PADM3331 – 01 Introduction to Public Administration
Tuesday / Thursday 10:50 am – 12:05 pm –       Ross Hall 320
Course Syllabus
Instructor: Richard L. Lawrence
 
                                            Office by Appointment (not on UALR campus)

Office Phone: 690-3604

E-mail: law28@aristotle.net
Course Description:  Introduction to Public Administration is a general survey course designed to familiarize students with the role and function of public agencies in contemporary society. The course emphasizes the role of the public sector manager in American society by studying current issues and leading concepts in the field of public management.
Goals / Objectives:  This course will enable students to:

· Identify major public administration functions and describe the role they perform in the overall public sector process

· Develop an understanding of the differentiated but synergistic relationship between leadership and management.

· Describe selected public administration theories and concepts

· Analyze decision-making issues and relate them to general public managerial practices in an array of quasi-political governmental environments.
Required Text:  Public Administration in America, Michael E. Milakovich and George J. Gordon, Thomson/Wadsworth, Tenth Edition
Class Format:: The presentation of the course material will be predominately lecture and discussion with some selected video presentations.  Except during the video presentations, students are encouraged to interrupt for clarification, questions, and relevant comments.  Most lecture notes will be available via Blackboard as will assignments and extra credit projects. Students will be strongly encouraged to take advantage of this teaching tool.
Class Decorum:  Conduct disruptive to others in class is not permitted.  Cell phones and beepers (with audible ringers) are not allowed.  Leaving class early is strongly discouraged.  If you must leave early, see me before class
Attendance:  Regular attendance is expected and generally results in higher grades.  The student is responsible for assignments, announcements, and materials covered if classes or portions of classes are missed.  This means that you will need to connect with another student to find out what you missed which is relatively easy to do using Blackboard.

Make-up Policy:  Make-up exams will NOT be given.  Students will be given nearly a week in which to take each test.  You are urged not to procrastinate as technical difficulties can always defeat the best laid plans.
Exams and Grading:  Exams and quizzes will cover lecture, video, text and other reading material.  They may consist of any combination of the following: multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, short answer and essay.  The Final Exam and all other Exams and Quizzes will be available on Blackboard.  
Your grade for the course will be based on the following:
	Class Participation
	20%

	  (including Blackboard assignments)
	

	2 Quizzes @ 5% each
	10%

	Mid Term
	20%

	Final Exam
	30%

	Written Assignment
	20%


 Final letter grades will be determined by the following scale, in which the numbers represent percentage of the total points possible: 
            90-100=A; 80-89=B; 70-79=C; 60-69=D; 0-59=F.

The exams and quizzes will cover specific course material; the final exam will be comprehensive.  Exams and quizzes may cover readings, lectures, videos or additional readings assigned
Academic Honesty Policy:  Cheating, helping others to cheat, or plagiarism will be punished.  Plagiarism is “To adopt and reproduce as one’s own, to appropriate to one’s own use, and incorporate in one’s own work without acknowledgement, the ideas of others or passages from their writings and works… When a faculty member believes that a student has behaved dishonestly, they will immediately notify the dean of students of their suspicion of cheating, plagiarism, collusion, or a similar activity…” (UALR Faculty Handbook).

Disability Resource Center: It is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments.  If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement--such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos--please notify the instructor as soon as possible.  Students are also welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143 (v/tty). For more information, visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability.  
Inclement Weather Policy:  The official UALR inclement weather policy for day classes is that when either the Little Rock or Pulaski County public schools close, UALR will close.  Students should listen to local media outlets for the status of evening classes.

______________________________________________________________________________
NOTE: This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor's discretion and due notice will be given by instructor regarding any such changes.

	PADM3331
	Class Schedule   Fall 2010

	
	

	Date
	Material reviewed

	19 Aug 
	Introduction Course & Instructor

	24 Aug 
	Chapter 1Dr. Wigand, MPA Graduate Program Coordinator

	26 Aug 
	Chapter 1- Dr. Wigand

	31 Aug
	Chapter 2- Dr. Robertson, Director, Institute of Government

	2 Sept
	Chapter 2- Dr. Robertson

	7 Sep 
	Review 

	9 Sep
	Videos

	14 Sep
	Chapter 3 

	16 Sep
	Chapter 3 

	21 Sep
	Quiz 1

	23 Sep
	Chapter 4 

	28 Sep
	Chapter 4/Chapter 5

	30 Sep
	Chapter 5 

	5 Oct
	Chapter 6

	7 Oct
	Chapter 6

	12 Oct
	Mid Term Review

	14 Oct
	Mid-Term

	19 Oct
	Chapter 7 

	21 Oct
	Chapter 7

	26 Oct
	Chapter 8 

	28 Oct
	Chapter 8 

	2 Nov
	No Class-Instructor Out

	4 Nov
	Chapter 9

	9 Nov
	Chapter 9 

	11 Nov
	Quiz

	16 Nov
	Chapter 10 

	18 Nov
	Chapters 10 and 11

	23 Nov
	Chapter 11 

	25 Nov
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

	30 Nov
	Chapter 12 

	2 Dec
	Chapter 12 

	7 Dec 
	Review for Final Exam  - last class

	  9 Dec 10
	Finals Begin


