History 2312, Section 950—Spring 2012

NOTE: You are responsible for understanding and following all contained in this syllabus.  If you do not grasp or do not wish to do what the syllabus instructs you to do, you should drop the course.  Remaining on the roster indicates your acceptance of all within. 

Mr. Mourot: email me at wjmourot@ualr.edu.  Generally I respond within 24 hours.

Text:  Paul S. Boyer, et al, The Enduring Vision, 7th ed., vol. 2 (identified in the readings as Boyer)

Readings: During the semester different readings will be assigned from a variety of sources.

INTRODUCTION

This is part of UALR’s introductory history course, one that is required of all students in order for them to graduate.  This is not done to punish students, but rather it is to acquaint them with historical information and processes.  The goal is to deliver certain information about the past and in the process to develop students’ ability to think as do historians.  What follows is the official History Department learning objectives for this course.



Students will demonstrate a knowledge of historical information such as names,



dates, and chronologies, events, terms, and concepts.



Students will demonstrate an understanding of the diversity and complexity of the



historical context that shapes human experience.



Students will demonstrate an understanding of the inter-relatedness of historical



events as expressed in such concepts as continuity and change, causation,



interdependence of cultures, and the interaction between differing groups and societies.



Students will organize and articulate their ideas through an essay that presents a thesis



relevant to the question.



Students will support their ideas with historical evidence and will reach conclusions



based on that evidence.

The preceding was the result of a long process of very smart people trying to summarize what students in the World Civ courses should learn.  During the semester I will try and help you achieve this.  Ultimately, however, what you learn will largely be up to you.  

While most people do not realize it, history is used all the time.  Your best friend has a habit of getting involved with inappropriate people, and when they start talking about a new person you immediately use your knowledge of their history to look for warning signs.  This rather mundane, albeit important, tidbit is reinforced everyday in realms such as politics, where politicians are constantly asking voters for their support based on historical analogy.  They say, “We should do a particular thing today because of something from the past.”  In the current contest for the Republican nomination for president all candidates are doing this type of thing, and in the upcoming presidential contest expect more of the same.  Knowing something about history will help you decide if one side’s appeal to history as a justification for what they are saying is sensible.       

The study of history is a vast undertaking, and since each historian is a unique personality they rarely agree.  Accordingly, during this semester I will present what seems to me the most reasonable interpretation of certain historical facts, but I am far too smart to believe that I am always right.  In fact, during the semester I will often point out differing interpretations offered by different historians on the same subject.  Something 

that every educated person should know is that there is no such thing as A HISTORY on which there is 

general agreement, and that can be pulled from the shelf, dusted off, and examined.  This, however, does not mean that history is mere opinion, and that what everyone thinks about the past is of equal value.  History is 
                                                                                                                              

a discussion (conducted with proper decorum) about what happened in the past and why it happened.  A historian justifies an opinion by citing historical facts in a logical argument.      

During the course of the semester I hope to illustrate that history is not an exact science, but is instead a collective understanding of what took place in the past and why these events occurred.  Another objective is to provide a sense of the vitality of history as an academic discipline; still another is to show that an understanding of the past will help in understanding the present.

In terms of the course it will start with the end of what historians call Reconstruction, the period that immediately followed the US Civil War during which the political apparatus of the United States was reconstructed.  It will continue through the 1800’s and 1900’s up until recent times, examining certain themes that were crucial in making the U.S. what it is today.  During the semester no effort will be made to cover all the important historical events, but the objective is to give you a taste of what historians do and how they do it.  Part of this is to give different interpretations of past events by different historians, as they argue among themselves as much as do the Kardashians.   

MATERIALS

The text book for the course is Paul S. Boyer, et al, The Enduring Vision, 7th ed., vol. 2, since 1865,  (henceforth referred to as Boyer), and you can pick up a copy of this in the UALR Bookstore.  (There are other sources for this book as well.)  Readings from this text will be listed in conjunction with a particular topic, along with other readings.  Many of these will come from Wikipedia (an online source, of which more in a moment) as well as related links, and the readings will be listed with each topic’s outline.  Students sometimes find articles that are of interest and relevant to the course, and when they do I appreciate them pointing these out to me.

     As some of you know, Wikipedia is a free online encyclopedia.  In its historical articles at least, it is based 
     on the 1912 Encyclopedia Britannica, one of the greatest reference tools ever created.  That does not mean 
     that Wikipedia is outdated, however.  As new information and ideas have been produced, Wikipedia has 
     been (and is currently being) updated.  On occasion you will come across an article that has a notation that 
     the Wikipedia article has been challenged and that a revision is being contemplated.  To access Wikipedia, 
     go to any browser (AOL, GOOGLE, Internet Explorer, etc.) and type in www.wikipedia.org.  Once you get 
     there type in the relevant topic, such as Martin Luther King.  Once you get to the topic there will be links 
     to other topics, such as the Birmingham Letter, and these links will be colored (on my computer they are 
     blue).  To go to the letter’s link, just click on it.  At times, that link may have another link that I want 
     you to read, so just follow the same procedure of clicking.  I find Wikipedia very easy to use, and I hope that 
     you will find it easy to navigate as well.  If you do encounter problems, though, feel free to e-mail me or ask     

     a question in class.  


     It is probable that you have heard, or it is certain that you will hear, criticism of Wikipedia.  In its origin 
     Wikipedia was a completely open access system, meaning anyone could go to Wikipedia and post   

     comments, no matter whether their comments were worthwhile or not.  Because of this, Wikipedia was 
    suspect as a source for formal papers or other serious research.  One example of the type of problems that   

    bedeviled users of Wikipedia concerned John Siegenthaler, a well known publisher who was prominent in 
    defending the rights of the press.  One day, supposedly as a joke, someone decided to alter the article on 
    Seigenthaler on Wikipedia, making the claim that he was implicated in the assassination of President 
    Kennedy and then, several years later, Robert Kennedy.  The article was soon corrected, but because such a 
    thing could be done Wikipedia was discredited as a reliable source for academic papers and the like.  

    Wikipedia was aware of these concerns, and now in its tenth year it has taken steps to try and improve its 
     reliability.  In the judgment of one fairly recent study, though this study has been challenged, Wikipedia was 
     as accurate as the Encyclopedia Britannica, usually considered the most authoritative of the general 
     encyclopedias.  Wikipedia has become more reliable because it is less open access than it used to be, but 
     concerns still remain.  One of the most important is the anonymity of the Wikipedia authors.  When writing a 
     formal paper one should cite sources by name, but since Wikipedia by definition is an anonymous source 
     this cannot be done.  As a result, Wikipedia should not be used as an authoritative source for formal papers.          

     For our purposes, though, Wikipedia is OK.  I will read each entry before sending you to it, plus Wikipedia 
     is good at policing the contents, so I do not anticipate any problems.  If, however, a problem does merge, that 
     could be a valuable learning experience for you about how people often try to abuse history for their own 
     purposes.     
      One good thing about Wikipedia is that it allows you to easily access material other than just the articles it 
      contains.  Many of the Wikipedia articles have at the end a list of publications or other external sources.  For 
      example, later in the semester I will send you to an article by Paul Krugman, a Nobel Prize winning 

      economist, in which Krugman examines why John Maynard Keynes, another economist, was and still is 

      important.  Other articles I would like you to read are available through Wikipedia, and as far as I know 
      only through it.  In the case of the Krugman article, citing it as a source would be acceptable in any setting 
      even though it was found through Wikipedia.       

EXAMS

The bulk of your grade will be determined by how well you perform on three exams during the semester.   These exams will consist of 3 essay questions, of which you will be asked to answer 2, each answer worth a maximum of 50 points.  Each exam will be graded on a standard 100 point scale: 90-100 will be an A, 80-89 will be a B, 70-79 will be a C, 60-69 will be a D, and 0-59 will be a F.  If it will work to your advantage the final will be counted twice.  I will make available to you study sheets for each of the three exams, and the study sheets will have around 8 essay questions on them.  The first study sheet for the essays will be made available the first class.  The three questions on the first exam will come directly from this study sheet.  Since you will have the questions well before the test is presented to you, you should prepare answers for the questions in advance of the exam period.  In other words the exams will be take homes, but that does not mean that they will be easy as a result.  On the day of the exam I will announce which three questions from the study sheet constitute the exam, and you should provide already prepared answers to two of them.  The  second exam will be like the first one as will the final exam.        

WRITING AND THIS COURSE, PART ONE

Students often complain about having essay exams, but UALR has designated the introductory American History classes as writing courses, meaning that most of your grade must be determined by written material.  This was done to try and ensure that a graduate of this university can read and write.  But, you might say that with the advent of the web the ability to read and write is becoming less crucial.  However, far and away the most prominent use of the web is email—ELECTRONIC MAIL.  In a business or professional environment more and more interchanges are done through email.  If you can better communicate than someone else through email you will be at an advantage once you start dealing with the world outside the university setting.  So, proper grammar is becoming more important, and during this course you will be given ample opportunity to read and write, and those who can so best will be rewarded.  
The lectures and readings will give you enough material to answer the questions, and there is no attempt to trick you.  If you are unclear on how to approach a particular question please ask.  If you have a question other people probably do also, so do yourself and your fellow students a favor and ask if you are uncertain.  

How long should an answer be?  Long enough to fully answer the question asked.  I will refer you to the Ideas Related to Writing History Essays for help in terms of writing, and the Sample Outline of an Essay Answer for guidance in terms of content and organization.  
You should prepare answers to the essays soon after a particular topic is covered, as the material is fresh in your mind.  When developing your essays remember to use proper punctuation, correct spelling, and so on.  Good writing will affect the grade you receive on the essays.  After writing an essay lay it aside for a day or so, but then return after you have had time to reflect on it and make whatever changes occur to you.  Perhaps return again, but once you are satisfied with your effort you are ready to hand in your answers.  Students who prepare properly will find the actual exam a piece of cake.  If you wait, however, to start writing your answers until shortly before the exam you will be disappointed in the results, as you will be rushed to finish and make grammatical mistakes and such plus probably leave some important items out.

If you turn in an exam late, even the same day, a letter grade will be deducted for each class the answers are late.  It is your responsibility to get the answers in on time.  “But my printer was not working,” and so on are not acceptable reasons for handing in answers late and escaping a grade penalty.  I am doing this not out of a spirit of meanness, but rather as part of trying to help you learn how to behave in a professional environment.  (More on this later.)

QUIZZES

I also want to give you some quizzes using blackboard.  On the study sheet for each quiz I will list maps or pictures, generally from Boyer but occasionally from another source.  The quiz will have a combination of three maps or pictures on it, and I will ask you to write about 2 of the 3 items.  Generally on a map I will ask you to locate certain features and how these affected history; on a picture you will usually be asked to identify the picture and something about its historical import.  When a quiz is presented on blackboard, each question must have points assigned to it.  Since there will be three questions to choose from on each quiz, blackboard will think there are 30 points possible.  However, as you are to answer only 2 of the questions, in reality each quiz will be worth a maximum of 20 points.  I will grade the first two items I encounter, so should you write on all three only the first two will be counted.  There will be seven quizzes in all with the grade being cumulative.  At the end of the semester I will calculate a quiz grade for the course based on the 100 point scale: 90-100 = A, 80-89 = B, 70-79 = C, 60-69 = D, 0-59 = F.  Suppose that you are a bright spark and that you average 18 points on the first 5 quizzes.  You will have maxed out, as 90 or above is an A.  You may take the remaining quizzes if you choose, but they will not affect your course grade.  The quizzes will be roughly every other week once they begin, with the last quiz being administered at the same time as the final exam.  There will be no make-ups of the quizzes.          

You need to do two things in the quizzes.  The first is to identify the picture or places on the map, and this is  straight forward.  The second part is to answer questions about the item you are writing on, and my intent is to get you to think about the material presented in the course materials.  Some people try to prepare answers to the quizzes ahead of time, but most of these efforts are unsuccessful.  The point is not to list everything that you can find about the items on the quizzes, but rather to select certain facts and use these to justify your answers to the questions posed.  In doing this I hope to get you to “think on your feet” as it were, and not just regurgitate already prepared material.           

At the appropriate time I will tell you that quiz 1 will be available beginning January 31st, for example, and that you will have a week in which to take it.  When you access the quiz you will have 25 minutes to finish.  Should you go over the time limit points will be deducted depending on how long you exceeded the limit.  

SPECIAL NOTE ON BLACKBOARD QUIZZES

On blackboard the quizzes are referred to as assessments.  Whenever graded questions are asked on blackboard points must be assigned to them.  On each quiz there will be three questions, and each will be assigned 10 points making a total of 30.  However, since you are asked to only answer two of the items, there will actually only be 20 points possible.  When you access your grade blackboard may show 18 out of 30, but in reality you got 18 out of 20.  

ANALYSIS OF PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES

I am going to have students write an analysis of a primary source material as well as a secondary source.  Rather than discuss what these entail I am going to ask you to access a site that has a sound, brief treatment of them: www.princeton.edu/~refdesk/primary2.html.  The grade on each paper will be worth a maximum of 50 points, and the scores will be added together to yield a letter grade based on the normal 100 point scale: 90+ equal an A, 80-89 equals a B, and so on.  The papers will constitute a single grade as far as the course grade is concerned.

Since this is my first effort at doing this, some changes in what follows may be necessary.  However, my initial thought is to have each individual in the class look at a primary source and answer some questions posed by me about it.  The answers are to be presented in a formal paper of about two pages in length.  Details concerning the formatting of the papers and so on can be found online, and instructions for finding them will be discussed in class.  The maximum grade on this will be 50 points, and one may rewrite the initial effort for a better grade if one desires.  The deadline for the first effort will be announced in class.  Failure to meet the initial deadline will result in a grade penalty like that for late exams (a letter grade per class), and this penalty will remain in place for all subsequent efforts on this paper.  

A similar approach is contemplated on a secondary source, with the same proviso of possible changes.  The class will be given a secondary source, questions will be asked about it, and the questions will be answered in a formal paper of about two pages.  The maximum grade will be 50 points, the initial deadline will be announced in class, and rewrites are possible.  The formatting of this paper can be found on line.  The same grade penalty will also apply.  

WRITING AND THIS COURSE, PART TWO

It is remarkable to see how poorly many students write.  This is not because they are incapable of writing well, but rather it stems from them not having been taught properly.  This is why the above two papers are required in this course.  In addition to attention to content and style, a lot of emphasis will be placed on the mechanics of writing: things like the proper use of pronouns, verb agreement, punctuation, spelling, and grammar.  This is not primarily a course in how to write English, but an effort will be made to help you improve your writing skills by making comments on different written items you submit.  I hope that you will take such comments in the spirit in which they are offered.


COURSE GRADE

The quiz letter grade, the exam letter grades, and the letter grade from the combined two papers will be averaged to determine your course grade, using a four point scale: an “A” equals 4 points, a “B” equals 3 points, a “C” equals 2 points, a “D” equals I point, and a “F” equals 0 points.  Suppose that on the quizzes you got an A, on the 1st exam you got a D, on the 2nd exam you got a D, on the final exam you got a D, and for the papers you got a B.  That would give you 4 points (for the quizzes), plus 1 point (the D on the 1st exam) plus 1 point (the D on the 2nd exam), plus 1 point (the D on the final exam) plus 3 points on the papers, a total of 10 points. That would be divided by 5 (the total number of grades) and give 2.0.  This would mean a course grade of a C.  Suppose that one ended up with 1.6?   Remembering what Mrs. Morgan taught me in the first grade, the 1.6 would be rounded up to 2.0 for a C for the course.  I realize that all of this sounds very complicated, but that is because it is unfamiliar to you.  You should plug in some numbers to see how it all works, but remember to count the final twice if that would result in a higher grade.  

CLASS CONDUCT

Whether you realize it or not, taking a course such as this is part of your development as a professional, and

part of my responsibility is to help you understand how to behave in a professional manner.  Part of behaving in a professional manner is showing up for class, and, following History Department guidelines, attendance will be taken for each class beginning the second week of classes.  Two absences will be forgiven with no questions asked, but after that grade penalties of 2 points will be deducted from the quiz scores.  It is also unprofessional for students to come late to class or leave during a class on a consistent basis.  I know that at times such things cannot be avoided, but whenever possible you should notify me ahead of time.  If this becomes a problem as determined by me, each occurrence will count as an unexcused absence.   Also, if you miss class for an extended period of time and you do not contact me as to the reason why, I will have little sympathy when you plead your case at the end of the semester.  There is no reason that I can think of why a student cannot contact me about illness or something else that is interfering with their class participation.  

Related to the above is how much time the class will take as far as studying and the like are concerned.  It is generally thought that for every credit hour a student should expect to spend three hours a week preparing for class and studying.  So, you may need to spend less time texting and playing video games in order to get the grade you want, but life is full of choices. 

Another bug bear that drives instructors bonkers is cell phones and other such electronic devices.  Once class begins you are expected to pay attention to what is happening in class, and if you are texting (or whatever) someone you are not behaving in a professional manner, but rather are being rude and boorish.  If you cannot forego using these devices during the allotted class time of an hour and fifteen minutes, you need to take another class.  

You also need to be aware that I may make changes in the course as the semester progresses, and these changes will be announced in class.  Also, succeeding in this class will take a lot of work, but hard work and fun are not mutually exclusive.    

PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is stealing.  This most serious academic crime is taking the work of someone else as your own.  Copying material out of a book, pinching another student’s essay, or quoting from a source without giving attribution as to what the source is are examples of plagiarism.   UALR is trying to clamp down on this practice, and the History Department is doing its part.  This can be a difficult thing for students to grasp, as it is common to download songs or videos without paying for doing so, and this is akin to plagiarism.  I imagine that some students will try to plagiarize.  You need to be aware, however, that there are sophisticated programs available and in use at UALR that will catch most who plagiarize.  The penalties can be extreme, including dismissal from UALR, and it is not worth taking that chance.

In this course I will start out presuming that all are honest.  But, the first indication I have of plagiarism I will issue a general warning to all students in an announcement.  The particular student involved will have a zero 

recorded on a quiz or a F recorded on an exam or paper, as will all others who follow this example.  Repeat offenders, and there may well be some, will receive a grade of F for the course and will be reported to the appropriate UALR officials for them to take whatever other action they find appropriate.  I will gladly testify in any proceedings that result.              

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University or Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments consistent with federal and state law.  If you have a documented disability (or need to have a disability documented), and need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible, so that we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the requirements of the course.  The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities.  Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process among you, your instructor(s) and the DRC.  Thus, if you have a disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP).  For more information, please visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability.

FINAL THOUGHTS

Believe it or not, I am not trying to scare you off.  But I want to impress upon you that this course is going to involve a lot of work, though I anticipate having a lot of fun this semester.  I hope that you have the same expectation.  Welcome aboard. 

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READINGS FROM THE TEXT

     The following schedule of lectures and readings is not ironclad, but is meant as a rough guide for you to 

     follow and a target for me to shoot at. If and when changes become necessary they will be announced in 

     class.  The readings from the text will be supplemented by readings that will be made known each week.  

Week of January      18   Introduction to Course (Its Not Too Late To Drop)

                                        The Legacy of Reconstruction

                                         Boyer, pp. 481-512 

                                  23   Native Peoples of the Trans-Mississippi West get screwed 

                                         Boyer, pp. 513-522
                                  30    Exploiters of the Trans-Mississippi West: RRs and farmers

       Boyer, pp. 522-541
Week of February       6    Industrialization Makes America 

                                          Boyer, pp. 542-575
Week of February      13   Immigration, Redux 

                                          Boyer, pp. 576-608
                                   20   Politics at Home, Expansion Abroad

                                          Boyer, pp. 609-640
                                    27  Theodore Roosevelt and the Progressives

       Boyer, pp. 641-674
Week of March             5  The War to End All Wars

                                          Boyer, pp. 675-708
                                    12  The Roaring Twenties Crash

                                          Boyer, pp. 709-741
                                     19  SPRING BREAK


                                     26   Democracy in Crisis

                                            Boyer, pp. 742-778




Week of April                2   World War II: the fighting and the home front

                                             Boyer, pp. 779-815
                                        9   The Start of the War after the War

                                              Boyer, pp. 816-872
                                      16   A New Beginning, a Sad Ending

                                             Boyer, pp. 873-904
                                       23  Richard Nixon: the Southern Strategy and Watergate 

                                             Boyer, pp. 905-937
                                       30  Ennui and then Ronald Reagan

                                             Boyer, pp. 938-950
Week of May                   7  Bush, Clinton, and Bush  

                                             Boyer, pp. 950-1016
                                        9  Final Exam
1

