
Class #19 in the Pre-Core Mathematics Program  

What is the difference between an ALEKS assessment and a traditional paper/pencil exam?  
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The word ‘assessment’ is used very purposefully in ALEKS.   A traditional written exam 

has questions written out ahead of time and every student has the same questions 

used to judge the student's knowledge of a set of skills. While an ALEKS assessment 

uses adaptive questioning to judge the students current knowledge of a set of 

skills.  In an assessment when a student gets an answer incorrect, ALEKS will 

investigate the core reasoning behind it by asking questions related to it. If the 

error was "a sign error", ALEKS can ask one simple questions to identify if the 

students understand the basic skill of the sign error and know if it was an oversight 

versus a more fundamental issue. 

We’ve done both at UALR and students are more successful with the ALEKS 

assessment approach.
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But you can still use the traditional test taking tips.

Study…this is why you have a notebook.  Remember, your notebook should inform 

you of the problems that were difficult and good to review before the assessment.  I 

hope you’ve been building a good one for yourself.

Before taking any test, it’s a good idea to ‘warm up your brain’.  In our case, you 

should ‘warm up your math brain.’  This can be done by working math problems 15-

20 minutes before you take an assessment. I would work some "easy" problems and 

work up to the more "challenging" problems to give your brain the time to "get into 

the math mode". Then the assessment is just a continuation of the mode that I've 

established.

Under the ASSIGNMENTS area, you will find a practice module assessment.  If you 

are feeling uncertain, then try it.

And most of all, follow the assessment rules – even when it’s a pop-up assessment.
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Take all assessments like the ‘proctored assessments’.  Don’t get help on a single question.  

You need to show ALEKS what YOU know.  You may even be given questions that you 

haven’t learned yet….ALEKS is trying to push your knowledge.  If you really just don’t 

know….hit the I Don’t Know button.  That’s what it’s there for….telling ALEKS that you really 

just don’t know how to do that problem.

4



Well, I guess that’s all that I have for you today.  

Have a great day “Doing the Math!”
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