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History 2312: United States History Since 1877

Course Syllabus, Instructor C. Gale

Spring 2012, Online

Instructor Information

Name:
Carol Gale

E-mail:
Blackboard course room messaging; clgale@ualr.edu

Special Note:
Both instructor and student are held responsible for understanding and following all the information in this syllabus. It is highly recommended that you read it thoroughly (perhaps more than once...)
___________________________________________________________________________

Required Text 

Boyer, Paul S. et. al., The Enduring Vision: A History of the American People, Vol. II: Since 1877, 7th Edition, 2011

___________________________________________________________________________

UALR Department of History Core Course Student Learning Objectives

1. Students will demonstrate a knowledge of historical information such as names, dates and chronologies, events, terms, and concepts.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the diversity and complexity of the historical context that shapes human experience.

3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the inter-relatedness of historical events as expressed in such concepts as continuity and change, causation, interdependence of cultures, and the interaction between differing groups and societies.

4. Students will organize and articulate their ideas through an essay that presents a thesis relevant to the question. 

5. Students will support their ideas with historical evidence and will reach conclusions based on that evidence.

___________________________________________________________________________

Course Description & Goals

In order to understand the evolution of present day America, students are asked to participate in the critical evaluation of major social, political, intellectual and economic developments in the United States since 1877. Emphasis will be placed on the impact of post-Civil War industrialization, both World Wars, the Depression, the Cold War, the Vietnam experience and globalization.

An important goal of this class is to offer students the opportunity to broaden their academic skills, such as reading, writing and written discussion, and be able to apply this knowledge to their world. Students will hopefully feel better equipped to analyze and understand today’s issues based on a deeper sense of their own history.

___________________________________________________________________________

Online Attendance Policy 

Consistent attendance is critical to the successful completion of this course.  Attendance in an online class refers to your accessing the course, making discussion board postings, turning in assignments, taking exams, and reviewing posted materials. Every place you visit and how much time you spend there is completely monitored and 100% tracked by the Blackboard system. Your instructor has complete access to the extent of your online attendance. Completing no work for two weeks makes you eligible for an administrative drop, although your instructor is not required to drop you and may choose to assign an F. If you decide to not complete the class, be sure to drop the class yourself or you may earn an F.

___________________________________________________________________________

Academic Integrity

In order to foster a positive learning environment, inappropriate conduct of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. It is expected that all students will conduct themselves in a manner appropriate for the college experience and in accordance with stated UALR student policies regarding behavior, attendance, cheating, and plagiarism. Students violating these codes will be reported for potential disciplinary action. The UALR Student Handbook is available online at http://www.ualr.edu/deanofstudents/assets/archive/HANDBOOK.pdf, or through the Office of the Dean of Students in Room 215 of the Donaghey Student Center, 501-569-3328.

The instructor reserves the right to address any online course room issues at the time of their occurrence and assess penalty, if necessary, at her discretion.

___________________________________________________________________________

Special Online Course Room Communication Policies

Proper Netiquette is important when taking an online class. There are many useful resources on the web if you are not familiar with what constitutes proper netiquette. It is important to remember that when writing it is easy to misinterpret tone, attitude, and humor. 

· Always use a respectful tone in your emails and posts (no profanity, slang or derogatory language, flaming, or harassment). If you have an issue with another student and you cannot address the issue in a calm and civilized manner, contact your instructor first.

· Texting or other shorthand forms of writing are not acceptable and will result in loss of participation grade for discussion posts and potentially for the class as a whole.

· Allow 24-48 hours for instructor response to mail and 24-72 hours for responses to discussion posts.

· Communicate with your instructor and submit all assignments only in Blackboard. Do not use the UALR email account except in emergencies (for example, if Blackboard is down).

· If you experience technical difficulties I expect to be notified within 24 hours. This notification should include confirmation that you have informed the Student Support desk of what happened and a description of what the issue was and when it occurred. 

· Experiencing technical difficulties does not automatically remove consequences of missed posts, assignments or turning in late work. The consequences of technical difficulties are at the discretion of the instructor and depend on several factors relating directly to the type of technical issue and your response to it. Remember, many on and off campus locations have computers with internet access that a student may use.

___________________________________________________________________________

Grading and Course Requirements

Grading is on a total points scale with individual grades for discussion posts, written assignment (you are responsible for reading the instructions, grading rubric, student examples, and other helpful information about your writing assignment found in the Introductory Module), and exams - all of which contribute towards your total grade:

· Introductory Module Posts
=   15 points
· Discussion Board Posts 
= 360 points (10 points each post)
   (3 posts minimum per chapter, total minimum expected posts = 36)

· Exam #1
=   50 points
· Written Assignment 
= 125 points
· Exam #2 
=   50 points
· Exam #3 
=   50 points
· Responses to Instructor
=   60 points (12 posts at 5 points each)

Total
= 710 points
I make every effort to have exams and papers graded within 1-2 weeks of their deadlines. Discussion post grading is done on a weekly basis. 

___________________________________________________________________________

Grading and Course Requirements: Discussion Board Posts

A minimum of four times each week you will post to the course’s discussion board: 1) your initial post, 2) response to another student’s initial posting, 3) response to a second student’s initial posting, 4) your response to the instructor’s reply to your initial posting.

General Posting Expectations: 

· Discussion means detailed communication or examination of a topic, so you are encouraged to go beyond the text information and ask your own questions or bring up points about things you learned from other sources, whether scholarly or otherwise (from movies, for instance, that have portrayed various times, people and events from history with varying degrees of accuracy). Always identify the source for where you learned about something.

· Posts should be typed (or pasted, if you created the post in a word processing document) directly into the Blackboard posting area. In other words, do no submit discussion posts as attachments (the system should not let you attach in the discussion area).

· Discussion posts should be appropriately identified in the subject line with the thread topic and your first and last name (chapter 1 initial post, John Smith).

· Use standard English that incorporates good grammar, punctuation, and correct spelling. No slang, texting shorthand, profanity, or other derogatory language is acceptable. 

·  All responses should be in your own words describing what has been written in the text or any other source you reference. The only exception is if you include a brief quote (don’t forget the quotation marks).

· Remember to cite your paraphrased writing and quotes from the text by including page number(s) at the end of sentences or paragraphs. See the example discussion posts document in the introductory module for examples.
Weekly Post #1: 

· The initial discussion thread question is posted by your instructor and will cover topics from the textbook chapters. These can be found in the Unit Learning Modules.

· Your initial post to this question should be a minimum of 250 words, which will probably wind up being about two good sized or three small paragraphs. Your initial discussion post should show evidence that you have read the chapter. The absolute best way to do this is to include parenthetical references to page numbers in the text (p 52, for instance). See the example discussion posts document in the introductory module for examples.
· Your initial discussion post is due by no later 11:59pm on Wednesday of each week.  You may, of course, post your initial discussion post prior to that time.

Posts #2 & #3 - Weekly Responses to Another Student’s Initial Post:
· Your two responses to another student’s initial posts should each be a minimum of 100 words, which will probably be about one good-sized paragraph or two small paragraphs. Your responses to other student’s discussion posts should show evidence that you have read the chapter. The absolute best way to do this is to include parenthetical references to page numbers in the text (p 52, for instance). See the example discussion posts document in the introductory module for examples.
· Your two responses to another student’s initial posts are both due by no later 11:59pm on Friday of each week. You may post your responses at any time, however, once the initial postings are up.
Weekly Post #4:

· Once your instructor has replied to your initial discussion post, you should respond to that reply, making sure to answer any questions the instructor has asked. There is no word limit for this response, as it will be graded on whether or not you answered questions asked in the response. 

· Your response to the instructor’s reply to your initial posting is due no later than 72 hours (3 days) after the instructor’s response was posted.

Late and Make-up Work:

· Late discussion posts will have 10% of their value deducted for each day they are late for up to one week. One week after the last post for a discussion is due, that discussion will be “locked.” A locked discussion may be read, yet may not have any additions or changes made to it.

· Late written assignments are only accepted with permission from the instructor. 

· Students will not be allowed to make up exams without permission from the instructor.

Letter grades will be based on the following scale:

A = 90-100%
B = 80-89%
C = 70-79%
D = 60-69%
F = 59% & below

___________________________________________________________________________

Students with Disabilities
Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments consistent with federal and state law. If you have a documented disability (or need to have a disability documented), and need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible, so that we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the requirements of the course. 

The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process among you, your instructor(s) and the DRC. Thus, if you have a disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP). For more information, please visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability.

___________________________________________________________________________

Course Schedule

Jan 17-25: Introductory Module

Jan 22-28 (Unit 1): Chapter 16 chronology & conclusion & Chapter 17 chronology & conclusion; Chapter 18: The Rise of Industrial America, 1865-1900

Jan 29-Feb 4 (Unit 2): Chapter 19: Immigration, Urbanization, & Everyday Life, 1860-1900

Feb 5-11 (Unit 3): Chapter 20: Politics & Expansion in an Industrializing Age, 1877-1900

Feb 12: Written Assignment topic information due by no later than 11:59pm
Feb 12-18 (Unit 4): Chapter 21: The Progressive Era, 1900-1917

Feb 19-25 (Unit 5): Exam #1 will be available 2/19-2/25

Feb 26-Mar 3 (Unit 6): Chapter 22: Global Involvements & World War I, 1902-1920

Mar 4: Written Assignment sources due by no later than 11:59pm
Mar 4-10 (Unit 7): Chapter 23 (skim through entire chapter, read chronology/conclusion) & Chapter 24: The Great Depression & The New Deal, 1929-1939

Mar 11-17 (Unit 8): Chapter 25: Americans & a World in Crisis, 1933-1945

Mar 18-24 Spring Break

Mar 25-31 (Unit 9): Chapter 26: The Cold War Abroad & at Home, 1945-1960

Apr 1-7 (Unit 10): Exam #2 will be available 4/1-4/7
Apr 8-14 (Unit 11): Chapter 27 (skim through p.862, read p.862-72) & Chapter 28: Liberalism, Civil Rights & War in Vietnam, 1960-1975

Apr 15-21 (Unit 12): Chapter 29: A Time of Upheaval, 1961-1980

Apr 22-28 (Unit 13): Chapter 30: A Conservative Revival & the End of the Cold War, 1980-2000

Apr 29-May 5 (Unit 14): Chapter 31: Global Dangers, Global Challenges, 2001-Present

May 6: Written Assignment due by no later than 11:59pm [no late papers accepted under any circumstances – please turn it in early if you’re concerned…]

May 6-14: Exam #3 will be available [I will do my best to post grades ASAP]
Disclaimer

The instructor reserves the right to amend the syllabus and schedule as necessary.

MILESTONE WRITING ASSIGNMENT [125 total points]
Topic information due no later than 11:59pm Sunday, February 12, 2012 [10 points]

(to include event or invention and your contemporary person for it

& you may also include a short list of sources if you’ve discovered any…)

Sources are due by no later than 11:59pm Sunday, March 4, 2012 [10 points]

(these should be at least three scholarly secondary sources and at least one primary source – don’t forget your textbook is an excellent scholarly secondary source & that primary sources can be found within secondary sources)

Writing Assignment due no later than 11:59pm Sunday, May 6, 2012 [105 points]

(no late papers will be accepted under any circumstances; 

you may want to plan to turn it in early)

1. Select an event and/or invention you feel significantly changed the course of United States history (for better or worse) between 1877 and the present. This type of event/invention is often referred to as a milestone.

Select one person who was a contemporary (alive at the time of your milestone, not someone from today) for this event/invention. This means they must have been alive during or just after the event/invention occurred in the past and thus would have felt its immediate impact. It’s also important the person you choose was not a sole or immediate cause of the event/invention (i.e. you may not choose to have Thomas Edison commenting on one of his own inventions).

· Together, your event/invention & your contemporary person are the “topic” for your paper.
2. This event/invention requires the following:

a) a simple illustration or icon must represent your milestone (icons may be drawn, computer generated, or copies of photos from any source - web, magazine, etc.)
b) write 2-5 paragraphs analyzing how your milestone affected the lives of the people of that time (don't forget to provide evidence for your claims)
c) write 2-5 paragraphs explaining how the contemporary person you chose for that event thought, felt, and possibly acted on that event or invention (don’t forget to provide evidence for your claims using at least one primary source). 
d) write 3-4 paragraphs analyzing the lasting effect your milestone has on the world today (don't forget to provide evidence for your claims) 
e) write 2-3 paragraphs evaluating your milestone's most likely effect(s) on the future (don't forget to provide evidence for your claims) 
Any paragraph entries that are obviously plagiarized will result in a big fat zero [0] for the entire paper. Poorly paraphrased paragraphs - meaning if you've done a really bad job of hiding the fact that you basically copied from your sources - will result in significant point reductions. I expect you to sound like you, not a textbook, encyclopedia, web site, or any other source. 

3. Your paper should be about 4-6 pages in length and clearly identify your information in the order listed above within #2 (affect at the time, contemporary person info, affect on today, etc.).

4. Assignment Formatting:

· typed (double spaced)

· Chicago/Turabian style (no parenthetical identifications – put all citing info in foot or end notes; no “works cited” allowed, must have Bibliography - MLA formatting will NOT be accepted) See History Style Guide for detailed assistance with formatting
· cover and/or title page with your name, etc. (5 points deducted if not included)

· endnotes or footnotes 

·  you must cite all sources you use, which means every paragraph in your paper will have paraphrased source(s) to cite, and your quotes must be cited as well. Keep in mind your paragraphs might require multiple citations. Please see the style guide&/or ask a librarian for assistance if you’re not sure how to cite properly.
· bibliography 

·  all sources used to help formulate your writing;

·  only scholarly sources are acceptable – scholarly sources have a credible author, include foot or endnotes and have a bibliography identifying credible source material; I will post approved online scholarly source links in the Blackboard course room and links to help you evaluate internet sources to determine if they are scholarly (you’re not required to use these; I offer them as an option)

·  I recommend you use the UALR library to access the JSTOR database and also for actual books and journal articles; 

·  the internet is an acceptable place to find primary source data and is potentially acceptable for other source material – be very, very careful about what you use on the internet and make sure you collect all the information you need to cite your sources correctly; the following sources are NOT generally acceptable as scholarly: Wikipedia, About.com, Answers.com, Inventors.com, Squidoo, Scribd (and so many others…)

·  when you look for your sources, if you're cruising the internet remember that private organizations, businesses and individuals may publish whatever they like without obligation to offer information about their authors and source materials for verifying credibility. 

·  with all of the potential sources available through the web links provided and those in the UALR library, it should be easy to find appropriate other sources. You may want to speak with a reference librarian, and if you do, remember to bring the assignment instructions with you.

·  don't forget about Inter Library Loans if the UALR library doesn't have the articles or books you want immediately available.

5. Please see the Writing Assignment Module for Milestone Examples of “A” & “B” 

Papers & one paper’s Grading Rubric.

EVALUATION

Topic information submission [due 9/3]
10 points

Sources submission [due 9/24]
10 points

Suitable icon or illustration
  5 points

Analysis #1 [effect on life at time]
20 points

Explanation [contemporary person’s views]
20 points

Analysis #2 [effect on life today]
20 points

Evaluation [possible future effects]
20 points

Formatting
20 points

Total possible for milestone paper:
  125 points

A = 113-125 points; B = 100-112 points; C = 88-99 points; D = 75-87 points; F = 74 & below[image: image1.png]
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