History 4390






             Instructor: Bruce W. Hall - Ph.D.

ST: Modern Eastern Europe: 1848 – Present



 Contact: bwhall@ualr.edu 
Mondays – 6:00 p.m. to 8:40 p.m. / 407 Stabler Hall

 
Course Description: 

M

odern Eastern Europe has had a profound influence on the rest of the world. It is the origin of two world wars and the main battleground of the Cold War. This course will provide a historical overview of the lands, peoples, and states of Eastern Europe from the Revolutions of 1848 through the present. It will examine political, economic, social, and cultural aspects of the nations of Eastern Europe as they developed in the modern period.  We will focus on major historical events such as, but not limited to, the 1848 Revolutions, Unification in Nationalism and Independence, World Wars I and II, various crises of the Cold War, the collapse of communism, and the resulting Balkans War. We will focus on the political, economic, social and cultural aspects of Modern Eastern European history as well as the region’s influence on the rest of the world. The following themes will be stressed through the course: nationalism and ethnicity, the role of ideas, economic development and “backwardness,” the state and its relationship to the people, and what has been known as the Eastern Europe “difference.”

Goals and Objectives: 


Besides a basic understanding of the history of Eastern Europe in the 20th Century, this course also aims 
to teach students to:
· Ask appropriate historical questions that demonstrate an understanding of the discipline of history and distinguish it from those of other disciplines.

· Distinguish between primary sources and secondary sources used in the writing of history and know how to use and analyze each appropriately.

· Analyze primary sources as products of a particular historical context

· Respond critically to a secondary source, taking into account the primary sources used by the historian, the historian’s methodology, the logic of the argument, and other major interpretations in the field.

· Present historical analysis and arguments in a clear written form, including the ability to construct an argument by marshaling evidence in an appropriate and logical fashion.

· Write a research paper that asks a significant historical question, answers it with a clear thesis and a logical argument, supports it with both primary and secondary sources documented according to the standards of the Chicago Manual of Style, and is written in clear and artful prose with the grammar and spelling associated with formal composition.

Professional Behavior:

Academic Integrity – All work must reflect the student’s own thoughts, words, opinions, and efforts. When phrases, sentences, or paragraphs verbatim (word for word) from any source are copied, students must indicate that they have done so by enclosing copied material in quotation marks and inserting a footnote that clearly indicates the source of the information, including author, book title, publication details, year of publication, and page number. When thoughts, words or opinions of others are paraphrased (ie changing words around, or putting someone else’s words into the student’s own words), a footnote must be inserted that clearly indicates the source of the information, including author, book title, publication details, year of publication, and page number. If the source is a website, the footnote must include the complete web address and the date accessed. In general, it is NEVER acceptable to submit a history essay that does not have footnotes AND a bibliography. Students must give appropriate credit to the source of any utilized information, and must tell the reader where the information came from. Students are accountable for the information used, and for giving appropriate credit when someone else’s words or ideas are borrowed or copied. 

Plagiarism: 


It is the student’s responsibility to understand the definition of plagiarism and avoid it. Ignorance of the definition of plagiarism is not an acceptable excuse for committing plagiarism. Academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated, will be reported to the Office of the Dean of Students, and will result in a failing grade in the class and/or harsher penalties. There are no exceptions to this policy. If any student is unclear about what constitutes academic dishonesty, please ask the instructor.
Classroom Etiquette: 


It is expected that all students behave in a professional manner while participating in this course. Unprofessional behavior will result in disciplinary action. Disruptive behavior in the classroom will not be tolerated. An atmosphere of respect and understanding should prevail in any learning environment. Students who are disruptive and/or blatantly disrespectful will be ejected from class and an incident report will be filed with the appropriate university authorities. Ignorance of university policies regarding inappropriate behavior is not an excuse for inappropriate behavior. The instructor reserves the right to dismiss and/or eject any student at any time if his/her behavior is determined to be disruptive.


Cellular telephones and other electronic devices (other than a laptop computer or tablet with an associated keyboard) are not to be used during class, except during announced breaks. Students will be asked to leave if these devices are used during class time. Should students wish to use a laptop computer to take notes, they will need to sit at the rear of the classroom so that the clicking of keys and the visuals on the screen will not be disruptive to other students. Failure to follow these instructions can result in a student being ejected from the class. No electronic devices are allowed to be powered on or SEEN during a regularly administered test, unless specifically approved by the instructor.


All students should be aware that the University of Arkansas at Little Rock is now a non-smoking campus. Please refrain from smoking on-campus or during classroom breaks. 

Communication:

Should students need to communicate with the instructor outside of class, an active ualr.edu e-mail address is listed at the top of this syllabus. E-mails will be responded to usually within 24 hours, but sometimes within 48 hours. Blackboard also has an e-mail system. Should a student use the Blackboard e-mail rather than the one listed above, do not expect the same 24-48 hour response time noted. It may be 72 hours or more before a response will be sent. If an emergency situation should arise, students should both send an e-mail and contact the history department secretary who can relay a message. This is for emergencies only. There is no guarantee that a message will be received if the need is not dire. Students should never use the email system to submit an assignment as text or an attachment. Students should use Blackboard for electronic assignments. 


This syllabus, as well as PowerPoint presentations, written assignments, and other digital documents will be placed on Blackboard. Make sure and check it often to ensure the reception of all course materials.
Students with Disabilities: 


Students with Disabilities: It is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments.  If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement--such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos--please notify the instructor as soon as possible.  Students are also welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143 (v/tty). For more information, visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability.  
Course Policies/Grades:

Exams: 
There will be two (2) examinations – a midterm exam and a final exam. Exams consist of 


identification, short answer, and essay questions. Review guides are provided prior to the 



exam.


Major Paper: 
Students will also be graded on one (1) 2500-3000 word document analysis 




paper on a topic related to the course. Papers will be submitted in-class and on 




blackboard. Students will receive more detailed instructions on how to prepare papers in 



class.

Presentations:
As part of this course, each student will be expected to present a 10 minute PowerPoint, 



PhotoStory, or similar oral and visual presentation to the class on a topic relevant to 20th 



Century Europe or on a major figure that influenced the development of 20th Century 



Europe. Students will receive instructions on how to prepare presentations 
in class.

Responses: 
Periodically (5 noted on the syllabus) students will be asked to respond to a set of 




questions regarding a reading or document set. These responses should be roughly 200-



400 words, should be typed and submitted in-class and on blackboard. Instructions for 



how to prepare a response will be given in class.

Grades:
Two (2) examinations (midterm and final). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 % (25% each)




2500-3000 word document analysis paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25%




Presentations
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15%



5 Responses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10%
Required Texts


Crampton, R.J., Eastern Europe in the Twentieth Century--and After. Routledge, 2nd edition, 1997. 
ISBN-10: 0415164230, ISBN-13: 978-0415164238


Kaplan, Robert D. Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History. MPS/Picador, 2005.


ISBN 10: 0312424930, ISBN13: 978-0312424930 


Heleta, Savo, Not My Turn to Die: Memoirs of a Broken Childhood in Bosnia.


AMACOM, 2008. ISBN-10: 0814401651, ISBN-13: 978-0814401651

The information for this course will come primarily from required texts, lectures, and articles (provided). I also plan to show several films of varying types during the course of the semester. Students will be required on exams to recall information presented in all of these forums. The books used in this course are available in the bookstore, as well as at on-line outlets and in most popular bookstores.

PowerPoint lectures, the syllabus, and presentation, paper, and response assignments will be placed on Blackboard. Make sure you are aware of these assignments and course materials. You will be responsible for any and all material placed on the course Blackboard page.

Attendance/Late Work Policy:

Because of the amount of state and federal funding received by the university and students, the university is required to document student attendance. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class. Missing three consecutive weeks of class without notifying the instructor will result in administrative withdrawal from the class. A student is not allowed to miss more than 25% of a class to receive credit. 

It is a fact that life sometimes throws obstacles in our way. However, students must notify the instructor at least 24 hours (preferably longer) before missing an exam, presentation assignment, or response assignment class on the due date. If this is not done, students should not expect that they will be allowed to make it up. Late or missing work can only be made-up with express approval from the instructor. Reasons for missing an exam or an assignment should be quite serious in nature. The instructor will be the ultimate judge of whether reasons for missing an exam or assignment are serious enough to be accepted. If approved, assignments and exams should be made up in a timely manner – i.e. within the week before the next class. Make-up exam dates and times will be determined by the instructor and will always take place on the UALR campus. Incompletes in this course are granted only in the most serious of circumstances and will be granted solely at the instructor’s discretion. To qualify for an incomplete, a student must have completed 80% or more of the coursework and it must be negotiated prior to the last day of class.

Weekly Class Schedule: The following schedule includes topics and reading assignments. The assignments listed are those that should be completed before class on the day they are listed. The following abbreviations refer to the various texts and documents: C = Crampton’s Eastern Europe in the 20th Century; K = Kaplan’s Balkan Ghosts; H = Heleta’s Not My Turn to Die; PDI: Primary Documents and Images (.pdf documents will be placed on Blackboard).
Jan 23: Course Introduction; Eastern Europe to 1848

Jan 30:  The Revolutions of 1848, The Berlin Conference of 1878: C – Intro-30

Feb 6: 1878-1914, increasing tensions and War: PDI (See Blackboard)

Response 1 Due in class and on Blackboard
Feb 13: World War I: PDI (See Blackboard)

Response 2 Due in class and on Blackboard
Feb 20: Interwar North: C – 31-106
Feb 27: Interwar Balkans: C – 107-176; K – Preface-76

Response 3 Due in class and on Blackboard
Mar 5: World War II in Eastern Europe: C – 179-209; K – 193-230
Mar 12: Midterm Exam 

Mar 19 – SPRING BREAK
Mar 26: World War II and its aftermath:C – 179-210: K – 79-189 

Apr 2: Communist Takeovers and Stalinism: C – 211-303
Apr 9: Communist Society and Prague Spring: C – 307-341; PDI (See Blackboard)

Response 4 Due in class and on Blackboard
Apr 16: Communist Revisionism and Solidarity: C – 345-376; K – 233-287

Film: Tito

Apr 23: Decline of Communism: C – 379-389; PDI (See Blackboard)

Film: Ceausescu

Apr 30: Collapse of Communism: C – 391-415

Papers Due
May 7: The Balkans War – again: C – 419-458; H – All (discussion)

Response 5 Due in class and on Blackboard
May 14: Final Exam.

