HIST 4350:  THE UNITED STATES AND THE MIDDLE EAST
Dr. Clea Bunch

Office: Stabler Hall 604 H
Office Phone: 569-8397
Office Hours: T/TH 1:00-1:40 or by appointment
E-Mail: cebunch@ualr.edu
Required Texts: 
American Orientalism by Douglas Little
Containing Arab Nationalism by Salim Yaqub
Confronting Iran by Ali Ansari

Course description:  The development of American foreign policy in the Middle East, from 1900 to the present.  Students in this course will develop an understanding of the numerous factors that influence U.S.-Middle East relations.
Objectives:
1. Understand the significant events in the history of US-Middle East relations.

2. Recognize the complex interplay of religion, culture, and geography in the interaction between two diverse societies.

3. Ask appropriate historical questions that demonstrate an understanding of the discipline of history and distinguish it from those of other disciplines.
4. Distinguish between primary sources and secondary sources used in the writing of history and know how to use and analyze each appropriately. Students will thus be able to:

a. Analyze a primary source as a product of a particular historical context;

b. Respond critically to a secondary source, taking into account the primary sources used by the historian, the historian’s methodology, the logic of the argument, and other major interpretations in the field.

5. Present historical analysis and arguments in a clear written form, including the ability to construct an argument by marshalling evidence in an appropriate and logical fashion.

6. Write a research paper that asks a significant historical question, answers it with a clear thesis and a logical argument, supports it with both primary and secondary sources documented according to the standards of the Chicago Manual of Style, and is written in clear and artful prose with the grammar and spelling associated with formal composition.
Course Requirements:
Undergraduate Credit: 
Exams (2):  200 points

Discussion/Presentation days (7):  175 points
Final paper:  150 points

Total:           525 points
Discussion/presentation:  Each student will be assigned a Middle Eastern country for in-depth research at the beginning of the semester.  On presentation/discussion day, each student will bring a minimum of 5 FRUS documents to class, describe the documents and what they say about the era.

Books:  Questions pertaining to Yaqub and Little’s books will be on the mid-term exam; one question about Ansari will be on the final.

Final paper:  You are expected to write a 10-15 page paper with footnotes and a bibliography.  Use the Chicago Manual of Style as a guide.  Each student will critique two other papers for 15 points each.
Final paper:  100 points

Submits bibliography on time: 10 points

Rough draft on time:  10 points

Paper critiques:  15 points each
Grading scale:

A.....90%-100% 

B.....80%-89% 

C.....70%-79% 

D.....60%-69% 

Attendance:  Regular attendance is vital to your success as a student.  It is much easier to listen to the lecture than to attempt to reconstruct class material from other sources.
Inclement Weather Policy:  In the event of inclement weather, please check the UALR website to determine if classes have been cancelled.  It is also advisable to check your email before coming to class.
Students with Disabilities:

Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments consistent with federal and state law. If you have a documented disability (or need to have a disability documented), and need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible, so that we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the requirements of the course. The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process among you, your instructor(s) and the DRC. Thus, if you have a disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP). For more information, please visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability.

Academic Integrity:  Any act of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of “0” for that assignment.  A second violation will be cause for dismissal from my class with an “F.”

Plagiarism is academic dishonesty and will not be tolerated.  Do not cut and paste or copy text from websites or other sources.  

Late work:  Work cannot be made up for presentation/discussion days; you must be present to earn the points!  Tests can be made up if missed due to illness or other emergencies.
Contacting Dr. Bunch:  Please keep email communication to a minimum, especially for matters that could be discussed in class.  I have over a hundred students and prefer to communicate with you in person.  Do not expect me to answer email during vacations or over the weekend.  I cannot email grades; it is illegal.
I DO NOT ACCEPT ASSIGNMENTS VIA EMAIL
