness in the Charlotte Bussing Crisis, 2004

· David Chappell, Did Racists Create the Suburban Nation?, 2007
 Theme Three:  Conservatism as a Political Movement:


September 23:  Forming Groups: The National Review and Fussionism
· Critchlow, pp 21-26
· Story and Laurie, p. 49-51
· William F. Buckley, Jr., “National Review: Statement of Intentions”

· William F. Buckley, Jr., “National Review: Credenda and Statement of Principles”

· Frank S. Meyer, “A Rebel Finds His Tradition”
September 26: Forming Groups: The John Birch Society: Foot Soldiers of the Revolution
· Critchlow, pp. 56-60 

· Story and Laurie, p. 54-59
September 28: Forming Groups: Young Americans for Freedom: Seedbed for Future Leaders
· Critchlow, pp.56-60 

· Story and Laurie, p. 64-65
· William F. Buckley, Jr., “The Young Americans for Freedom”
September 30: Conservatives and the Republican Party of the 1950s
· Critchlow, pp. 37-40 

· Story and Laurie, p. 40-43 and 52-54
· Richard Weaver, “Integration is Communization”

· Barry Goldwater, “I Sense Here a Realignment of Southern Conservative Democrats”

· William Buckley, “Letter on States Rights”
October 3: Conservatives and the Cold War Investigations
· Critchlow, 26-37

· Story and Laurie, 40-46,  54-59

· Excerpt from HUAC

October 5: Explaining the Conservative Turn: Anticommunism at the Grassroots
· Lisa McGirr, Chapter Two of Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New American Right

· Arlene Stein, “The Oranging of America” (2001)

· Heather Thompson, “Rescuing the Right” (2002)

· John Howard, “Coming to Terms with the Right” (2002)
October 7: Conservatives and John Kennedy and LBJ
· Critchlow, pp. 41-56 and 60-66 

· Everett Dirksen, “A Conservative Speaks in Favor of Civil Rights”

· Barry Goldwater, “A Conservative Opposes The Civil Rights Act”

October 10: Conservatives, Barry Goldwater, and the Election of 1964

· Critchlow, pp. 66-76  

· Story and Laurie, p. 59-63 and 69-72

· Barry Goldwater, “The Conscience of A Conservative”

· Phyllis Schlafly, “A Choice, Not an Echo”

· Barry Goldwater, “Extremism in the Defense of Liberty: The Republican National Convention Acceptance Address”

October 12: Conservatives and Richard Nixon: Domestic Policy
· Critchlow, pp. 77-103 

· Story and Laurie,  84-87 and 89-90 and 90-93
· William A. Rusher, “An Emerging Conservative Majority”

· Samuel Francis, “Message from MARs: The Social Politics of the New Right

October 14: Conservatives, Spiro Agnew, Richard Nixon, and the Quest for Law and Order 
· Critchlow, pp. 77-103 

· Story and Laurie, p. 77-80 and 81-84
· Nixon Documents
October 17: Conservatives and Richard Nixon: Foreign Policy
· Critchlow, pp. 77-103 

· Donald Rumsfeld and Paul Nitze, “The Cold War and the Arms Race”

· Nixon Documents
October 19: Explaining the Conservative Turn: Economic Explanations
· Kim Phillips-Fein, Top Down Revolution: Businessmen, Intellectuals, and Politicians Against the New Deal, 1945-1964

· Self, Prelude to the Tax Revolt: The Politics of the ‘Tax Dollar’ in Postwar California  2006
· Alice O’Connor, Financing the Counterrevolution, 2008
October 21: The Rise of the Neo-Cons and Conservative Think Tanks
· Critchlow, pp. 104-122 

· Story and Laurie, 97-100
· Irving Kristol, “Why Big Business is Good for America”

· Stephen J. Tonsor, “Why I am Not a Neoconservative”
October 24: The New Right as an Intellectual Movement: Francis Schaeffer
· Schaeffer Documents
October 26: The New Right as an Activist Movement: Phyllis Schlafly and Paul Weyrich
· Story and Laurie, 103-107

· Phyllis Schlafly, “What’s wrong with Equal Rights for Women?”
· Paul Weyrich, Video on YouTube
· Paul Weyrich, Letter to Conservatives, February 16, 1999
October 28: The New Right as an Organization: The Moral Majority
· Story and Laurie, 114-117

· You Tube Video
October 31: Conservatives and Gerald Ford
· Critchlow, pp. 123-152 

· Story and Laurie, 94-96 and 100-103
November 2: Conservatives and Jimmy Carter
· Critchlow, pp. 153-169 

· Story and Laurie, 107-110 and 110-113
· Paul Craig Roberts, “The Breakdown of the Keynesian Model”
November 4: Explaining the Conservative Turn: Religious Explanations
· Flipse, Below-the-belt politics : protestant evangelicals, abortion, and the foundation of the new religious right, 1960-75, 2003

· Bethany Moreton, Why is there So Much Sex in Christian Conservatism and Why Do So Few Historians Care Anything About it? (200)
· Daniel K. Williams, Jerry Falwell’s Sunbelt Politics: The Regional Origins of the Moral Majority (2010)

November 7: The Reagan Decade: Economic Policy
· Critchlow, pp. 169-219 

· Story and Laurie, 118-121 and 122-125 and 134-139
· George Will, “A Conservative Welfare State”

· Charles Murray, “The Constraints on Helping”

· Ronald Reagan Collection of Documents

November 9: The Reagan Decade: Cold War Policy
· Critchlow, pp. 169-219 

· Story and Laurie, 

· Ronald Reagan Collection of Documents

November 11: The Reagan Decade: Social Policy
· Critchlow, pp. 169-219 

· Story and Laurie, 126-129 and 129-132 and 132-134 and 139-143
· Ronald Reagan Collection of Documents

November 14: Explaining the Conservative Turn: Gendered Explanations
· Nickerson, Moral Mothers and Goldwater Girls, 2003

· Critchlow, Conservatism reconsidered : Phyllis Schlafly and grassroots conservatism,  2003
November 16: George H. W. Bush and Conservatives
· Critchlow, pp.220-240 

· Story and Laurie, 143-146
· Patrick J. Buchanan, “A Republic, Not an Empire”
November 18: Bill Clinton and the Return of the Democrats
· Critchlow, pp.240-255 

· Story and Laurie, 147-148 and 153-157 and 158-160 and 160-163
November 21 Gingrich, the 1994 Election and Conservatives 
· Critchlow, pp. 240-255 

· Story and Laurie, 149-153
· Newt Gingrich, “Contract With America”
November 23 – OUT FOR THANKSGIVING
November 25 – OUT FOR THANKSGIVING
November 28: Explaining the Conservative Turn: Political Explanations
· Julian E. Zeilzer, “Reflections: Rethinking the History of American Conservatism
November 30: 2000 Election: George W. Bush and Conservatives
· Critchlow, pp. 256-286 

· Story and Laurie, 163-165
· Bush Documents
December 2: George W. Bush’s Domestic Policy and Conservatives 
· Critchlow, pp.256-286 

· Story and Laurie, 163-165
· Bush Documents
December 5: September 11, 2011 and the Conservative Movement
· Critchlow, pp. 256-286 

· Neo-Con collection of Documents  

December 13: Papers due in Stabler Hall 601 before 5pm
Writing Your Paper

Students are expected to write a polished original research paper for this course.  Your paper will focus on a narrow topic, but it must also reflect the larger themes of the class.  You will build your essay on a collection of primary sources, but you will also need to engage the relevant secondary literature.
1. Make an argument. State a point of view—and then back it up with evidence and logic. Do not work your way toward your argument in the course of the paper, and state it clearly only in the end. Instead, figure out what your point is and state it at the start of your paper (on the first page). Then follow through. Everything in the main body of the paper should serve to substantiate the point of view stated at the outset.

2. Put your paper through multiple drafts.

3. Do not include irrelevant information. Stick to your point.

4. Include clear topic sentences at the beginnings of your paragraphs.

5. Include a brief introduction and conclusion. Briefly state your argument in each.

6. Back up every claim you make with specific evidence from your research and readings in the secondary 

7. Follow proper forms in all matters. This includes spelling, grammar, syntax, and citations. Sloppiness in these areas will harm your grade. Please consult the Chicago Manuel of Style online at http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html for guidance.  

8. Do not plagiarize. Do not plagiarize. DO NOT PLAGIARIZE. See the statement below for a fuller discussion of the policy on this matter.

Assignments for this Course: Each of these must be completed to finish this course.  I will not accept a Final version of the paper without the pass/fail components.
1. Participation Each Week 

2. Brief one to two page Research Paper Proposal – pass/fail – Due September 9
3. Primary and Secondary Source Bibliography – pass/fail – Due September 30
4. Draft of Research Paper – pass/fail – Due –November 25
5. Final Version of the Research Paper – 100 points Due December 13
Grading scale 

90% +    = "A" 

89-80% = "B" 

79-70% = "C" 

69-60% = "D" 

59% -     = "F". 

Department Goals
1.              Demonstrate a significant degree of knowledge about both United States and World history through completion of a broad selection of courses in history.

2.              Ask appropriate historical questions that demonstrate an understanding of the discipline of history and distinguish it from those of other disciplines.

3.              Distinguish between primary sources and secondary sources used in the writing of history and know how to use and analyze each appropriately. Students will thus be able to:

a.     Analyze a primary source as a product of a particular historical context;

b.     Respond critically to a secondary source, taking into account the primary sources used by the historian, the historian’s methodology, the logic of the argument, and other major interpretations in the field.

4.              Present historical analysis and arguments in a clear written form, including the ability to construct an argument by marshalling evidence in an appropriate and logical fashion.

5.              Write a research paper that asks a significant historical question, answers it with a clear thesis and a logical argument, supports it with both primary and secondary sources documented according to the standards of the Chicago Manual of Style, and is written in clear and artful prose with the grammar and spelling associated with formal composition. 

UALR statement on plagiarism and academic dishonesty 

College and University regulations regarding academic dishonesty, as set forth in the UALR student handbook and other University documents and publications, will be strictly enforced in this class.  Any student caught in the act of cheating will be assigned a grade of zero points (F) for the assignment in question.  If written work does not appear to be your own, you will be questioned about it and appropriate action will be taken.

UALR statement on students with disabilities 

It is the policy of UALR to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to federal and state law.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodation, for example seating placement or in arrangements for testing, should inform the instructor at the beginning of the course.  The chair of the department offering this course is also available to assist with accommodations when needed.  Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact Disability Support Services, which is located in the Donaghey Student Center, Room 103, telephone # 569-3143.

The UALR policy statement on web accessibility 

It is the policy and practice of UALR to make all web information accessible to students with disabilities.  If you, as a student with a disability, have difficulty accessing any part of any online course materials for this class, please notify the instructor immediately.
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