
Class #20 in the Pre-Core Mathematics Program  

When you are in the Learning Mode of ALEKS, the ‘doing of the math’ with the Explanation 

button available, ALEKS can check your answers when you click the NEXT button.  But you 

don’t have this luxury when you are taking an assessment.  So, let’s discuss how you can 

check the answers of many of the math problems that you have been working this 

semester.
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For the problems which are arithmetic problems without any algebra involved, the 

calculator can be handy to ensure you are correct.  For some of the problems, the 

calculator will simply find the answer for you…but be sure you know how to get the answer 

without a calculator.  Understanding the arithmetic process is necessary for later topics.   

And honestly, you will be much quicker at many of these problems without using a 

calculator.  So, let’s take a look at a few problems and use the calculator to ‘check the 

answer’.

Again, you must be able to work these problems without a calculator.  The 

calculator should only be used to check the answer.  When you use the calculator, 

you can enter the problems just like you see them…using parantheses.
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The calculator will not find the answer to all arithmetic problems.   But it can be used to 

‘check your answer.’  The ALEKS calculator can be used to enter fractions (because a 

fraction bar is a division operation), but the answer will be given to you as a decimal.  So, 

the key is to look at the decimal value of your answer and see if it equals the decimal value 

of the answer for the original problem.  

Similarly, the calculator has a square root button to check arithmetic problems involving 

square roots.
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Again, the calculator will not give an answer in scientific notation.  But you can check using 

the calculator.
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For this type of problem, using the calculator can help you if you know the definition of 

rational and irrational numbers in terms of the decimal form of a number…which the 

calculator can tell you.
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Even when I’m working with expressions, I can use the calculator to give me an idea if the 

given expression is the same as the answer expression I worked out.  The key is to evaluate 

both for “unusual values” for the variables.  So, let x = 3 and w = 4.  Evaluate the given 

expression with the calculator…write down the decimal answer.  Then evaluate the answer 

expression…does it match?
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Don’t forget that solving an equation, any equation, means you are finding the 

value for the variable that makes it true.  So, you can use this value to see if the two 

sides of the original equation are equal…and hence, checking your answer.
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When you graph a line, ALEKS only requires you to plot two points to use the ruler tool to 

draw the line.  BUT it would be wise to have a third point handy to be sure it falls on the 

line you have drawn. 
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Well, I guess that’s all that I have for you today.   Again, when you are in the learning mode, 

ALEKS can check your answers.  But during an assessment, checking your own answers can 

help you discover a mistake that you made in working out a problem.

Now, it’s time to “Do the Math!”
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