PADM 7373

Seminar in Public Administration

FALL 2010
Professor: Dr. Jordan

Office: Ross Hall 641

Phone: 569-3402=direct or 569-3211=MPA; 682-0000=VOICE MAIL (phone no., #, #)
Email:  BLACKBOARD (primary); mmjordan@ualr.edu
Office Hours: BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Class Meeting:  6:00 – 8:40pm Mondays in Ross Hall 313
Department Website: http://www.ualr.edu/mpa/
Course Objective:

This course is designed to facilitate the completion of the capstone paper requirement for the MPA degree.  The course builds on the knowledge, skills, and abilities developed in earlier courses.  Students are expected to synthesize their analytical and decision making knowledge, skills, and abilities to produce a professional work product that contributes to the field of public or nonprofit administration or public policy.  By the end of the semester the student should have demonstrated the ability:

1) Clearly define a problem or topic and demonstrate its relevance and importance to the field of public administration,

2) Frame the problem in an appropriate theoretical construct, based on a thorough literature review of the topic area.

3) Utilize appropriate methodology to demonstrate the relationship between previous research and data collected by the student.

4) Show significant insight in analyzing study findings, drawing appropriate conclusions, and making practical and relevant recommendations.

5) Present, orally and in writing, the results of the study in clear, concise, and appropriate language, using APA style, and utilizing correct and consistent citations, figures, illustrations, tables, and bibliography.

Recommended Text:  

APA Style Manual- the most updated version can be found in the library and most bookstores.

Professionalism:

The MPA program is a professional program that emphasizes managerial skills, knowledge, and decision making.  Therefore, professional conduct is expected, especially with respect to deadlines.  Late sections or papers will not be accepted and feedback will not be provided.  This should be avoided because it may result in a lower quality finished product.  The faculty needs time to read the papers and provide feedback.  This is for your benefit.  However, the feedback is limited by the quality of the paper or section submitted.  Therefore, the paper/section should be clear and free of grammatical errors.

Blackboard:

Sign up for Blackboard for the first time by going to the link on the UALR website. All students are expected to become proficient with Blackboard. Students are to obtain this proficiency immediately. This will be the primary source of course-related communication outside of the classroom. Homework will likely be submitted via Blackboard. All assignments are due via Blackboard by NOON as one attachment unless otherwise indicated. It is the student's responsibility to check Blackboard frequently for updates and instructions. The inability to navigate and use Blackboard will NEVER be an acceptable excuse for incomplete, late, or missed assignments.

Plagiarism Policy:                                                                                                                         Assignments are routinely submitted to plagiarism software. There is no such thing as “unintentional” plagiarism. Anyone caught plagiarizing will be disciplined according the UALR Student Handbook regulations. The definition of plagiarism is “To adopt and reproduce as one’s own, to appropriate for one’s own use and incorporate in one’s own work without acknowledgement, the ideas of others or passages from their writings and works.”  A slideshow on academic integrity, which includes plagiarism and other academic offenses, is available at http://ualr.edu/deanofstudents/index.php/home/academic-integrity/.
Evaluation:
The course grade is based on the quality and timeliness of each section and the final paper. Students are required to participate in MPA assessment, which includes the focus group and the case study.

5%  
participation in MPA assessment- case and focus group
20%  
timeliness and preparedness in individual meetings

35% 
timeliness and quality of paper sections and drafts

40% 
final paper and revisions and presentation

100%

90-100=A;   80-89.9=B;   70-79.9=C;   60-69=D;   <60=F

Progression:

A section will not be approved until the prior section of the paper has been approved by class instructor. Failure to progress through the sections of the paper will result in a grade of F or withdrawal from the course.

Incompletes:

Incompletes are not a right.  You must have at least the second half of your paper APPROVED before a grade of Incomplete is considered.  You are responsible for reviewing the academic calendar for withdrawal deadlines. Incompletes require instructor approval and an agreement in writing of student’s requirements and intention to complete the work.

MPA Student Discussion List:

All MPA students are expected to subscribe to the discussion list.  This is the primary source of departmental announcements to MPA students.  Instructions can be found on the IOG website http://ualr.edu/mpa/index.php/home/schedule-of-classes/web-ct-instructions/ .
Course Schedule:
There will be several one-on-one meetings with the instructor and notes provided on Blackboard. Individual meetings may be scheduled during the day. However, students must be available for class or individual meetings during normal Monday night class time.  Individual meetings are mandatory.
August 23


*Introduction and literature review due

Relationship between paper sections; method and





data collection; Paper progress oral reports;
IRB training { http://www.miami.edu/citireg/ }
August 30


individual meetings: update literature, IRB forms
September 6


LABOR DAY: final call for IRB forms,  1st half draft
September 13


individual meetings

September 16 (Thursday @ noon) FIRST HALF DUE TO FACULTY [intro, lit rev, method] 
September 20


individual meetings

September 27


individual meetings

October 2 (Saturday @ 5pm) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION FOR GRADUATION via BOSS
October 4


no class
October 11


individual meetings
October 14 (Thursday @ noon) SECOND HALF DUE TO FACULTY

October 18


individual meetings  
October 25


individual meetings




November 1


individual meetings



November 8


*MPA focus group and MPA Case Study at 6pm 
November 15


individual meetings

November 18 (Thursday @ noon) FINAL PAPERS DUE TO ALL FACULTY
November 22


*practice presentation at 6pm - Dean’s conference room
November 29-30

PAPER PRESENTATIONS - Dean’s conference room 12-5pm  

December 6


revisions 
Students With Disabilities:

It is the policy of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments. If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement–such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos–please notify the instructor as soon as possible. Students are also welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143 (v/tty). For more information, visit the DRC website at http://ualr.edu/disability/.

