History 4393.01

Seminar in World History:

Modern Ireland

Spring 2012/T, TR 9:25-10:40
Instructor: Dr. Moira Maguire

Office: 604J Stabler Hall (569-8399) 

Office hours: T, TR 11:00-12:30 or by appointment
Course Description

This is a research-based course that will culminate in a 15-20 page paper based on a close analysis of primary sources. The course will progress through the various steps involved in choosing a suitable topic, identifying and analyzing primary and secondary sources, collecting, reading, and synthesizing data, writing a polished research paper, and presenting findings. This course will not revolve around a specific theme but will instead focus on the mechanics of researching and writing a major paper. You will choose a research topic based on coursework previously completed. This course requires preparation, active participation, and engagement with me and your classmates. 
Goals and Expectations

The course is designed to improve research, analytical, critical thinking, and writing skills. By the end of the semester you should have:

1)
improved your research and writing skills;

2)
improved your analytical and critical thinking skills;

3)
utilized and critically evaluated a variety of sources of historical research;

4)
analyzed and interpreted primary sources in historical research.

Disability Support Services

Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments consistent with federal and state law. If you have a documented disability (or need to have a disability documented), and need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible, so that we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the requirements of the course. The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process among you, your instructor(s) and the DRC. Thus, if you have a disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP). For more information, please visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability.

Academic Integrity

All of your work must reflect your own thoughts, words, opinions, and efforts. When you copy phrases, sentences, or paragraphs verbatim (word for word) from any source, you must indicate that you have done so by setting what you have copied off in quotation marks and inserting a footnote that clearly indicates the source of the quote, including author, book title, place and name of publisher, year of publication, and page number. And when you use the thoughts, words or opinions of others in paraphrase (ie changing words around, or putting someone else’s words into your own words), you must insert a footnote that clearly indicates the source of the information, including author, book title, place and name of publisher, year of publication, and page number. If the source is a website, the footnote must include the complete web address and the date you accessed it.

It is your responsibility to be sure that you understand the definition of plagiarism, and that you avoid it. Not knowing the definition of plagiarism is not an acceptable excuse for committing plagiarism.Academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this class, will be reported to the Office of the Dean of Students, and could result in a failing grade in the class and/or harsher penalties. If you are unclear about what constitutes academic dishonesty, please ask me. There will be no exceptions to this policy. 

Classroom Etiquette

I strive to maintain a classroom environment that is open and engaging and comfortable for all students. It is important to remember that college, and this classroom, are professional environments; you should behave accordingly. 

· I expect you to be respectful, in behavior and speech, of me and your classmates. Disrespectful speech or behavior is not appropriate or acceptable, nor will it be tolerated. I reserve the right to eject from the classroom students who engage in such speech or behavior. (This applies to written communications associated with the class as well.)

· Class will begin promptly at the designated time, and you should be in your seat and ready to go at that time. Late arrivals are disruptive and distracting and should be avoided. If you must arrive late, please enter quietly and take the nearest empty seat. (If the door is locked you will have to miss that day’s class, and it will count as an unexcused absence.) If you must leave early, please let me know at the start of class and sit near the door so that your departure will not distract your classmates. Consistent tardiness and loud and distracting late arrivals or early departures will not be tolerated. Under no circumstances should you knock, pound, or bang on the door to be admitted to the classroom after class has begun. 

· Please turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc., before class begins. Also remove all ear pieces and headphones. If you forget to turn your cell phone off, and it rings during class, turn it off immediately. Under no circumstances should you answer a cell phone if it rings during class. (If you do answer your cell phone during class you will be asked to leave the classroom immediately.) Please do not “play” with your cell phone, nor should you text message or play games on your phone, during class. This is rude and disrespectful behavior that is not appropriate in a professional environment. If I notice you playing with your cell phone I will ask you to leave the classroom. 

· Please do not engage in conversation during class unless it is something the whole class will be interested in. Whispering, chatting, and laughing with your friends and neighbors is rude, disrespectful, and distracting and will not be tolerated. If you engage in excessive talking and laughing you will be asked to leave the classroom.  

Written communications

I must impose some guidelines on how students correspond with me in order to keep my e-mail inbox under control.  It is also important for you to learn how to correspond appropriately in a professional environment. For those reasons, the following guidelines must be used when corresponding with me:

· Many e-mails I receive contain questions that students could answer on their own if they took the time to read the syllabus and/or read messages posted on Blackboard (or, indeed, if they used common sense). My time is as valuable as yours, so you should be mindful and courteous of my time by not inundating me with questions that you could answer with a little thought and effort. Before e-mailing me with a question, please check the syllabus and the Class Announcements posted on Blackboard. If you cannot find the answer to your question in those places you should feel free to e-mail me.  

· Always use a greeting to begin your e-mail message (ie “Dear Dr. Maguire” or “Dear Professor Maguire”) 

· Always “sign” your e-mail so I know who it is from. I do not respond to e-mails from anonymous sources, or that are not professionally and clearly presented.   I also will not open files that are attached to blank e-mails. If you must send a file to me via e-mail, please indicate in your e-mail message exactly what the file is and what you expect me to do with it. 

· Always write in complete, grammatically correct sentences. If I cannot understand what an e-mail message means, I cannot not respond to it. 

· Please do not address me as “Mrs. Maguire”. When you address women you do not know as “Mrs.” you make all sorts of assumptions about them that may or may not be appropriate, and you risk causing offense. If you address me as “Mrs.” I will not respond

· Always be respectful and professional

· DO NOT make personal attacks, disparage my character in any way, or question my ethics or professionalism.

· Do not use abusive or offensive language or profanity

· Do not use a disrespectful or accusatory tone or disrespectful language

· Do not say something in an e-mail that you would not say to me in person

· If you have a question about your grade, or if you disagree with something I have said or done, the appropriate way to address your question or concern is to email me and, in a polite and respectful way, ask me about it. 

· I will not respond to e-mail messages that are inappropriate or disrespectful, that are completely incomprehensible, or that ask questions that are answered in the syllabus. 
Blackboard
The instructor utilizes Blackboard and you should check it regularly. It is your responsibility to read all messages posted on the Class Announcements discussion board. Readings and other class materials are posted on Blackboard and occasionally I will post other information and materials that will be relevant to you. 
· To access Blackboard go to blackboard.ualr.edu, enter your NetID and password (you can find your NetID and change your password in BOSS.)  

Submitting assignments

In order to ensure that assignments do not get misplaced, the following guidelines must be followed when submitting assignments. All assignments are due at the start of class and must be submitted in person, in class. Please DO NOT:

· submit assignments through e-mail unless you have my explicit permission to do so; I will not accept assignments sent via e-mail unless I have given you permission to send them that way;

· put assignments in my mailbox or under my office door;

· ask someone else to submit your assignment for you.

I will not accept responsibility for assignments that are misplaced because they have not been submitted in person, in class. 

Assignments

The main assignments in this class will revolve around the senior capstone research paper and class participation. You will be graded as follows: 

Attendance/participation

25%

Writing exercise


10%

Proposal


10%

Annotated bibliography

5%

Outline



5%

Peer Review


10%

Research paper


35%

Class Participation: Your participation is absolutely vital your success in this class. You are expected to come to class prepared (ie having done all of the readings for the day, and completed whatever tasks were assigned)  and you are expected to participate actively in all discussions and activities. Each week you will be given a participation grade depending on your level of preparation and participation. If you attend class but do not participate at all in the discussion, you should expect nothing more than a 75% for that week’s participation. If you do not come to class at all you will receive a 0. (NOTE: More than 2 unexcused absences could result in a failing grade in the class. You must notify me as soon as possible if you must miss class for any reason. If you have a job that might interfere with attendance, or with your ability to complete assignments, you should discuss your class responsibilities with your employer. I will not  accommodate you if you are unable to attend class, or complete assignments, because of work conflicts. )   

Individual consultation: No later than Thursday, 26 January, each of you must meet with me individually to discuss possible paper topics. You may decide to change the focus of your paper as the semester progresses, but it is important for you to think about possible paper topics as early in the semester as possible. This consultation is intended to help you formulate a topic for your research paper. 

Writing exercise: You will bring to class on Tuesday, 24 January a short (no more than 3 page) essay or assignment written for another class. During class on 24 January we will trade assignments and analyze them according to a rubric distributed in class. You will then re-write the assignment, based on this analysis, and submit the original and the re-write. The re-write will be due on Tuesday, 31 January.  This assignment is intended to get you thinking more critically about grammar and style, and to give you tools for improving your own grammar. 
Proposal: For this assignment you will write a 1-2 page proposal that clearly articulates a thesis or argument and explains clearly and in sufficient detail how you plan to develop your thesis or argument (including your main points, the primary sources you will use, and how you will use them). The proposal will be accompanied by a bibliography that includes at least ten relevant secondary sources and four relevant primary sources. (The bibliography is in addition to, not part of, the 1-2 pages.) This assignment will be due on Tuesday, 28 February.
Annotated bibliography: An annotated bibliography is a complete list (or as complete as possible at the time it is due) of all sources, primary and secondary, that you will use in your research paper. Each bibliography entry should be accompanied by a brief (3-5 sentence) description of the source, its contents, and what it contributes to your paper. Your annotated bibliography should include a minimum of ten secondary sources (journal articles, monographs) and four primary sources. Internet sites cannot be used for your research paper and therefore should not be included in your bibliography. The bibliography should be divided into primary sources and secondary sources. It is due at the start of class on Thursday, 15 March.

Outline: For this assignment you will produce a 1-2 page outline that summarizes the main points of your research paper. We will share and discuss these outlines in class. The outline is due at the start of class on Tuesday, 10 April.
Draft: You must submit a draft of your paper, which will be used both for my own feedback and for the peer review exercise. You should not take the draft lightly...it is not something to be thrown together the night before it is due. The draft should be your complete paper, including footnotes and bibliography. You will of course make changes, based on my and your peer’s feedback, but all of your research and analysis and the bulk of your writing should be completed by the time the draft is due. The draft is due at the start of class on Thursday, 26 April.
Peer Review: A vital part of the writing process is reviewing and critiquing other people’s work. Only in reading others’ work can we fully understand our own thought and writing processes. You will be responsible for reading the draft of one of your classmate’s papers and commenting on writing style, content, argument, sources, etc. I will distribute drafts in class on Thursday, 26 April, and your review will be due at the start of class on Tuesday, 1 May.
Research Paper: This course meets the requirements of the senior history major capstone experience, and thus the primary assignment will be a research paper of 15-20 pages, that utilizes primary and secondary sources to examine some aspect of world history. The research paper should make a persuasive and original argument based on a close examination and analysis of primary sources. 

Late assignments WILL NOT be accepted. If you believe that family circumstances or other urgent situation make it impossible for you to submit an assignment on time, you must submit a written request for an extension at least one week prior to the due date. If an unforeseen emergency occurs on the day an assignment is due you must contact me immediately. Under no circumstances should you email an assignment to me if you are unable to make it to class on the day it is due. You must notify me of your circumstances and I will determine whether it is appropriate to accept your assignment. 
Required Texts:
There are no required texts for this course. All required readings are posted on Blackboard in PDF format. 

Course Outline

17 January
Introduction

19 January
Using library databases
READ: Wayne C. Booth et al, The Craft of Research, third edition. London and Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 2008, 35-50.

24 January
Choosing a topic



READ: Bruce Ballenger, The Curious Researcher: A Guide to Writing Research

 Papers, sixth edition. New York: Longman Pearson, 2009, 27-52.

READ:
Jules R. Benjamin, A Student’s Guide to History, eleventh edition. Boston and New York:  Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2010, 88-94. 


26 January 
Writing exercise


READ: Howard S. Becker, Writing for Social Scientists. London and Chicago,

 University of Chicago Press, 1986, 1-25. 
TASK: Bring to class today a short (no more than 3 page) assignment completed 



in another History class. 
31 January
 Individual reports on topics
2 February
Finding secondary sources



READ: Benjamin, Student’s Guide to History, 25-50; 70-77; 94-105.


READ: Ballenger, The Curious Researcher, 65-81. 


TASK: Bring a historical monograph to class that is related to your topic
7 February
Report on secondary sources



READ: Benjamin, 109-111.



READ: Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, fifth edition.

 Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007, 14-17. 


TASK: Come to class prepared to report orally on one of your secondary
sources. This will include summarizing the author’s thesis/argument, sources
used, how well the author supports his/her argument, and where your own paper

fits. This means you will have to have read the book in its entirety...
9 February
Finding primary sources



READ:
Benjamin, Student’s Guide to History, 105-109. 
TASK: Bring a historical monograph to class that is related to your topic
14 February
Working with primary sources



READ: Benjamin, Student’s Guide to History, 64-70.


READ: Rampolla, Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 9-13. 
TASK: Bring one of your primary sources to class and be prepared to present it
 to and discuss it with the class. 
16 February
Working with primary sources

TASK: Bring one of your primary sources to class and be prepared to present it to and discuss it with the class. 

21 February
The research proposal



READ: James D. Lester, Writing Research Papers, A Complete Guide, eighth

edition. New York: HarperCollins, 1996, 18-23.
READ: David Silverman, Doing Qualitative Research, third edition. Los Angeles: Sage, 2010, 179-186.
istorHis

23 February
 NO CLASS – work on research proposals
28 February
Proposal presentation


TASK: Bring enough copies of your proposal for the entire class. We will spend
the next two class periods reading and commenting on one another’s proposals. 
1 March 
Proposal presentation



TASK: Bring copies of proposals to class
6 March
Reading and note taking 


READ: Rampolla, Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 25-28.



READ: Ballenger, The Curious Researcher, 55-59; 115-118.



READ: Lester, Writing Research Papers, 119-138.



READ: Jacques Barzun and Henry F. Graff, The Modern Researcher, fifth

 edition. Orlando: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1992, 18-29.
8 March
Plagiarism: what it is and how to avoid it
READ: Benjamin, Student’s Guide to History, 120-121.



READ: Booth, The Craft of Research, 191-197. 



READ: Lester, Writing Research Papers, 140-144.



READ: Rampolla, Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 88-95.
13 March
Citing your work


READ: Rampolla, Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 88-95.



Ballenger, The Curious Researcher, 121-137.
15 March
Progress reports


TASK: Prepare a brief (5 minutes) report, to be presented to the class, on the
 secondary sources you’ve examined to date
20 March
SPRING BREAK

22 March
SPRING BREAK

27 March
Synthesizing information


READ: Booth, The Craft of Research, 108-119; 130-138; 177-187.


READ: Lester, Writing Research Papers, 154-163. 
29 March 
Progress reports



TASK: Prepare a report, to be presented to the class, on the status of your paper

so far, including secondary and primary sources examined, where your argument

is headed, problems you are encountering, etc. 
3 April

Progress reports

TASK: Prepare a report, to be presented to the class, on the status of your paper
so far, including secondary and primary sources examined, where your argument is headed, problems you are encountering, etc. 
5 April 

NO CLASS: work on outlines
10 April
Outlines


READ: Ballenger, The Curious Researcher, 131-134.



READ: Lester, Writing Research Papers, 90-93. 
TASK: Bring enough copies of your outline to share with the class. We will
discuss the outlines as a group. 
12 April
The writing process


READ: Benjamin, Student’s Guide to History, 51-62; 128-131; 135-143; 187-191.



READ: Booth, Craft of Research, 203-212.



READ: Rampolla, Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 52-68. 
17 April
Presenting your work


READ: Benjamin, Student’s Guide to History, 78-78.



Additional readings TBA
19 April
NO CLASS: Work on presentations
24 April
Presentations 

26 April
Presentations
1 May

Individual Consultations

3 May

Individual Consultations

Final papers are due electronically (i.e. in Word format as e-mail attachments) by 5 pm on Friday, 11 May.  

NOTE: The Instructor reserves the right to change the above schedule, readings, or lecture topics.  

Grading Rubric

Grammar/Writing: Paper is well-written and grammatically correct

50 points

· Paper is organized and follows a logical path

· Paper is written in grammatically correct prose

· Paper includes clear introductory and concluding sections
· Paper includes clear transition sentences

· Paper is written in correct verb tense

· Paper avoids first/second person pronouns

· Paper uses correct sentence and paragraph structure and format

Content: Paper develops and supports a clear argument



50 points

· Paper begins with an introductory paragraph and a clearly identifiable thesis statement

· Paper ends with a clear conclusion that summarizes the argument and main points

· Paper develops a clear and logical argument

· Paper strikes an appropriate balance between narrative (summarizing/telling a story) and analysis/interpretation/independent thought

· Paper includes specific examples and evidence from appropriate primary and secondary sources
· Paper demonstrates significant analysis of primary sources

DEDUCTIONS: You are expected to properly cite your work and follow all instructions that you have been given. Therefore, you will not be rewarded for doing what is expected, you will be penalized for not doing what is expected. You may lose UP TO the following number of points for failing to properly cite your work or follow instructions, as indicated below

Citation: Paper is properly cited






-20 points


· Paper includes footnotes and bibliography

· Footnotes are numbered consecutively

· All direct quotes are properly identified and cited

· Internet sites are evaluated for credibility and appropriateness

Instructions: Paper conforms to all  instructions provided by the instructor

-20 points

· NOTE: This includes instructions given in the syllabus, in the introduction to the course, and posted on the Class Announcements board

· Instructions for Writing Essays adhered to
· Paper is properly cited

· All other instructions followed

Presentation: Paper is polished and professionally presented


-10 points

· Paper is typed and neatly presented

· Paper includes page numbers

· Paper has been proofread and edited

· Paper is free of careless spelling and typographical mistakes

Instructions for Writing Essays

NOTE: These instructions must be followed for every assignment done in this class. Failure to follow these instructions will result in significant grade reductions OR a failing grade. These are not “random” rules that I made up simply to torture you; they provide guidance on the appropriate way to present yourself, in written form, in a professional environment. 

CONTENT

· Your paper should begin with an introductory paragraph that clearly lays out your paper’s main argument (thesis) and structure. This paragraph should, in a sense, act as a roadmap that guides your reader through the key issues that your paper will address. This opening paragraph should be at least 5 or 6 sentences long and should include a thesis statement, or a sentence that clearly lays out your paper’s main argument, point, or thesis. 

· Just as your introductory paragraph provides a roadmap for your reader, your concluding paragraph should summarize the key points addressed in the paper. A reader should be able to gain at least a basic understanding of what your paper is about simply by reading the introductory and concluding paragraphs. 

· Avoid broad generalizations and “big statements”. When you make claims or assertions you must be prepared to back them up with evidence from your readings. (For example, you cannot say something like “Everyone likes bananas” unless you provide evidence to support your claim that everyone likes bananas.)

· Be careful not to view or evaluate the past through your own biases and sensibilities. Your task is not to judge the past based on current standards and conventions, but rather to try and understand why things were as they were in the past. Avoid judgmental language.

STYLE/STRUCTURE

· Pay careful attention to paragraph structure. Each paragraph should fully, completely, and in detail develop a single theme or idea, and each paragraph should begin with a “topic sentence” that gives the reader a clue as to the paragraph’s content. Effective paragraphs are usually a minimum of 5-6 sentences. Avoid short paragraphs of less than three sentences, as these tend to be undeveloped and thus unhelpful. One sentence is not a paragraph.

· Be sure to link your paragraphs with effective transition sentences (ie a sentence that comes at the end of one paragraph that helps guide the reader to the content of the next paragraph), rather than jumping from one topic to another without alerting the reader that you are about to change the subject. 

· Avoid an over-reliance on direct quotes, and avoid ending a paragraph with a direct quote. Quotes are intended to reinforce your point, not make your point for you, and they should be used sparingly. Also, you should not assume that a direct quote speaks for itself – you need to interpret it and place it in the context of your argument. Whenever you use a direct quote (in other words, when you take someone else’s words and use them verbatim) it must be set off by quotation marks, and you must include a footnote indicating its source. 

· Please use footnotes rather than endnotes. Footnotes must be used every time you use the words, thoughts, or ideas of others, even if you do not quote them directly. In other words, if the information is not considered “common knowledge” you should probably cite it with a footnote. Do not use parenthetical references (in other words, do not put citation information in parentheses at the end of a sentence.)

· All assignments except the midterm and final exams must include a bibliography that lists all the books, journal articles, and websites that you used to research your paper. All items used for research must be included even if you do not quote from them directly. 

GRAMMAR/LANGUAGE

· Do not use first or second person pronouns (“I”, “you”, “we”, “us”, etc)., in your papers. Historical writing is supposed to be objective, and when you constantly refer to yourself or your reader you lose your ability to be objective, and therefore your writing will lack credibility. 

· Avoid slang, jargon, informal language, vulgarity, and conversational tone. Writing should be formal and clear. Avoid words that are gender-biased or that have negative connotations for racial, ethnic, or religious groups. Also avoid electronic communication shorthand, slang, and icons.. 

· Historical writing should be in the past rather than the present tense, and verb tenses should be consistent throughout the paper. You should also use active rather than passive verbs whenever possible, as excessive use of passive verbs can lead to confusion and lack of clarity. 

· Avoid the use of contractions – they should be spelled out.

· Be careful not to confuse it’s (the contraction for it is) with its (the possessive form of it). 
HOW TO AVOID PLAGIARISM AND OTHER PROBLEMS

· My policy with regard to plagiarism is clearly outlined on pages 1 and 2 of this syllabus. You can avoid plagiarism by taking the following steps:

· Do not:

· purchase papers from the internet

· cut and paste material from the internet

· submit papers that have already been submitted for another class

· submit papers that were written by anyone but yourself. 

· Carefully and correctly cite all direct quotes and all information that is not considered common knowledge

· When you use a direct quote (in other words, copying someone else’s words exactly) you must set off the copied material in quotation marks, and at the end of the quote you must insert a footnote that provides the source of the quote (including author, title of book or article, date of publication, page number).

· Following is an example of correct citation format for a book:
· Ann Taylor Allen. Feminism and Motherhood in Western Europe, 1890-1970: The Maternal Dilemma. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005, p. 10. 

· Following is an example of correct citation format for a journal article:
· Ann Taylor Allen. “Gardens of Children, Gardens of God: Kindergartens and Day-Care Centers in Nineteenth-Century Germany,” Journal of Social History, vol. 19 no. 3 (Spring 1986): p. 433.

· Following is an example of correct citation for a website:

· “The Great War and the Shaping of the Twentieth Century, www.pbs.org/greatwar/ (Accessed January 10, 2008).

· Always include a bibliography at the end of your paper. 

· Under no circumstances should you use Wikipedia for any assignment in my class. Use of Wikipedia will result in an automatic failing grade.

· When you use the internet, you must explain, in your bibliography, why you believe the site is credible, and why it is appropriate for use in college level work. I expect you to use good judgment when using the internet, and only use internet sources that are credible and scholarly in origin. If you cannot vouch for the credibility of the sites you have used, do not use them. 

PRESENTATION

· Papers should be double spaced, using a standard 1” margin on all sides; font should be no smaller than 10 point and no larger than 12 point. 

· Papers should be carefully proofread and typographical and other mistakes corrected; excessive careless errors will result in grade reductions.

· Please use standard paragraph format: indent the first line of every paragraph five spaces. The reader should be able to clearly distinguish one paragraph from another.
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