Priscilla J. McChristian

History 2311: U.S. History to 1877
Spring 2012, January 17 – May 15
Thursdays, 6:00 – 8:40PM
Stabler Hall 407

Instructor contact information:

Please use email to contact me: pjmcchristia@ualr.edu.
Office: Chancellor’s Office, Administration South, Suite 309

Office Hours: 3-5:00 p.m. on Wednesdays and by appointment. I am on campus 8AM – 5PM, M-F. Please email to schedule a time outside regular office hours. I will send a timely response to emails with questions about the course.
Class Description: The purpose of this course is to become familiar with the history of the United States from before colonization to 1877. The course will include description, analysis, and explanation of the major political, social, economic and diplomatic events through Reconstruction. Special attention is devoted to the cross-cultural development of three civilizations—Native American, European, and African—on the North American continent. Major topics for study include: European colonial empires; the American Revolution; the Constitution of 1787; evolution of a national government; development of racial slavery; relationships with foreign governments; westward expansion of the United States; and the American Civil War.
Course Objectives:  
1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of historical information such as names,  

dates and chronologies, events, terms, and concepts.

 

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the diversity and complexity of the 
historical context that shapes human experience.

 

3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the inter-relatedness of historical 
events as expressed in such concepts as continuity and change, causation, interdependence of cultures, and the interaction between differing groups and societies.

 

4. Students will organize and articulate their ideas through an essay that presents a 
thesis relevant to the question. 

 

5. Students will support their ideas with historical evidence and will reach 
conclusions based on that evidence.

Learning Objectives: At the end of this course, you should understand the basic story of how the United States was formed, what early struggles the new nation faced, and how it remained intact through the Civil War. You will demonstrate knowledge of historical information such as names, dates and chronologies, events, terms, and concepts. You will recognize and understand the cultural, political, and economic events that shaped each region of the country and determined its development. You will demonstrate an understanding of the inter-relatedness of historical events as expressed in such concepts as continuity and change, causation, interdependence of cultures, and the interaction between differing groups and societies. You also will demonstrate an understanding of the diversity and complexity of the historical context that shapes human experience. You will be asked to read for content, and you will be asked to write about what you have learned. Beyond the required text, you will have the opportunity to study primary source documents that will give you the chance to make your own arguments and analyses in a historical context.

Materials: There is one required textbook for this course. It is available in the campus bookstore and is on two-hour reserve in UALR Library. Paul S. Boyer, et. al., Enduring Vision, vol. 1, 7th edition. ISBN 9781111341565. Other short readings will be handed out in class. These will be part of the material covered in the exams, and you are responsible for coming to class, getting any reading handed out, and keeping track of those readings so that you can study for the exams.

Course Requirements: Attendance is required for this course. You are required to do the reading listed on the syllabus and to come to class with notes and questions about that reading. You are required to take a weekly quiz on selected key terms bolded in the assigned textbook chapters. You are required to read and be responsible for any material handed out in class. You are also required to take three essay exams, two in-class midterms and a final exam during the final exam period. 
You will need three bluebooks – one for the two mid-term essays and one for the final exam. You will also need notebook paper each week for the quizzes.
Attendance: Attendance is required to successfully complete this course. Your grade will be based on discussion participation, quizzes, and exams – all of which will take place during class. Absences for school events will be excused with appropriate documentation.

Grades: Participation will count for 15% of your grade. This includes readings, group discussions, presentations, research, and active listening during class. In the 17-week course, there are 12 active discussion weeks, which amounts to about 13 points per class. I will deduct 13 points for each absence. I will award up to 13 points for active participation and engagement with the material and with your fellow classmates.

Weekly quizzes will count for 20% of your grade (17-week course with 12 quizzes). I will take the top 10 quiz scores and drop your lowest two. There are no make-up quizzes. If you miss a class, you lose 20 points for the quiz (a 0%). Remember, you can drop the lowest two scores.
Each of the two mid-term essay exams will count for 20% of your grade (totaling 40%). The final essay exam will count for 25% of your grade. [See Attachment 1 for tips on how to prepare for an essay exam.]

Participation: 150 points

Quizzes: 200 points (10 x 20 points)

Mid-term One: 200 points

Mid-term Two: 200 points

Final: 250 points

Total: 1,000 possible points

A.....90%-100% 

B.....80%-89% 

C.....70%-79% 

D.....60%-69% 

F….0%-59%
Make-up Exams:  In the event that you miss one of the two mid-term exams, make-up exams will be given on consultation day, Tuesday, May 8. The time and location for the make-up exams will be announced near the end of the semester. No student will be permitted to take more than one make-up exam. There are no make-ups for the final exam.

Students with Disabilities:

Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments consistent with federal and state law. If you have a documented disability (or need to have a disability documented), and need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible, so that we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the requirements of the course. The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process among you, your instructor(s) and the DRC. Thus, if you have a disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP). For more information, please visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability.

Academic Integrity: All of your work must reflect your own thoughts, words, opinions, and efforts. When you copy phrases, sentences, or paragraphs verbatim (word for word) from any source, you must indicate that you have done so by setting what you have copied off in quotation marks and inserting a footnote that clearly indicates the source of the information, including author, book title, publication details, year of publication, and page number. And when you use the thoughts, words or opinions of others in paraphrase (i.e. changing words around, or putting someone else’s words into your own words), you must insert a footnote that clearly indicates the source of the information, including author, book title, publication details, year of publication, and page number. If the source is a website, the footnote must include the complete web address and the date you accessed it.
Inclement Weather: In the event the main UALR campus closes due to inclement weather, students will be notified by phone or text if they have signed up for UALR Emergency Alerts (which I strongly encourage you to do!). Notification also will be posted on the UALR website homepage and the main UALR phone number 569-3000.

If we miss a class due to weather, I will email you with instructions on how we will make up the material from the missed class.  For example, I may email two primary source documents with discussion questions (that also relate to the assigned reading for the week) and ask students to turn in the answers during our next scheduled class period.
Classroom Etiquette:
· Be on time.

· Put your cellphone on vibrate. In general, all electronic devices are prohibited during class, and without exception they are prohibited during exams. 

· If you bring food or drinks into class, please be quiet about it. Like in a movie theater, crinkling of bags or wrappers and loud chewing/smacking of food is extremely annoying and distracting.
· Chewing gum in class is not allowed.
· Please be respectful of your classmates during class discussions. I expect a positive environment.
· Questions relevant to the subject matter being discussed are always encouraged during class.

Reading and Requirements Schedule:

HIST 2311: “U.S. History to 1877”
Thursdays, January 19 – May 10
Week One:  January 19. Introductions and first steps.

Week Two:  January 26. “Peoples of the Americas and the Atlantic World Collide, about 15,000 BC to 1625 AD.” Reading for class: Enduring Vision, Chapters 1 & 2. (Quiz)
Week Three:  February 2. “Emergence of Colonial Societies, 1625-1700.” Reading for class: Enduring Vision, Chapter 3. (Quiz) 

Week Four: February 9. “Slavery and the Bonds of Empire, 1660-1750.” Reading for class: Enduring Vision, Chapter 4. (Quiz)
Week Five: February 16. “Roads to Revolution, 1750-1776.” Reading for class: Enduring Vision, Chapter 5. (Quiz) 

Week Six: February 23. Midterm Essay Exam One. Reading for next week: Enduring Vision, Chapter 6. 

Week Seven: March 1. “Securing Independence, Defining Nationhood, 1776-1788.” Reading for class: Enduring Vision, Chapter 6. (Quiz)
Week Eight: March 8. “Launching the New Republic; and America at War and Peace, 1778-1824.” Reading for class: Enduring Vision Chapters 7 & 8. (Quiz)  

Week Nine: March 15. “Transformation of American Society (Age of Reform), 1815-1840.” Reading for class: Enduring Vision, Chapter 9. (Quiz) 

Week Ten: March 22. SPRING BREAK! – NO CLASS. Reading for next week: Enduring Vision, Chapters 10 & 11.
Week Eleven: March 29. “Democratic Politics, Religious Revival, and Reform; and Technology, Culture, and Everyday Life, 1824-1860.” Reading for class: Enduring Vision, Chapters 10 &11. (Quiz)
Week Twelve: April 5. Midterm Essay Exam Two. Reading for next week: Enduring Vision, Chapters 12 & 13.
Week Thirteen: April 12. “Slavery, Immigration, Expansion, and Sectional Conflict, 1830-1848.” Reading for class: Enduring Vision, Chapters 12 & 13. (Quiz)
Week Fourteen: April 19. “From Compromise to Secession, 1850-1861.” Reading for Class: Enduring Vision, Chapter 14. (Quiz)    

Week Fifteen: April 26. “The Civil War, 1861-1865.” Reading for class: Enduring Vision, Chapter 15. (Quiz)    

Week Sixteen: May 3. “The Crises of Reconstruction, 1865-1877.” Reading for class: Enduring Vision, Chapter 16. (Quiz)
Week Seventeen: May 10.  FINAL 

NOTE: The instructor reserves the right to adjust the above schedule and assigned readings.
Attachment 1: Tips for Essay Exams

The Essay Exam:  Organization and neatness have merit.
Before writing out the exam:

· Write down their key words, listings, etc. as they are fresh in your mind. Otherwise these ideas may be blocked (or be unavailable) when the time comes to write the later questions. This will reduce "clutching" or panic (anxiety, actually fear which disrupts thoughts).

· Set up a time schedule to answer each question and to review/edit all questions.

· If six questions are to be answered in sixty minutes, allow yourself only seven minutes for each.

· If questions are "weighted", prioritize that into your time allocation for each question.

· When the time is up for one question, stop writing, leave space, and begin the next question. The incomplete answers can be completed during the review time. 

· Six incomplete answers will usually receive more credit than three, complete ones. 

· Read through the questions once and note if you have any choice in answering questions.

· Pay attention to how the question is phrased, or to the "directives", or words such as "compare", "contrast", "criticize", etc. 

· Answers will come to mind immediately for some questions.
· Before attempting to answer a question, put it in your own words.

· Now compare your version with the original. Do they mean the same thing? If they don't, you've misread the question. You'll be surprised how often they don't agree.

Think before you write:

· Make a brief outline for each question.
· Number the items in the order you will discuss them.
· State your main point in the first sentence.
· Use your first paragraph to provide an overview of your essay.

· Use the rest of your essay to discuss these points in more detail.

· Back up your points with specific examples or quotations from your readings and notes.
· Teachers are influenced by compactness, completeness and clarity of an organized answer.
· Writing in the hope that the answers will somehow turn up is time-consuming and usually futile.
· To know a little and to present that little well is, by and large, superior to knowing much and presenting it poorly--when judged by the grade received.

Writing & answering:

· Begin with a strong first sentence that states the main idea of your essay.

· Continue this first paragraph by presenting key points.
· Develop your argument.
· Begin each paragraph with a key point from the introduction.
· Develop each point in a complete paragraph.
· Use transitions, or enumerate, to connect your points.
· Hold to your time allocation and organization.
· Avoid very definite statements when possible; a qualified statement connotes a philosophic attitude, the mark of an educated person

· Qualify answers when in doubt.

· It is better to say "toward the end of the 19th century" than to say "in 1894" when you can't remember, whether it's 1884 or 1894. In many cases, the approximate time is all that is wanted; unfortunately 1894, though approximate, may be incorrect, and will usually be marked accordingly.

· Summarize in your last paragraph; restate your central idea and indicate why it is important.

Review:
· Complete questions left incomplete, but allow time to review all questions

· Review, edit, correct misspellings, incomplete words and sentences, miswritten dates and numbers.

· Not enough time? Outline your answers

[Source: Study Guides and Strategies. (Accessed on December 24, 2011). Testing with Success Series: The Essay Exam. Retrieved from http://www.studygs.net/tsttak4.htm.]
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