
Class #12 in the Pre-Core Mathematics Program  

“Let’s Do The Math” is the motto inside for the classroom and outside the classroom.  I 

believe that doing the math in class and spending time on your math homework is so 

important to your success that it’s a requirement for the course.
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Notice, the policy says at least six hours.  This is the minimum requirement we have set to 

consider a student putting in the necessary effort to be successful in the class…and 

progress through the modules at a pace that is acceptable for a passing grade.  BUT you are 

more than welcome to put in more time and move quicker through the material. 

But what I’d really like to talk about it the ‘quality’ of the six hours working in ALEKS.  I don’t 

want a student to spend six hours in one day just to meet the work requirements for the 

class.  I am aware that you can “interact” with ALEKS in a minimal way and log in time….I’ve 

seen students doing this in the classroom.  This is not quality math time….and will not 

allow you to progress in the modules to your potential.  So, let’s take a look at a few 

time/topic reports from a variety of students.
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Here’s “a week” in four different students ‘math world’.  Each of them has accomplished 

the six hours in ALEKS.  But I worry about the effectiveness on the math progress for one of 

these students.  Which student do you think I’m concerned about?!  This student spent 

over 5 hours on the very last day of the week.  Remember, the time/topic report also 

indicates how many topics were added to a student’s MyPie during this time too.  So, I even 

have an idea if the time was spent actually working on the math to make progress in the 

material, or just keeping ALEKS logged into the system.  In fact, when I look at a student’s 

time/topic report, I can see the specific math problems worked during the time.  If it’s 

empty time, then obviously there was no math progress during this time and the student 

will be award an attendance strike by their classroom facilitator.  If the student was working 

on topics, I’m sure it wasn’t quality time for the entire 5 hours, 28 minutes…because I’d 

even get tired about 2 hours of doing math problems. 

So, the required six hours is more than just ‘getting the time’.  YOU NEED TO MAKE IT 

QUALITY TIME!  This is your responsibility. 
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You owe it to yourself to make YOUR work hours quality.  And remember that you set a 

module goal for yourself at the beginning of the semester.  How it is going?  It’s possible 

that you may need to spend more time than the minimum to reach this goal.  DON’T 

WAIT…the semester is going fast.  

So, ask yourself.  Do you need to spend more time on math?  If so, pencil it into your 

schedule.  It’s so easy to say, “yeah, I’m going to spend more time.”  But it’s hard to follow 

through without being very specific with yourself.
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Now, it’s time to have some quality time “Doing the Math!”
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