Syllabus
History 2311

Prof. Susanah Shaw Romney

Office: 604 I Stabler Hall
Office Phone: 501 569 8155
E mail: ssromney@ualr.edu

Subject Matter: In this course, we will be studying the history of what is now the United States, from before colonization to 1877. We will look at the interactions of Native Americans, Africans, and Europeans, the advent of racial slavery, political development, economic growth, the westward expansion of the United States, the Civil War, and we will end with the post-Civil War Reconstruction period. 
Goals and Objectives: Over the course of the semester, you should develop a deeper understanding of the key themes that have shaped the development of the United States culturally, politically, and economically. You will also work on your skills in critical reading and analytical writing. You will be asked to use primary sources to make analytical arguments about the historical themes and issues covered in the textbook. By the end of the semester, you should be able to write an analytical essay using primary documents as evidence of your own argument.
Disability Statement: If you are going to need accommodation on the exams, you need to make arrangements before the exam date listed on the syllabus. I recommend contacting the Disability Resource Center as soon as possible to get a letter of accommodation if you feel the exams may pose a barrier for you.
“Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments consistent with federal and state law. If you have a documented disability (or need to have a disability documented), and need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible, so that we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the requirements of the course. The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process among you, your instructor(s) and the DRC. Thus, if you have a disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP). For more information, please visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability.”
Course Materials: There is one required textbook for this course. It is available in the campus bookstore and is on two hour reserve in UALR Library. Paul S. Boyer, et. al., Enduring Vision, vol. 1, 7th edition. ISBN 9781111341565. 



Other readings may be handed out in class. These will be part of the material covered in the exams, and you are responsible for coming to class, getting any reading handed out, and keeping track of those readings so that you can study for the exams. 

Course Requirements: Attendance is required for this course. I will keep track of attendance and of who participates in class discussions. Excessive absences can result in a lower grade or failure of the course. Anyone who is counted absent for four consecutive class meetings may be dropped from the course. Keep in mind that if you come late or leave early, you may be counted absent from class that day. You are required to do the reading listed on the syllabus and to come to class with notes and questions about that reading. You are required to read any material handed out in class, as well. You are also required to take three exams, two in-class midterms and an exam during the final exam period.
Grading: Each of the two midterms will count for 30% of your grade. The final exam will count for 35% of your grade. Participation will count for 5% of your grade. 

Help: We have an Instructional Support Assistant assigned for this class. Seeing the Assistant for help will help you do better in the course and will also be taken into account when assessing your participation grade. I am also available in office hours on a drop-in basis or by appointment. The University Writing Center, located in the Old Student Union building, provides help with essay writing for free on a drop-in basis. The Academic Success Center can also provide help.
Course Schedule: 
Week One: 
January 18. Introduction. American beginnings. 


January 20. Indigenous America. Reading: Enduring Vision, Chapter One.
Week Two: 
January 23. European Overseas Trade and Contact. Enduring Vision, Ch. One.


January 25. Cultures in Contact. Enduring Vision, Ch. 2.


January 27. Locating Early Colonies. Enduring Vision Ch. 2.
Week Three: 
January 30. Tobacco and Unfree Labor. Enduring Vision Ch. 3.


February 1. Puritan New England. Enduring Vision Ch. 3 


Feb. 3. Colonial Diversity. Enduring Vision, Ch. 3.
Week Four:
Feb 6. Colonies Grow. Enduring Vision, Ch. 4.


Feb. 8. Atlantic Economy. Enduring Vision, Ch. 4


Feb. 10. Colonies Mature. Enduring Vision, Ch. 4.
Week Five: 
Feb. 13. Midterm Exam One. Please bring a Blue Book (from Bookstore).


Feb. 15 Modernizing Empire and Colonial Resistance. Enduring Vision Ch. 5


Feb. 17. Revolutionary War. Enduring Vision Ch. 5
Week Six:
Feb. 20 Wartime struggles. Enduring Vision, Chs. 5 & 6.


Feb. 22. Ending the War. Enduring Vision Ch. 6


Feb. 24. Building a Nation. Enduring Vision Ch. 6
Week Seven:
Feb. 27. The Constitution and Alexander Hamilton. Enduring Vision Ch. 7


Feb. 29. Parties Develop. Enduring Vision Ch. 7


March 2. The Empire of Liberty. Enduring Vision Ch. 7
Week Eight:
March 5. War of 1812 and the Defeat of the East. Enduring Vision Ch. 8


March 7. A Changing America. Enduring Vision Ch. 8


March 9. The Society of the early 19th Century. Enduring Vision Chs 8 & 9.
Week Nine:
March 12. The Society of the early 19th Century. Enduring Vision Ch. 9


March 14. Midterm Exam Two. Please bring a Blue Book (from Bookstore).


March 16. No Class. Class cancelled.
***No Class, March 19-23. Spring Break!***
Week Ten:
March 26. Andrew Jackson and the Party System, Enduring Vision Ch. 10


March 28. Religious Revivals, Enduring Vision Ch. 10


March 30. Reform. Enduring Vision Ch. 10
Week Eleven:
April 2. Commercial and Consumer America Emerges. Enduring Vision, Ch. 11


April 4. Commercial and Economic Changes. Enduring Vision Ch. 11


April 6. Consumer America Emerges, Enduring Vision Ch. 11
Week Twelve: April 9. Cotton Boom Expansion. Enduring Vision Ch. 12


April 11. Plantation Life and Resistance. Enduring Vision Ch. 12


April 13. Industry and Immigration in the North. Enduring Vision Ch. 13
Week Thirteen: April 16. Politics, North and South. Enduring Vision Ch. 13


   April 18. Two Economies or One? Enduring Vision, Ch. 13


   April 20. No Class. Class Cancelled.
Week Fourteen: April 23. Westward Expansion. Enduring Vision Ch. 14


    April 25. Political Consequences. Enduring Vision Ch. 14


    April 27. Why War? Political Breakdown. Enduring Vision Ch. 14
Week Fifteen: April 30. The Civil War. Enduring Vision Ch. 15


May 2. Ending the War. Enduring Vision Chs. 15 & 16


May 4. Reconstruction. Enduring Vision Ch. 16
Week Sixteen: May 7. Reconstruction and Review. Enduring Vision, Ch. 16

Don’t forget to come to the final during final exam week! Please bring a Blue Book (from Bookstore). In our regular classroom.
Exam Time: Wednesday, May 9, 10:30am.
