Arkansas and the Nation

History 4355, Section 902, Spring 2012
Arkansas Studies Institute, Room 124 
Instructor: 

Professor Kori A. Graves, kagraves1@ualr.edu
Office Hours: 

Monday 12:00-2:00 pm and by appointment
Office Location: 
Stabler Hall, 604N
Office Phone:

(501) 569-8782

Course Description

Arkansas is a vibrant state with impressive diversity in its landscape and people.  In Arkansas History 4355, we will explore the political, social, economic, and cultural forces that have produced the state’s unique characteristics.  Beginning with the stories of the state’s first Native American residents, we will consider how successive waves of migration and settlement defined Arkansas’s history and place in the U.S. national narrative.
In history 4355, we will also learn how historians analyze and present the information that serves as the basis for the scholarly works we will encounter.  To become more familiar with the methods historians use to reconstruct the past, we will address the following questions.  What is the difference between a primary versus a secondary source?  How are certain perspectives privileged in historical writings?  How do we reconstruct the stories of people who did not leave written records?   As we answer these and other questions, we will have a better understanding of how interpretations of Arkansas’s history have and continue to evolve.
Required Readings

1. Morris Arnold, Rumble of a Distant Drum: The Quapaws and Old World Newcomers, 1673-1804 (Fayetteville, AR: University of Arkansas Press, 2000)
2. S. Charles Bolton, Arkansas, 1800-1860: Restless and Remote (Fayetteville, AR: University of Arkansas Press, 1998)
3. Kenneth C. Barnes, Who Killed John Clayton? Political Violence and the Emergence of the New South, 1861-1893 (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1998)

4. Ben F. Johnson III, Arkansas in Modern America, 1930-1999 (Fayetteville, AR: University of Arkansas Press, 2000)
5. Additional assigned readings can be found online and selected primary sources will be distributed in class.  All articles from the Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture (EAH&C) can be found online at: encyclopediaofarkansas.net.
Course Evaluation

“What’s the Point” In-class Presentations 5%

Every week, we will review the main points of the course readings.  You will lead these reviews by coming to class with a write-up of main idea of that week’s assigned reading.  Each student will sign up to lead at least two of these reviews. 

Arkansas Historical Quarterly Article Summary 5%

The Arkansas Historical Quarterly (AHQ) is an important resource for people interested in a broad range of topics related to Arkansas history.  You will have the opportunity to choose an article from the AHQ’s extensive index (http://arkindex.uark.edu/AHQ/) and write a summary of the article’s main idea and important findings.  Detailed instructions for the paper, including style requirements and citation guides will be distributed in class.  This summary will be due on Thursday, February 9th.  The online description of the AHQ can be found at:  http://www.arkansashistoricalassociation.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8&Itemid=10
Class participation 10%
Each week, we will have time for large-group or small-group discussions of selected topics related to that week’s readings or lecture materials.  Participating in these discussions and answering questions raised during lecture will help you fulfill this portion of your grade.  In addition, I will take attendance each week.  Because this class only meets once a week, it is important that you attend every class session.  I know that emergencies arise and you can miss one class without penalty.  If you miss a class, remember to arrange with a classmate to get the notes from that session.  Subsequent absences can lower your overall average by half a letter grade. 
Unannounced Quizzes (10%)
Throughout the semester, I will give a number of unannounced quizzes worth 10 points each.  There will not be opportunities to make up quizzes.

Oral History or Family History Project (20%)
Instructions for this project will be distributed in class.  This project will be due on Thursday, April 12th in class.
Midterm and Final Exam (20% and 30% respectively)

Both the mid-term and the final exam will include an in-class portion made up of short answer, fill-in-the blank, and identification questions and a take home essay.  You will have the chance to choose from three essay topics that cover information covered in lectures and readings.  Midterm: Thursday, March 8th (I will handout essay topics the week before).  Final: Thursday, May 14th (I will handout essay topics the last week of class).
Grading Scale

A   90-100%





D   60-69%
B   80-89%





F   0-59%

C   70-79%

Student Conduct
Do not use cell phones – to talk or text, iPods, video games, radios, or other electronic devices in class.  Do not participate in social media forums (Facebook).  If you have an emergency that requires your attention on the phone, please leave class and take care of your business.  The first time you use any of these electric devices in class, I will ask you to turn it off.  If you use any of these devices a second time, I will ask you to leave and you will loose credit for that day of class. 
Cheating and plagiarism are academic offenses that will result, at minimum, in a lower grade.  To avoid plagiarism, use quotation marks and cite any source from which you use four or more words.  Please see the UALR student handbook pps. 85-86 for more information on the penalties and disciplinary action that will follow an infraction of the academic integrity and grievance policy.  UALR Handbook: http://ualr.edu/deanofstudents/assets/archive/HANDBOOK.pdf 

Students with Disabilities
Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments consistent with federal and state law. If you have a documented disability (or need to have a disability documented), and need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible, so that we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the requirements of the course. The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process among you, your instructor(s) and the DRC. Thus, if you have a disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP). For more information, please visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability.  

Email Policy

The best way to contact me is to send an email to my UALR email address (kagraves1@ualr.edu).  When you contact me via e-mail, please allow 24 hours for a response.  I usually check my messages throughout the day but rarely in the evenings.  If it is an emergency, know that I will get in touch with you as soon as possible, but do not panic if I do not reply immediately.   

Note: This syllabus is a guide for the class and subject to change throughout the semester.  I will inform you in a timely manner if any assignments or due dates change.
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Course Schedule

Thursday, January 19

Introduction to the Course:  Arkansas History and Geography
Readings:  Online articles from Arkansas Archeological Survey’s 

Indians of Arkansas and Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture
1.  http://arkarcheology.uark.edu/indiansofarkansas/index.html
 



“How do we learn about the past?”

“Indians Before Europeans”

2. (EAH&C)

“Arkansas Valley”

“Ouachita Mountains”

“Ozark Mountains”

 http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/item-detail.aspx?type=Category&item=Six+Natural+Divisions&parent=Geography&grandparent=Land+and+Resources
Thursday, January 26
The Earliest Arkansans and the Spanish Exploration in the 

Southwest 

Readings: 
1.  Rumble of a Distant Drum, Introduction through 

Chapter 2, pps. xv-61. 
Thursday, February 2

Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century Indians of Arkansas and Spanish and French Exploration

Readings: 

1.  Rumble of a Distant Drum, Chapters 3, 4, and 5, pps. 63-116 
2.  “European Exploration and Settlement, 1541 through 1802”, online at (EAH&C):  http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2916
Thursday, February 9
Louisiana Purchase and American Settlement of Arkansas




Readings:

1. Rumble of a Distant Drum, Chapters 6 and 7, pps. 117-154  

2. Arkansas, 1800-1860,Chapter 1, pps. 1-21
AHQ Summary paper due.
Thursday, February 16

Politics and Culture in the Arkansas Territory and the Early Arkansas State




Readings:

Arkansas, 1800-1860, Chapters 2, 3, and 6, pps. 23-66 and 107-
124 

Thursday, February 23




Yeoman and Plantation Economies and the Question of Slavery

 


in Arkansas




Readings:

1.  Arkansas, 1800-1860, Chapters 5 and 7, pps. 89-106, and 

125-144

2.  “Slavery”, online at (EAH&C): http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=1275 

3. “Slave Codes”, online at (EAH&C):   http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=5054 

Thursday, March 1





Secession and the Civil War in Arkansas




Reading:
1. Who Killed John Clayton, Introduction and Chapter 1, pps. 1-32
2. “Civil War through Reconstruction, 1861-1874”, online at (EAH&C): http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=388 

Midterm essay topics handed out in class.
Thursday, March 8

Midterm Exam




Turn in take-home essay at the beginning of class.
Thursday, March 15

Arkansas’s Long Reconstruction 





Reading:
1. Who Killed John Clayton, Chapters 2, and 3, pps. 33-93

Thursday, March 22
NO CLASS – Spring Break
Thursday, March 29 

Arkansas and Race and Class Realignments of the New South

Readings:
1. Who Killed John Clayton, Chapters 4 and 5, pps. 94-132
2. “Post-Reconstruction through Gilded Age, 1875- 1900”, online at (EAH&C):  http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=402 
Thursday, April 5

Depression-Era Arkansas




Readings: 




1.  Arkansas in Modern America, 1930-1999, Chapter 1, pps. 1-50 
Thursday, April 12




World War II and Arkansas’s Modernization





Readings: 

1. Arkansas in Modern America, 1930-1999, Chapter 2, pps. 51-

90
Oral History paper due in class.
Thursday, April 19
The Post-War Economic Transformations and Civil Rights 

Struggles 




Readings: 

1. Arkansas in Modern America, 1930-1999, Chapters 3 and 4,

pps. 91-183

Thursday, April 26
Two-Party Politics and Arkansas’s “New” Democrats and Republicans



Readings: 




1.  Arkansas in Modern America, 1930-1999, Chapter 5, pps. 185-

241
Thursday, May 3



Arkansas’s Political and Economic Leaders on the National Stage




Readings:
1. “Bill Clinton”, online at (EAH&C): http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=95&type=Time+Period&item=Modern+Era+(1968+-+the+Present)&parent=&grandparent= 

2. “Mike Huckabee”, online at (EAH&C):

http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=108&type=Time+Period&item=Modern+Era+(1968+-+the+Present)&parent=&grandparent= 

3. “Tyson Foods”, online at: (EAH&C):

http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2101&type=Time+Period&item=Modern+Era+(1968+-+the+Present)&parent=&grandparent= 

4. “Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.”, online at (EAH&C):

http://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2135&type=Time+Period&item=Modern+Era+(1968+-+the+Present)&parent=&grandparent= 

Final essay topics handed out in class.
Thursday, May 10, 6:00pm
Final Exam
