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COURSE GUIDE
PURPOSE OF THE COURSE: 
This seminar is a capstone seminar focused broadly on the history of the American Civil War era, but primarily designed to improve your skills at historical analysis, familiarizing you with the research process, and producing at research paper of approximately fifteen to twenty pages. In the course of the semester you will be expected to select a research topic, fix on an answerable question related to that topic, collect the necessary secondary and primary data, synthesize that data, produce a final paper, and present that paper in class. All of this is designed to bring together and show your mastery of the skills expected by the history department of its students. 
REQUIREMENTS: 
The seminar involves a weekly class meeting that focuses on some particular element of the larger research process. Seminar participants will be expected to have read assigned material and be prepared to discuss that material at each class. You are expected to be in class. If you miss two classes without excuse you will be dropped administratively from the course. Your participation in classroom discussions will account for twenty (20) percent of your course grade.

An additional thirty (30) percent of your course grade will be based on written assignments made during the course of the semester. These will include a written analysis of a secondary source, a proposal, and an annotated bibliography.

Ten (10) percent of the course grade will be based on an oral presentation of your research paper that you will give at the end of the semester. I do not expect you to read your paper but rather to provide the class with an overview of your question, insights into the types of evidence that you used, and a statement of the conclusions the evidence led you to make.

The most important single portion of your grade in the course, sixty (60) percent, will be based on a research paper that will demonstrate your ability to define a historical question, investigate that problem using primary sources, and then answer that question in a well-written and well-reasoned paper. Length will obviously vary according to your topic, but you should think in terms of at least fifteen pages (not including notes or bibliography).
TEXT: There is no text for this class, although if you are unfamiliar with the Civil War era the purchase of any general history of that era should prove useful. All assigned readings will be made available in a PDF file sent to your university e-mail address. If you prefer the use of another e-mail address you should send me by e-mail that address. 
TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS

Jan. 
19
Introduction: Discussion of purpose of the course, assignments, and basic research projects.

26
Historical Research: Reading assignment--"The Nature of History" and "Writing The History Paper" From Conral Furay and Micahel J. Salevouris, The Methods and Skills of History: A Practical Guide (Wheeling, Illinois: Harlan Davidson, Inc., 2000) prior to attending this class. We will discuss these readings.
Feb.
  2
The Topic: Reading assignment—"Planning a Research Project," in W. H. McDowell, Historical Research: A Guide (London: Longman, 2002), 77-92; "Fallacies of Question Framing," in David Hackett Fisher, Historians' Fallacies: Toward a Logic of Historical Thought (New York: Harper & Row, 1970), 30-39.
.
  9
Class will meet at 6 p.m. at UALR Library for an introduction to the research materials that are available in the library and on-line. Be prepared to inquire as to the availability of resources that might be pertinent for your work. Reading Assignment—"Libraries Real and Virtual," in The Methods and Skills of History, 79-88

16
Discussion of Individual Topics: Students should bring a one page statement of the topic 

they are going to pursue this semester and a question of that topic that responds to issues 


raised in the February 2 class. Bring enough copies for the entire class to review. At this 


point you should begin to gather secondary and primary sources that address the 


issues relevant to your topic.
23
Discussion of Note Taking and Citation: Reading Assignment—"Taking Notes and Writing Drafts," and "Documenting Sources," in Richard Marius and Melvin E. Page, A Short Guide to Writing about History. New York: Pearson, 2007, 106-127, 173-92.
Mar.
 1
NO CLASS TODAY



 8
Secondary Sources: Reading Assignment—"Getting the most Out of History Books: Critical Reading and Assessment," in Anthony Brundage, Going to the Sources: A Guide to Historical Research and Writing, (Wheeling, Illinois: Harlan Dvaidson, 2011), 57-70. You  should have identified one monograph related to the topic they wish to pursue. You should bring a one page paper that identifies the basic problem developed in the book, the author's thesis, and the types of evidence used by the author to support that thesis. Bring enough copies for the entire class.



15
Primary Sources: Reading Assignment—"The Problem of Authenticity, or External Criticism," and "The Problem of Credibility," in Louis Gottschalk, Understanding History: A Primer of Historical Method (New York: Knopf, 1969), 118-71. You need to bring a list of the primary sources related to your topic that you have found, with a sentence of two description of what in those sources appear related to your topic. Bring enough for the entire class.

22
SPRING BREAK

29
Outlines: At this point you should begin to have an idea of the basic outline of your 


paper. Bring to class a revised statement of your research question and at least one page in 


which you outline the major points that you see necessary to answer the question. Bring 


enough copies for the entire class to discuss.
Apr.
 5
Writing: Read "Writing Conventions and Style," in Marius and Page, A Short Guide to 


Writing About History, 150-72.
12
Presentations: Read and be prepared to discuss "Oral Presentatons," www.otago,ac.nc/historyarthistory/studyskills/orals.html and "How to Give a Twenty Minute Oral Presentation," http://apps.carleton.edu/curricular/history/study/oral.

19
Individual Consultation  
26 
Student Presentations


May
  3
Student Presentations
May
 10
FINAL PAPERS DUE

READINGS:
Your analysis should demonstrate your ability to read history analytically. In doing an historical analysis, rather than simply summarizing the contents of the article, you should provide a critical commentary on the article. To that end, please consider the following questions to be answered as essential parts of the evaluation of any scholarly writing. 
1. What is the topic? This does not mean simply the specific historical subject, but also the literature that has been written about it before. Remember, there are few topics that have not been considered before. Why does this author think something else needs to be written?

2. What is the thesis? It is important to distinguish the topic from the thesis. The topic is the subject matter, which may include the historical discussion of an item. The thesis is the author's distinctive argument about the topic, in other words his interpretation.

3. How does the author argue his thesis or try to convince you it is valid? I dealing with this issue you may desire to discuss the author's organization of the article and the author's use of evidence (what type of evidence is used).

4. Finally, are there any reasons to believe that the author has a hidden bias or possesses some other point of view that may influence the conclusions? To draw conclusions on this you should try to find something out about the author. Information on when an article was written, where the author attended school, and with whom they worked are all important aspects of discovering an author's agenda. Sometimes clues may be found in the first several footnotes to an article.

RESEARCH PAPERS:

Your reports should take the same form as the articles that you have read this semester. In other words, they should begin with a discussion of the basic historiographical dimensions of the problem you are investigating, a presentation of the evidence that you have uncovered that appears to answer your question, and your answer to the question (your thesis). They are to be based as much as possible on primary sources. Typically your paper should be 15-20 pages in length, although that may vary according to the topic. Statistical studies, for example, might be of a shorter character.
Checklist for your paper


(1). Have you discussed what other historians have said about the problem you are examining?


(2). Do you have a clear question to answer?


(3). Have you used primary materials?.


(4). Have you answered your question?


(5). Have you provided a clear argument that supports the answer you have given? 

DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES:

Students with Disabilities:

Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments consistent with federal and state law. If you have a documented disability (or need to have a disability documented), and need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible, so that we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the requirements of the course. The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process among you, your instructor(s) and the DRC. Thus, if you have a disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP). For more information, please visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability.

