UNITED STATES HISTORY TO 1865

Course Syllabus  •Spring 2012
INSTRUCTOR:
Prof. Drew Hodges


DrewHodges1@Hotmail.com
REQUIRED AND SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS

1. Textbook: The Enduring Vision: A History of the American People. 
Vol. 2 From 1865.  7th ed.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2011.

2. Bluebooks will be required for the midterm and final exams.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES - CORE COURSES

1. Students will demonstrate a knowledge of historical information such as names, dates and chronologies, events, terms, and concepts.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the diversity and complexity of the historical context that shapes human experience.

3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the inter-relatedness of historical events as expressed in such concepts as continuity and change, causation, interdependence of cultures, and the interaction between differing groups and societies.

4. Students will organize and articulate their ideas through an essay that presents a thesis relevant to the question. 

5. Students will support their ideas with historical evidence and will reach conclusions based on that evidence.

GRADING METHODS

Essay examinations, quizzes, an outside class paper, and oral class participation comprise the yardsticks utilized to determine grades in this course.A précis to be completed outside of class will be assigned by the instructor during the semester.This paper will challenge the student to use critical thinking skills. There will be no true/false, matching, or fill-in-the blank type of testing. Names and dates are important but only in their relationship and significance within the context of the greater study of societies and history. The careful selection of data and the use of that data in evaluating the subject and making a critical argument are key to showing real understanding of the concepts involved. The midterm exam will be given October 12th and the final exam will follow the exam schedule as indicated in the UALR student handbook. Grades are earned on the assignments as outlined in the Syllabus and there will be no extra-credit papers.
EXPLANATION OF CLASS PARTICIPATION:
   College level students should be engaged in the learning process. The intent of oral participation is for the students to teach and learn from each other at the direction and guidance of the instructor. Each student will make approx. eight oral presentations to their classmates on a topic assigned by the instructor. Accomplished speaking skills are not expected nor a part of grading. The goal is engagement by the student and demonstration of some preparation on their part. Each student is also expected to participate in class discussions and contribute to in class discussion groups. Accuracy of answers is important but the main objective is to involve each student in the learning process. Any student that does his or her assigned presentations, participates in class discussions and does not have excessive absences will receive high marks in class participation grading.

Total Points Possible
Percent of Grade
Midterm Exam
150
30%
Final Exam
150
30%
Class Participation
100
   20%
Precis                                               50                                       10%

In-class quizzes                               50                                       10%
Total                                              500                                       100%
Grading Scale

A
500-450

B
449-400

C
399-350

D
349-300

F
299 & below

RATIONALE FOR COURSE

History is an inescapable component of life. The past is what we are collectively and as individuals. Ignorance of America’s historical development robs us of an essential perspective for dealing with the present.. What vision for an American nation did the founding fathers have and how did that idea change between the post Civil War period and today ? During this period the United States embraced the industrial revolution, welcomed immigrants from all over the world. The Gilded Age was juxtaposed with slums and labor unrest.

Can the values and ideals of the post Civil War  period find relevance in today’s complex society? Have American beliefs and institutions kept pace with technological revolution, or should they have? How and why is America of 2011different from that of 1865, especially different after the tragedy of September 11, 2001?

History is a record of change and such is the focus of this course. Through lectures, readings and visual presentations, the facts and possible meanings of America’s tumultuous growth into an aging superpower will be explored. Names and dates are important, but only as evidence leading to a broader understanding of historical transformation.

GENERAL COURSE GOALS

Introspection - The course is designed to further understanding and appreciation of the American political system. The focus is on the use of empirical evidence to disabuse students of numerous myths and erroneous assumptions about the American political process. An understanding rather than veneration of the American Republic is sought. America is a noble experiment in individual freedom and will succeed only if its citizens understand its weaknesses as well as its strengths.The changing political landscape and

American military involvement will of course be two areas of interest but the social history of the period will be given much weight. What was the routine of daily life of

ordinary people? This routine of daily life is often called Social History.
Tolerance - The course attempts to evaluate the successes and failures of the American political system in coping with the diverse cultures comprising contemporary America. Although various minorities have suffered harm at the hands of an often-uncaring majority, when judged against ethnic strife across the globe, the American record of multi-cultural relations is by and large one of success. Tolerance is even more essential since the tragic events of September 11, 2001 and the ongoing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Connective Skills - To study contemporary American politics all Social Science disciplines are required. More and more political decisions are based on the popularity of mass opinion. In such a mass democracy the use of economics, statistics, communication, history, sociology and psychology are indispensable tools of understanding, both for citizens and scholars. Students should experience no interdisciplinary barriers here. The

Text book will be the core resource for the course but students are encouraged to avail themselves of the library and also internet sources. Each student will be exposed to primary sources in the form of letters, diary’s, journals and period newspapers.

College-level Demeanor - The course is structured and conducted in such a manner as to encourage a college-level demeanor both within and outside the classroom. Many beginning college students have not been exposed to the rigid intellectual standards of higher education. Proper classroom behavior and courtesy are essential to a successful learning experience. Use of cell-phones in class is absolutely not tolerated. This includes texting as well.Any student using an electronic device in class may have their grade reduced. You may contact me by email to my address on the top of this syllabus.

You may normally expect an answer within twenty four hours.

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Attendance - Regular attendance is a critical element in student success. Therefore, students are expected to attend all regularly scheduled class sessions and to complete all assigned class work. Except for extreme circumstances, students are not permitted to be absent from scheduled tests without prior approval of the instructor. The instructor will decide if a makeup exam will be given and if so, the time and location will be determined by the instructor.. If a student is judged to be absent excessively, the instructor will arrange a counseling session with the student. If a student misses 4 consecutive classes without contacting the instructor the student may be dropped by the instructor. Throughout this process the instructor is the judge of the final grade a student receives. Three in class quizzes will be given during the semester and no make ups will be allowed for a missed in-class quiz. Six absences during the semester may result in a reduced grade.
Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty - College and university regulations regarding academic dishonesty, as set forth in the UALR student handbook and other University documents and publications, will be strictly enforced in this class. Any student caught in the act of cheating will be assigned a grade of zero points (F) for the assignment in question. If written work does not appear to be your own, you will be questioned about it and appropriate action will be taken. This might include a failing grade for the assignment or even a failing grade for the course.
Students with Disabilities: It is the policy of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments. If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement–such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos–please notify the instructor as soon as possible. Students are also welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143 (v/tty). For more information, visit the DRC website at http://ualr.edu/disability/.

Weather - UALR closes for inclement weather when the Little Rock public schools close. If UALR is open, yet the roads in your community are dangerous, you should use your own judgment about attending class. However, it is your responsibility to inform your instructor before class meets that it is too dangerous for you to travel to UALR. It is also the student’s responsibility to speak to the instructor about making up missed assignments.

                                                    COURSE OUTLINE

19 - 26 August: Introduction, and The Crisis of Reconstruction:

             Pages 481-512

Aug. 29th – Sept 2nd: Transformation of the Trans Mississippi West 1860-1900

             Pages 513-541

Sept 7th – 12th  The Rise of Industrial American 1865-1900

             Pages 542-575

Sept 14th-19th  Immigration, Urbanization & Everyday Life, 1860-1900
             Pages 576-608

Sept 21-26 Politics & Expansion in the Industrialization Age 1877-1900

             Pages 609-640

Sept 28th – Oct 5th The Progressive Era 1900-1917

            Pages 641-674

Oct 7th-10th Global Involvements & The Great War, 1902-1920

            Pages 675-708

October 12 –MIDTERM EXAM

Oct 14th -21  Coping with Change 1920-1929

            Pages 709-741

Oct 24th-31st The Great Depression & The New Deal 1929-39
            Pages 742-778
Nov. 2nd -7th Americans & a World Crisis 1933-1945

            Pages 779-815

Nov 9th -14th Cold War Abroad & at Home 1945-1960

            Pages 816-842

Nov 16th-18th America at Mid Century 1945-1961

            Pages 843-872

Nov 21st-28th Liberalism, Civil Rights & War in Vietnam 1960-1975

            Pages 873-904

Nov 30th – Dec 2nd  A Time of Upheaval, 1961-1980

           Pages 905-929

Dec 5th  Review for Final Exam.

Dec 6th or 7th  Final Exam.
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