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Course Description

This course introduces students to the research practices, challenges, and community engagement opportunities associated with local history.  Major themes include research in archival and online collections; working with community entities such as schools, non-profit agencies, local government, libraries, museums, and historical societies; and avenues for disseminating research to community audiences.  The class is designed to incorporate technology through content delivery, examination of primary source documents, and in student work and presentations.  The format of the course will involve discussions of thematic readings about the history of Little Rock and Central Arkansas on Tuesdays, and field visits to local museums and archives on most Thursdays.  

  

Course Objectives
After completing this course, students will be able to

• Understand the challenges and opportunities of researching, writing, and presenting local history to community groups, such as schools, museums, libraries, government agencies, and historical societies

· Demonstrate the ability to work collaboratively with community partners to design, seek funding for, and disseminate research about community history topics
· Demonstrate proficiency in research in local archives and/or government records
Text

There is no required text for this course.  Weekly readings will be posted on Blackboard.  You will need Adobe Acrobat Reader in order to view the files; please make sure you have disabled pop-up blockers on your Internet browser when using Blackboard.
 

Grading

Your grade in this course will be based on the following items:

Annotated Bibliography - 20%

Each student will prepare an annotated bibliography of primary and secondary sources related to a community history topic.  Sources must include local archival and online document collections, as well as secondary literature which provides context for the local topic

Weekly discussion participation - 20%

Each student will participate weekly discussions based on the readings about the thematic history of Little Rock and their application to individual community history projects

Grant Proposal & Budget - 30%

Working with community partners, each student will prepare a grant proposal for an appropriate local, state, or national agency, with the goal of submitting the grant proposal to fund the collaborative community project

Collaborative Community Project - 30%

Each student will prepare a portfolio of items related to the collaborative community project, including notes of meetings with community partners, research questions, and a summary of major content in the format of a small exhibit, pamphlet or booklet, web site, photo scavenger hunt, or walking/driving tour.

Students with disabilities:  It is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments.  If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement--such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos--please notify the instructor as soon as possible.  Students are also welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143 (v/tty). For more information, visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability.  

 

Cheating and plagiarism:  Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses.  All sources, including information gathered on the Internet, must be correctly cited (author, page number) in primary source papers and essay exams.  Anyone who is involved in cheating or plagiarism will not receive credit for the assignment.  In addition, that person may be turned over to the Integrity and Grievance Committee for disciplinary action.  See Section VI of the student handbook for more details. 

 

Course Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Reading/ Assignments

	Unit 1: Place, Community, and History
	What makes a community?
	

	1/17
	Course Introduction
	

	1/19
	Place in community history


	Joseph Amato, Rethinking Home, introduction and ch 1

Activity/Discussion: Your “Place Called Home”

	1/24
	Overview of Little Rock history

Sources for community history
	http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=970 
Amato, Rethinking Home, ch 9 

	1/26
	UALR History/ walking tour

Guest speaker: Dr. C. Fred Williams
	Christopher Long, “Architecture: the built object” 
UALR History/Mission website

http://ualr.edu/about/index.php/home/history-and-mission/ 

	Unit 2:

19th century Little Rock
	How do public institutions, community members, and historians remember the history of 19th century Little Rock?
	

	1/31
	Early 19th century Little Rock
	White, “The Election of 1827 and the Conway-Crittenden Duel” and 

Holt, ch 1 of The Rise and Fall of the American Whig Party

Additional optional readings online

	2/1
	Museum visit: Old State House
Guest speakers: Heather Zbinden & Georgeanne Sisco
	Old State House Museum website

http://www.oldstatehouse.com/Default.aspx 

	2/7
	Little Rock’s Founding Families
	Margaret Smith Ross, “The Watkins-Stevenson Family”
“Young Hiram Whittengton Arrives in Little Rock…1827”

Extract of Description of Little Rock in 1830

Ellen Harrell Cantrell, “An exact description of Little Rock in 1849”

Additional optional readings online

	2/9
	Walking tour: MacArthur Park Historic District (weather permitting)
	http://www.littlerock.com/audiotour/default.asp
Continue to read additional readings from 2/7

	2/14
	19th century Race and the Frontier
	Paul Lack, “An Urban Slave Community in Little Rock, 1831-1862”
Excerpts from Horton, ed. Slavery and Public History

	2/16
	Museum visit: Historic Arkansas Museum
Guest Speaker: Bill Worthen
	http://www.historicarkansas.org/visiting/homes.aspx 
excerpts from Anderson, The Living History Sourcebook

	2/21
	Civil War/ Reconstruction
	Coulter, “The Impact of the Civil War upon Pulaski County, Arkansas”
Longacre & Bowler, “Letters from Little Rock of Capt. James M. Bowler, 112th US Colored Troops”

Hepp, “The Mayors of Reconstruction Little Rock”

	2/23
	Museum visit: MacArthur Museum of Arkansas Military History
	

	Unit 3:
Community History Partnerships
	How can public historians create partnerships to interpret community history?
	

	2/28
	Envisioning & designing community history projects
	Giglierano & Overmyer, “Why are you studying my neighborhood?”
Little, “Celebrating 300 Years in a City of Neighborhoods: Philadelphia Moving Past”

	3/1
	Walking Tour: Mount Holly Cemetery and/or Oakland Fraternal Cemetery
	David Weitzman, “Resting Places”

Additional optional reading online 

	3/6
	Grant Writing
Guest speaker: Jama Best, Arkansas Humanities Council
	Arkansas Humanities Council grant proposals

	3/8
	Individual Research appointments
	Annotated bibliography due

	3/13
	Using the Internet to Interpret Community History
Guest speaker: Chad Garrett
	Blenkinsop, “The Internet: Virtual Space”
North Little Rock History Commission website

http://nlrhistory.com/index.html

	3/15
	Genealogy and community history
	Weitzman, “Strangers no More”
Stewart, “Expanding the Archive: The Role of Family History in Exploring Connections within a Settler’s World”

	Unit 4: 
20th century Little Rock
	How do institutions, community members, and historians remember the history of 20th century Little Rock?
	

	3/27
	20th century economic history
	Bolton, “Turning Point: World War II and Economic Development of Arkansas”
Amato, Rethinking Home chapter 10

Cohen, Making a New Deal: Industrial Workers in Chicago, 1919-1939 chapter 5

	3/29
	Archive tour: Little Rock City Hall or Arkansas State Fair
	Grant Proposal and budget due 3/29
William Grant Still, “My Arkansas Boyhood”


	4/3
	20th century politics
	Henry M. Alexander, “Little Rock and the City Manager Plan”
Additional reading TBA posted online

	4/5
	Archive tour: Arkansas History Commission or UALR Center for Arkansas History and Culture
	Reading TBA posted online


	4/10
	20th century neighborhoods
	Nichols, “Pulaski Heights”
Kirk, “A Study in Second Class Citizenship”

Gotham, “Beyond Invasion and Succession”

	4/12
	Museum visit: Mosaic Templars Cultural Center
	Nichols, “Dunbar Neighborhood”



	Unit 5: 1957 and Beyond
	How did the Central High Crisis reflect and shape race relations in Little Rock?
	

	4/17
	Central High Crisis
	Kirk, “The Little Rock Crisis and Postwar Black Activism in Arkansas”
Cope “Marginal Youngsters and Hoodlums of Both Sexes”

Williams, “Class: The Central Issue in the 1957 Little Rock School Crisis”

	4/19
	Museum visit: Central High School National Historic Site
	Reading TBA posted online

	4/24
	Race: 1960s and beyond
	Johnson, “After 1958: Resisting Integration in Little Rock”

	4/26
	Ongoing research: Race in Little Rock
Speaker: Dr. John Kirk and/or Dr. Jess Porter
	Reading TBA posted online

	5/1
	Student Presentations
	

	5/3
	Student Presentations
	Collaborative Community Project due 5/3


 

