UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS at Little Rock

HIST 1312: Course Syllabus

History of Civilization II
9 am (10am), MWF
Dr. Natalie Molineaux
Location:  Ross Hall 122


Office Location:  Stabler Hall 601, MWF (or by Appt.)
Instructor:  Dr. Natalie Molineaux
Office Hours: 11:00 am – 12pm,
E-mail: nbmolineaux@mail.ualr.edu
Phone Contact: 501.569.3235 (Office); 207.632.1363 (Cell)
REQUIRED TEXT: Robert W. Strayer. Ways of the World: A Brief Global History, with Sources. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2011.
RECOMMENDED: John P. McKay, et al. A History of World Societies. 8th Ed. New York: Bedford/St. Martin, 2009; Philip Adler and Randall Pouwels. World Civilizations, 6th Ed. Boston: Wadsworth, 2008.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: History of Civilization II (HIST 1312) offers students a grand overview of “the history of the world’s significant civilizations since approximately A.D. 1600
”;  to wit, “the changes in the world order due to the development of modern industrial society, modern science, and the [modern] nation-state.”  It is usually taken as the second part of the wider survey of world history, marked by the onset of a religious revolution in Europe and a dynamic period of maritime exploration. Such developments set in motion an age of encounter and exchange of continents, nations and peoples on an unprecedented scale.  Our journey through this “Early Modern Period” (ca A.D. 1600-1800),  
 shall include an exploration of the processes by which the Western world (i.e., Europe, the Americas, Australia and New Zealand),  
 became preeminent, politically and economically, relative to other major world civilizations. The demarcation from the Early Modern and the “Modern Period” (1815-the present) is marked by two world revolutions, the Industrial Revolution and the French Revolution.  The consequences and effects of these two events continue to reverberate throughout the world, particularly as they continually challenge and undermine the dominance of the Western world.  
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  By semester’s end, each student is expected to be able to:

1. Demonstrate critical thinking skills requisite to extrapolating and/or distilling unifying themes, overarching ideas and broad cross-cultural social, political, religious and economic developments (i.e., “the big picture”), from historical narratives, as presented in assigned readings, lectures, discussions, etc.    2. Cultivate those capacities that are consistent with socio-cultural diversity and mutual tolerance.  

Students are thus expected to read all assigned readings; complete all writing assignments; write copious class notes; engage in small group activities/class discussions; show a capacity for making informed comparisons and contrasts, and identifying catalysts and/or causal factors. 

3. Address fundamental questions regarding what and when, who and where, how and why, in order to explain the dual processes of historical change and constancy, specific to: the emergence/evolution of the Early Modern World; the interface of Western with non-Western civilizations in the Modern World; and, finally, the multiple processes of globalization manifest since the end of the Second World War (1945).
COURSE EVALUATION: The student's final grade will be calculated according to the following percentages:

Best Two (of Three) Exams


20%

Final Exam (comprehensive)


20%

In-Class Quizzes, Assignments


20% 

Two Writing Assignments


20%

Class Attendance, Participation


20%
Exams: Each consists of a combination of objective (multiple choice, true-false, matching, etc.) and subjective (identification and short essay questions). Exam questions will be drawn from class readings, lectures, discussions, films, etc. A Q & A session and review of material covered will precede each scheduled exam. At the end of the semester, the lowest of three exam-scores will be dropped. This does not include the Final exam.
Quizzes: You may expect to an in-class quiz about once a week (usually on Fridays). Most quiz questions will be drawn from lectures and reading assignments for that particular week. Such will include questions from the “Considering the Evidence” section at the end of each assigned chapter of your text, Ways of the World. 
Writing Assignments:  There are two writing assignments, both four-page (1,000 -word) essays worth 50 points.  For Essay 1, due, students are Karl Marx’s view of history in the Communist Manifesto. (See http://www.anu.edu.au/polsci/marx/classics/manifesto.html). For Essay 2, due , students will discuss the “Economic Difficulties of the Peace,” an essay published after World War I by renowned economist, John Maynard Keynes (See http://econ161.berkeley.edu/articles_of_the_month/ecp.html). Cf. “Guidelines” below.
ATTENDANCE: Each student is expected to show up for each and every class. Six or more absences are excessive and may result in one whole letter-grade reduction. Continued absenteeism may result in your being dropped from the course altogether. It is in your best interest to call the History Department, or my cell, and let me know if you know beforehand that you are going to be really late or miss class. If you are unable to do so, make every effort to send an e-mail or a Blackboard message. 
ARRIVING LATE/LEAVING EARLY: Arriving late or leaving early show an absence of respect, both for your instructor as well as other students. Should you expect to be late, and or have to leave early for some legitimate reason, please make every effort to notify the instructor beforehand.  Arriving late to class (ten minutes), or leaving class early will be noted, and may well be counted as an absence.   
OTHER ISSUES
Anyone who engages in disruptive, disrespectful behavior (i.e., texting or surfing the net, talking loudly in class, making rude remarks, going often for bathroom breaks). Cell phones shall be turned off or turned to vibrate during class. Use of computers for taking notes in class must be cleared first through the instructor. All electronic devices will be prohibited during exams.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

It is the stated policy of the University to create inclusive learning environments. Should any question be raised as to the accessibility to any academic tools or activities posing a barrier to a student’s capacity to fully learn and participate in the academic process, please notify the Disability Resource Center at 501-569-3143, or visit the website www.ualr.edu/disability.      

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
All of your work must reflect your own study, hard work, opinions and insights. Such means that in the event that you fail to cite or otherwise give proper credit to who credit is due, you are in violation of University policy. Failure to do so can result in severe penalties, including that of expulsion. Be assured, such transgressions will find you out! 
COURSE SCHEDULE/ASSIGNMENTS

       Week 1 



Introduction/Course Overview

       January 17-20




 
       Week 2



Encounters and Empires (Ch. 14)
                     January 23-27


Week 3 



Global Commerce/Transatlantic System (Ch. 15)


Jan. 30-Feb. 3

Week 4



Revolutions in Religion and Science (Ch. 16)


February 6-10





Week 5



***1st EXAM: The Early Modern Era (Part 4)***




February 13-17 


Economic, Political & Social Revolutions Abroad (Ch. 17)

Week 6



Economic, Political & Social Revolutions Abroad (Ch. 17)


February 20-24

Week 7



Industrial Revolutions (Ch. 18)

Feb. 27-March 2


First Essay Due: Marx & The Communist Manifesto

Week 8



China. The Ottoman Empire & Japan (Ch. 19)


March 5-9



Resurgent Colonialism/Emergent Nationalism (Ch. 20)

Week 9



Resurgent Colonialism/Emergent Nationalism (Ch. 20)

March 12-16 


***2nd EXAM: “The European Moment” (Part 5)***

Week 10



SPRING BREAK!! No Class

March 19-23



Mid-Term Grades posted

Week 11



Collapse & Recovery of Europe (Ch. 21)

March 26-30

Week 12



Collapse & Recovery of Europe (Ch. 21)

April 2-6

Week 13



Collapse & Recovery of Europe (Ch. 21)

April 9-13



2nd Essay Due: Keynes, “Difficulties of the Peace”

Week 14



The Rise & Fall of Communism (Ch. 22)

April 16-20


Week 15



The Rise & Fall of Communism (Ch. 22)

April 23-27


Week 16



The Global South & the New Globalism (Chs. 23, 24)

April 30- May 4


***EXAM 3: The Most Recent Century” (Part 6)***

Monday, May 7th 


LAST DAY OF CLASS: Review







Wed., May 9th (10am, MWF only)       10-12:30pm
FINAL EXAM 

May 11th (9am, MWF only)                   8-10am

FINAL EXAM
� The traditional designations of  “B.C.” (“Before Christ”), and “A.D.” (“Anno Domini”), have, in contemporary historical studies to “B.C.E.” (“Before Common Era”), and (“Common Era”) to denote the same number- year(s) of chronological time.


� The Latin abbreviation, “ca.” or “c.” stands for the preposition, circa, meaning “around”; often italicized because it is a foreign word.


� Brian Levack, et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, 2nd ed. (Boston: Pearson, 2007), 29 ff.
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