UNITED STATES HISTORY 2311  (Spring, 2012)
HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES TO 1877 

Instructor: Jerry Senn, Adjunct Faculty UALR  Home Phone 225-2856

E-Mail -  Sennicus@Excite.com  or gasenn@ualr.edu

SUBJECT:

 US History to 1877 covers the first part of American History beginning with European exploration of the New World and ending with the final years of Reconstruction in the South.

We will discuss the appearance and development of a uniquely American culture from colonial to mid-nineteenth century America and then view the crisis which that culture and the American government experienced over the issues of slavery, succession, the Civil War and rebuilding the nation.

TEXTBOOK AND SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS:

    The textbook for this course is Paul S Boyer et al, The Enduring Vision, Seventh Edition Volume 1 to 1877 (Centage Edition).  We will also read one book - Narrative of The Life of Frederick Douglas(The entire book is available free on the internet.) The instructor will provide several more readings.  They will usually be primary sources

 LECTURES:

     Lectures are scheduled for each class meeting during the semester except when examinations, videos, or discussions are taking place.  The lectures are primarily topical in nature as indicated by the syllabus.  These lectures are not designed to cover all text material but rather to give an overview of each era through the presentation of pertinent, thought-provoking topics.

DISCUSSION/PARTICIPATION IN CLASS:

     Students are encouraged to participate actively in class.  Special attention in formal discussions will be paid to assigned text material and any supplemental readings, but the instructor encourages relevant discussion at any time.  It is strongly suggested that the student be prepared to participate in class by reading the assigned text and supplemental material BEFORE attending class.

ATTENDANCE:

     Regular attendance is vital to success in college (or life).  Here there are no parents to monitor you or attendance laws to require you to come to class, but common sense should tell you how important it is.  You may miss quizzes or even major exams if you are absent.  In addition, good manners would indicate that you do not arrive late or leave a class early unless you have first informed the instructor that you must do so.  In a similar spirit, the instructor will not keep the class past the dismissal time. Also missing two consecutive weeks of class (six classes in a row this semester) without notifying the instructor will result in your administrative withdrawal from the class.  If you experience an illness or other crisis that prevents class attendance, notify the instructor within 48 hours of the first missed class about the reason and your expected return date to class.  The instructor reserves the right to administratively remove from the class any student who has missed 6 classes with no communication to the instructor about the reason for the absence.

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR:  The vast majority of students who reach the college level know how to behave in class in a mature, professional manner.  Some do not and therefore the syllabus must include these reminders about college classroom behavior.

1. Do not engage in personal, private conversations during class.

2. Turn off and put away your cell phone or other electronic device.  Texting and any other use of a mobile 

electronic device is rude and shows disrespect.  Instead, pay attention, take notes, and participate in any

class discussion.

3.  Do not sleep in class. 

4. Do not get up and leave a class early without letting the instructor know the reason in advance.  Don't make

doctor or dentist appointments that conflict with class times.

5. Come to class on time or a little early.  Avoid coming in late to class - it always disrupts.  If it happens, enter

quietly and disrupt as little as possible.

6. The instructor can insist that you leave the classroom if inappropriate behavior makes that necessary.  Continued 

failure to adhere to mature, professional behavior may result in your permanent removal from the class.         

EXAMINATIONS:

    There will be four major exams and 100 points of quiz grades. The major exams are Exam I, Exam II, and the Final.  The Final will be twice as long and counts twice.  The lowest of these four 100 point grades will be dropped.

EXAM DATES:

     The instructor will post the exact date of Exam 1 and Exam II on the board at least one week prior to the test.  Exam I occurs at the end of three weeks of instruction. Exam II occurs at the end of eight weeks of instruction.  The Final is given according to the college final exam schedule.

REGULAR CREDIT ONLY:

     There is No extra credit.  Concentrate on the regular credit.

QUIZZES:

     Students can be quizzed in class at any time. The quizzes will cover assigned readings and/or material covered in the previous class.  They will be 10 points each.  A reading quiz on the outside book will be 20 points.  The quizzes will add up to 70 points.  30 additional quiz points will be used for the Outside of Class Writing Assignment.  None of the quiz grades will be dropped.  If you are absent and miss a daily quiz, it will not be made up and a grade of 50% will be used.

ASSIGNMENT/ASSESSMENT WITHIN THE FIRST 3 WEEKS: Two of the 10- point quizzes will be given by the end of week 3.  Quiz 1 will be multiple-choice and Quiz 2 will be short answer.  Short answer consists of full sentence definitions.

OUTSIDE OF CLASS WRITING ASSIGNMENT: 

      It will count 30 quiz points.  A separate assignment sheet explaining this will be handed out early in the term.

GRADING: 

     400 points will be possible at the end of the course.  The lowest major exam grade will be dropped.  The Final Exam is twice as long and counts twice.  From these grades: Exam I, Exam II, Final and Final, the lowest grade will be dropped.  There will be 400 points possible at the end - 300 from the major exams plus 100 points from the quiz grades.  If you miss Exam I or Exam II, a grade of 0 will be recorded and then dropped as your lowest major exam grade.  The grading scale used here at UALR will determine letter grades recorded as the semester grade.  They are 90-100 =A, 80-89 = B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D, and 0-50=F.

HOW THE FINAL GRADE IS COMPUTED:

Exam I         -  100 pts.

Exam II        -  100 pts.

Final Exam  -  100 pts.

Final Exam  -  100pts.

Quizzes        -  100pts

Total            -   400pts.

Note:  The Final Exam counts twice and that grade can be dropped as the lowest exam grade only once.  The quiz grade includes 30 pts. possible for the Out of Class Writing.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: All incidents of plagiarism will be reported to the Dean of Students Office.  This includes crib sheets (a concise set of notes used for cheating on tests) or copying from another student during an exam or quiz.  It also includes using the exact words of other authors without credit on outside writing assignments or using the thoughts, words, or opinions in a paraphrase (ie changing words around or putting someone else's words into your own words) without indicating the source of that information.     

GOLDEN RULE FOR CELL PHONES, EAR PHONES AND ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES:

     Without exception, these devices disrupt and interfere with class instruction.  As we respect everyone’s right to learn, please put them out of sight and turned off during class time.  Your instructor will do this also.  The only device needed during a test is a pen.

OUTLINE FOR HISTORY 2311

PART I - THE COLONIAL ERA

The major goal of this first section of the course is to understand the development of a distinct American culture.  We will look at the development of the British colonies in North America and focus upon the early settlement and growth of Virginia and New England.  An additional aim is to describe the tension between the colonies and imperial authority that had emerged by 1763.

READINGS: Textbook Chs 1-4 

LECTURE TOPICS - PART I

Pre-Columbian Native Americans

The American Sense of Mission

Revivalistic Protestantism

Localism and Nationalism

PART II - THE REVOLUTION AND THE NEW REPUBLIC, 1763-1840

The goal in this second third of the course is two- fold.  First, we will examine the origins of the American Revolution, its political and ideological significance, and the consolidation of American republicanism in the Constitution of 1787.  Second, we will develop the origins of party politics in the U.S. by understanding the philosophical differences between Jeffersonians and Hamiltonians that surfaced in the early 1790s and continued as part of the two party system.

READINGS:  Textbook  Chapters 5-11

                        Here we will assign Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas
LECTURE TOPICS:

The Imperial Crisis 1763-1776

The Confederation and the Constitution

The Two Party System

National Republicans and the Era of Good Feeling

The Age of Jackson and Violence in America

PART III - THE CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION

The goal of this last part of the course is to understand the causes of the Civil War by focusing upon the debate over slavery and the political crisis it generated from the Mexican War through the election of Lincoln in 1860.  We will then examine the war itself and its effect upon those who fought it.  In our conclusion, we will analyze the tragic failure of the attempt to reconstruct the defeated South on the basis of racial equality.

READINGS:  Textbook   Chapters 12-16 
LECTURE TOPICS:

American Racial Attitudes

Slavery in Politics - the 1850s

The Civil War

Reconstruction - A Failed Revolution

NOTE: We may not assign every page of the textbook chapters for outside reading.  The instructor will put the chapter number or specific pages on the board that should be read for the next class meeting.  However, no harm will ensue if one reads the entire textbook.

UALR HISTORY DEPARTMENT STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES

CORE COURSES

1. Students will demonstrate their knowledge of historical information such as names, dates and chronologies, events, terms and concepts.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the diversity and complexity of the historical context that shapes human experience.

3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the inter-relatedness of historical events as expressed in such concepts as continuity and change, causation, interdependence of cultures, and the interaction between differing groups and societies.

4. Students will organize and articulate their ideas through an essay that presents a thesis relevant to the question.

5. Students will support their ideas with historical evidence and will reach conclusions based on that evidence.

YOUR INSTRUCTOR’S SPECIAL OBJECTIVE: Students will know a lot more about United States History at the end of this course than they did at the beginning.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  It is the policy of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments.  If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement - such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos - please notify the instructor as soon as possible.  Students are also welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143.  For more information, visit the DRC website at http://@ualr.edu/disability       

