HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION I – HIST 1311 991 (sections 991 and 994)
Syllabus

All students who enroll in this class are responsible for the contents of the syllabus, whether or not they read it.

I
INSTRUCTOR

Anthony B. Newkirk (contacted through the Mail link on the Blackboard 9.1 page)


II
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is an online survey of the history of world significant civilizations and the development of integrated political, social, economic, religious, intellectual, and artistic traditions and institutions from their beginnings to approximately AD 1600. The general goals of this course include:
· gaining a solid introduction to the importance of world history.

· seeing how the themes and topics studied apply to our lives.

· honing critical-thinking by reading the text and writing organized answers to assigned questions.

III
TEXT BOOK
The required text for this course is William J. Duiker and Jackson Spielvogel, The Essential World History (Boston: Wadsworth Cenage Learning, 6th Edition, 2011).

IV
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Reading assignments (textbook and chapter summaries) are posted every week, as are questions, Quizzes, and Tests (see below). Therefore, it is imperative that you login often every week. Each login is the same as classroom attendance. If you do not login and keep up with your reading and work, you will fall behind and this will hurt your grade.
Students who fail to login for seven consecutive days during any week during the semester will fall behind in their work. No special provision will be made to help them “catch up” unless they can present documented proof that there were circumstances that prevented them from logging in.  
Assignments:

6 Questions – 60 points

4 Quizzes – 40 points

5 Tests – 500 points

Total – 600 points

Grade Scale:

A – 4 (90-100)
B – 3 (80-89)
C – 2 (70-79)
D – 1 (60-69)
F – 0 (0-59)
There is no entitlement to receive an Incomplete grade for any reason whatsoever. Students who miss deadlines or fail assignments due to their own negligence will not receive incompletes. Incompletes might only be given in EXTREME circumstances that prevent students who have already completed 75-80% of coursework from completing the class on time (deaths of relations, serious illness, accidents, etc. – all must be fully documented).  

V
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
Time-management and planning-ahead are VITAL for success in online courses.
Both the textbook and chapter summaries must be read each week (see the Chapter Summaries content area on the left side of the course webpage).

Questions (60 points)
Six questions are assigned on separate dates. Each question is worth ten points. Questions appear in the Assignment content area. Submit answers by the deadline. Note:
1. 
Available from Sunday (12:00 AM) to the next Sunday (11:59 PM).
2. 
A brief yet informative paragraph (introductory statement, supporting evidence, concluding 

statement). Grades based on thoughtfulness, accuracy, organization, grammar, and vocabulary.

3. 
Once deadlines pass, students cannot re-do questions for any reason.
Quizzes (40 points)

Four quizzes are assigned on separate dates. Each is worth ten points and covers the previous week. Quizzes appear in the Assessment content area. Submit answers by the deadline. Note:
1. 
Available from Sunday (12:00 AM) to the next Sunday (11:59 PM).
2. 
Each quiz is made up of ten questions (true-false and multiple-choice).

3. 
Once you open a quiz, you will have 10 minutes to finish.

4. 
You cannot take a quiz over, or repeat one, for any reason.
Tests (500 points) 
Five tests are assigned on separate dates. Each is worth 100 points and covers the previous 2-4 weeks. Tests appear in the Assessment content area. Submit answers by the deadline. Note:
1. 
Available from Sunday (12:00 AM) to the next Sunday (11:59 PM).
2. 
Tests consist of true-false and multiple-choice questions.

3. 
Once you open a test, you will have 75 minutes to finish.

4. 
You cannot take a test over, or repeat one, for any reason.
VI
BLACKBOARD STUDENT SUPORT
Contact Information:

Website: http://ualr.edu/support/blackboard
Email:
bbhelp@ualr.edu  
Phone Number:  During regular business hours 683.7622; during extended hours 626.3318. 

Tutorials are available for students from the Ondemand Learning Center provided by Blackboard at http://ondemand.blackboard.com/students.htm.
VII
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
UALR has regulations to make possible an orderly academic environment where all members of the community have the freedom to fully develop. Therefore, academic dishonesty is not tolerated. Such behavior is considered a student conduct violation. Students found responsible of committing academic offenses (cheating, plagiarism, collusion, duplicity, etc.) on campus, or in connection with an institution-related or sponsored activity, or while representing the university or academic department, will be disciplined. For UALR’s policy on consequences that will follow in the case of violations, see http://ualr.edu/deanofstudents/index.php/home/academic-integrity/.  

All of your work in this class – on quizzes, tests, and questions – must be yours. While more detailed instructions about organization will come, a brief word about writing answers to assigned questions: There is no term paper but written work must clearly indicate your sources (in this case, page numbers from the textbook). Direct reproduction of words from the textbook or from any other source is forbidden because the goal is to exercise your critical thinking skills. 
VIII
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
It is the policy of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments. If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement – such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos – please notify the instructor as soon as possible. Students are welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143 (v/tty). For more information, visit the DRC website at http://ualr.edu/disability.  

IX
COURSE SCHEDULE (this may change due to unexpected events)
Week 1 (Aug. 18-28): Ancient Middle East 
Chapter 1, Chapter Summary, Quiz 1
Week 2 (Aug. 29-Sept. 4): Ancient India 
Chapter 2, Chapter Summary, Question 1
Week 3 (Sept. 5-11): Ancient China 
Labor Day Sept. 5

Chapter 3, Chapter Summary, Test 1 (chapters 1-3)
Week 4 (Sept. 12-18): Ancient Greece 

Chapter 4, Chapter Summary, Question 2
Week 5 (Sept. 19-25): Ancient Rome & China 
Chapter 5, Chapter Summary, Question 3
Week 6 (Sept. 26-Oct. 2): Ancient Western Hemisphere 

Chapter 6, Chapter Summary, Quiz 2

Week 7 (Oct. 3-9): Rise of Islam 

Chapter 7, Chapter Summary, Test 2 (chapters 4-7)
Week 8 (Oct. 10-16): Ancient Africa 

Chapter 8, Chapter Summary, Quiz 3
Week 9 (Oct. 17-23): 
South Asia 

Chapter 9, Chapter Summary, Test 3 (chapters 8-9)
Week 10 (Oct. 24-30): Traditional China
Chapter 10, Chapter Summary, Quiz4
Week 11 (Oct. 31-Nov. 6): East Asian Rimlands




Chapter 11, Chapter Summary, Question 4
Week 12 (Nov. 7-13): Medieval Europe




Chapter 12, Chapter Summary, Test 4 (chapters 10-12)
Week 13 (Nov. 14-20): Byzantine Civilization



Chapter 13, Chapter Summary, Question 5
Week 14 (Nov. 21-23): Age of Discovery 
Thanksgiving Nov. 24-27

Chapter 14 (pp. 335-345), Chapter Summary, Question 6
Week 15 (Nov. 28-Dec. 4): European Reformation


Chapters 15, Chapter Summary, Test 5 (chapters 13-15)
