
Class #2 in the Pre-Core Mathematics Program  

Today we will follow our motto “Let’s Do the Math!”  But before we get started, I want to 

pass along a few very important items related to the course and program
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If you registered in ALEKS using the temporary access code, you have two weeks from the 

day you registered to enter a purchased access code.  Extending your access can be done at day you registered to enter a purchased access code.  Extending your access can be done at 

any time from the account home page.  Don’t wait until your account expires # to purchase 

an access code.  In two weeks, the attendance policy is completing enforced and an expired 

account isn’t an excuse to miss the required weekly work hours in ALEKS.  Now, let’s take a 

look at how to enter a purchased access code.  
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From the ‘account home’ page, click on the ‘ACTIONS’  button next to the name of your 

class and select ‘Extend access to this class’.  You will be asked to enter your purchased class and select ‘Extend access to this class’.  You will be asked to enter your purchased 

access code and by clicking ‘submit’ your account will be extended for the full length of 

time.  

Again, you must get this taken care of before the two week temporary access expires…or 

you won’t be able to “do the math”.  

For the specific date of current expiration,  # look at the information listed under the 

course on the account home page. 
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Now, let’s talk about ‘doing the math’ in ALEKS.  

For this class, ‘doing the math’ or ‘doing homework’ is working in the MyPie.  The MyPie

icon is in the upper left hand corner and will display YOUR MyPie that was generated from 

the initial assessment.  Everyone’s MyPie will look different because we all come to the 

class with different math knowledge….and hence, we will each have different math 

homework.  To begin working on YOUR math, look for a small arrow in front of a slice title.  

For my MyPie, two slices have an arrow in front of them.  ## This indicates that there are 

topics that I am ‘ready-to-learn’ in these slices.  When I hover my mouse over a slice, … 
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A pop-up window appears with a list of topics.  I can select any of these topics to 

work…because I am ‘ready-to-learn’ these topics.  It is my decision which topic to work work…because I am ‘ready-to-learn’ these topics.  It is my decision which topic to work 

first….eventually I will need to work all of them.   So, I’m going to select ‘Exponents and 

integers’.  By clicking on the topic…. 

5



This moves me into the learning mode of ALEKS where I “do the math” or “do problems” 

until ALEKS has determined the topic is ‘mastered’ – which means ALEKS believes I know it!  until ALEKS has determined the topic is ‘mastered’ – which means ALEKS believes I know it!  

If you have no idea how to approach the problem, # click the EXPLAIN button.
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You will find a detailed explanation for the problem along with supplemental resources like 

videos, textbook pages, and animations to help you understand the concept.  All of these videos, textbook pages, and animations to help you understand the concept.  All of these 

items are intended to help the problem make sense to you.  You should take notes when 

you are working through the explanations.  When you think you’ve gotten it, click the 

PRACTICE button and try it!
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You need to get 2-3 problems correct in a row, for ALEKS to judge you have the problem 

mastered.  Depending on your accuracy, you may have to work 3 problems…or 5 mastered.  Depending on your accuracy, you may have to work 3 problems…or 5 

problems…or 10 problems all together.  It depends how much practice YOU need.  
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When you have gotten the problem correct enough times in a row, ALEKS determines you 

have mastered the topic in the learning mode and are ready for a new one.  BUT you can have mastered the topic in the learning mode and are ready for a new one.  BUT you can 

practice one or two more time by clicking the # MORE PRACTICE button if you like.  

Otherwise, clicking the DONE button will 
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return you to YOUR MyPie.  # Notice, the topics mastered has increased by one!  And you 

are ready to make another topic selection to continue “doing the math!”are ready to make another topic selection to continue “doing the math!”
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Again, you can select any topic you like…eventually you will be working the topics to 

complete the odd or even module in the MyPie.  But the path to completion is up to you.  complete the odd or even module in the MyPie.  But the path to completion is up to you.  
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Let’s take a look at the REPORT link at the top of the window.  # When you click the 

REPORT linkREPORT link
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and scroll down, down, down to the bottom of the page, you will see the bar with 

blue/green numbers that are referenced in the syllabus.  These numbers represent the blue/green numbers that are referenced in the syllabus.  These numbers represent the 

mastery you have shown in the current MyPie.  The BLUE number is the mastery 

demonstrated on an assessment.  The GREEN number is the mastery demonstrated in the 

learning mode…it represents the amount of topics you have completed in the MyPie.  

Remember, these numbers are referring to the current MyPie…which for most of you is 

Modules 1 & 2.

For now, I want you to take a look at your report after this announcement and pay 

attention to your BLUE and GREEN numbers. Let’s remind ourselves of the usefulness of 

this information…completing a module…
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If your BLUE & GREEN numbers add up to be below 59%, then you are working on the odd 

module.  To complete an odd module, you are working towards a total of 59%.   module.  To complete an odd module, you are working towards a total of 59%.   

If your BLUE & GREEN numbers add up to be above 59%, then you are working on the even 

module.  To complete an even module, you are working towards a total of 100%.   

The GREEN number will increase as you work in your MyPie.  Notice, you can change the 

display from percentage to topics by clicking on the link above the bar…but the syllabus 

criteria reference the percentage values.

When you are finished looking at the Report, you need to click the DONE button to close 

the Reports page.
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Giving us our first general “ALEKS tip”…if you are trying to click the MyPie icon and it’s not 

active, you are probably in an area of ALEKS that needs closed.  Scroll down to the bottom active, you are probably in an area of ALEKS that needs closed.  Scroll down to the bottom 

of the page, and look for a DONE or NEXT button.

Now, we have discussed how to extend your access to ALEKS if you are on a temporary 

account, the MyPie – where you ‘do your math’ – and reading your ALEKS report.  Today we 

will take a look at two more items that are important for the class, the attendance policy 

and assessments.
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The attendance policy….attendance is required.  You must attend class or you will receive 

an attendance strike.  And when you accumulate 5 strikes, you may be withdrawn from the an attendance strike.  And when you accumulate 5 strikes, you may be withdrawn from the 

course.  But you can also earn an attendance strike by not putting enough quality time into 

“doing the math” (logging into ALEKS).  So, it will be important for you to monitor the 

amount of time you are spending in ALEKS.  During the first day of class, you received a 

‘blank progress report’ handout… 
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You will want to keep this blank report handy.  Today, we will use it for the information 

related to the # HOURS IN ALEKS.  The table lets you know the start and end of OUR week.  related to the # HOURS IN ALEKS.  The table lets you know the start and end of OUR week.  

The first week of classes isn’t factored into attendance strikes because students are given 

time to orient themselves and find the “places” outside of class to “do the math.”  But the 

time will be placed on future progress reports distributed to you.  A week is seven days 

long, but we may have holidays and campus closed days scheduled during the semester.  

During these days, you won’t be expected to work in ALEKS…but you can if you like.  But 

this is why some of the weeks may be longer than 7 days.  Now, what you need to know is 

how to find how long you’ve been working in ALEKS.  The official ALEKS time is given to use 

by ALEKS.  So, 
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After you have logged into your ALEKS class, go to the REPORT page.
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Switch to the “Time and Topic” report by clicking on the TIME AND TOPIC tab.
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The report will indicate the # time you’ve worked in ALEKS each day, the number of topics 

attempted, and the # number of topics mastered (added to your MyPie total).  Each class attempted, and the # number of topics mastered (added to your MyPie total).  Each class 

meeting, after you have watched the announcement for the day, you should look at your 

ALEKS time and topic report to see how much time you’ve spent for OUR week. 

You will also notice that at the bottom of the page, you have a total for the date range that 

is being displayed.  If you change this date range to match “OUR WEEK” then you can 

quickly see the total for the week.  Just remember, you must log in at least 6 quality math 

hours for each of OUR WEEKS.  For those registered in the totally online sections, you are 

required to spend at least 8 hours each week!

Notice the other information shown on this report…the number of topics attempted and 

mastered during the time you are logged into the system.  If you are spending A LOT of 

time and not mastering many topics, this indicates that YOU NEED TO ASK FOR HELP or 

your time on task is not quality math time.  We want your time spent in ALEKS to be 

productive…that is, making progress in the content!
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Finally, let’s talk about the difference between a proctored assessment and a progress 

assessment.  # A proctored assessment is an ALEKS assessment that is taken in a monitored assessment.  # A proctored assessment is an ALEKS assessment that is taken in a monitored 

setting….where a classroom facilitator is present in the room with you.  # A progress 

assessment is an ALEKS assessment that is triggered automatically in ALEKS because you 

have mastered enough topics that your learning needs to be re-checked.  These do not 

have to be done in a monitored setting.

Progress Assessment – automatically triggered by ALEKS – can be taken on your own, but 

you need to treat them like a monitored one – no notes or help of any kind.  Why ALEKS 

triggers an assessment will be discussed in detail in a later class meeting.

Proctored Assessment – monitored by US – these are to be taken at the end of a module 

for you to demonstrate to US that you have mastered the module.
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When you complete a module, you are ready for a proctored assessment to show US your 

mastery of that module.mastery of that module.

Remember, an odd module is complete when you have shown mastery in assessment 

(BLUE number) and learning (GREEN number) mode of at least 59% of the MyPie.  Odd 

module = >= 59%    

An even module is complete when you have shown mastery in assessment and learning 

mode of 100% of the MyPie.

When this happens, you are ready to take a proctored assessment!!!
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There is no need to make an appointment or tell your classroom facilitator.  Just come with 

your picture ID and completed module.  Be sure to look at the schedule which was given to your picture ID and completed module.  Be sure to look at the schedule which was given to 

you the first day of class.  

While you are waiting on the proctored assessment time to come around…keep working in 

ALEKS and practice the math.  There is a REVIEW button that lets you go back to topics 

you’ve mastered and try them again.  There are batch of “practice problems” under the 

ASSIGNMENTS tab too..just to be sure you’ve got it.
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Now, it’s time for you to get busy…”doing the math!”  When you have trouble with a 

problem, there are people in the room to assist you.  BUT you need to try first…it’s YOUR problem, there are people in the room to assist you.  BUT you need to try first…it’s YOUR 

MATH.

Have a great class!
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