SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

Master’s Program
Instruction and

application packet


[image: image1.emf]
Mission

       The mission of the Graduate Social Work Program is to prepare social workers for advanced clinical practice with individuals, families and groups, and for leadership in organizations, communities and society, that accept and appreciate diversity and who will empower people to meet the challenges of poverty, social and economic injustice.
ADMISSION STANDARDS

     Professional education is a privilege,

not a right. The admissions committee

works very hard to ensure that each

application is evaluated on its own

individual merits.

For All Applicants:

· Acceptable references indicating propensity for both academics and social work practice.

· Ability to conceptualize and integrate knowledge and apply that knowledge in a professional setting.

· Appreciation of the value of diversity. Ability to work with others who are different from oneself.

· Acceptable statement of professional orientation reflecting adequate writing and critical thinking skills, and intent and ability to adopt social work values and ethics.

· Ability to communicate ideas and feelings effectively and sensitively and evidence of willingness and ability to listen to others.

· Ability to demonstrate the interpersonal skills needed to relate effectively to others and to fulfill the ethical obligations of the profession.

· Baccalaureate degree, with a liberal arts perspective, from an accredited college or university with a cumulative GPA of 3.0. (On occasion, an applicant with a cumulative GPA below a 3.0 may be accepted conditionally.)

· Satisfactory scores on either the GRE or MAT. (Tests must have been taken within the past five years.)

· Ability to meet all standards for admission and participation.

· Volunteer, employment, and other life experiences relevant to the career choice of social work.

Advanced Standing

Applicants ONLY:

· Must have a bachelor’s degree in social work (BSW) from a CSWE-accredited undergraduate program with a GPA of 3.5 within the last 60 hours.
· Degree must have been awarded within the past five years.

· Must submit a copy of all field/internship evaluations.

· Must submit a recommendation written by a faculty member of the applicant’s undergraduate social work program.

How to Apply

   Application to our School is a

two fold process. You must apply to the

Graduate School as well as to the School

of Social Work.

1. By the appropriate deadline, the following materials are to be sent to:

UALR Graduate School

Attention: Records and

Admissions Specialist

2801 South University Avenue

Little Rock, AR 72204-1099

Phone: (501) 569-8663 or (501) 569-3206
· A completed on-line graduate school application found at http://boss.ualr.edu or a Change of Status Form if you are already enrolled as a special student with the Graduate School.

· Official transcripts from all baccalaureate institutions you’ve attended, with degree posted.

· Official test scores from the GRE or MAT, mailed directly from the testing center to the UALR Graduate School.

· Immunization form and records.

· For international student applications: An applicant whose native language is not English must take an English proficiency examination (TOEFL and TSE) and submit results to the Graduate School. A substantial working knowledge of English is essential.

2. The following materials are to be sent to:

UALR School of Social Work

Attention: MSW Admissions

Coordinator

2801 South University Avenue

Little Rock, AR 72204-1099

Phone: (501) 569-3240

All required application forms and instructions can be found at

http://www.ualr.edu/msw. Application packet is located under ‘Admission requirements’.
.
· Completed application for admission to the Master’s program of the School of Social Work. The application form may be found at. http://www.ualr.edu/msw.  
· Statement of professional orientation (See instructions to the right).

· Three completed references from people who know you in a professional, academic, or volunteer setting. The form may be found at. http://www.ualr.edu/msw. 
· Completed verification of liberal arts requirement. The form may be found at. http://www.ualr.edu/msw. 
Advanced Standing Applicants

ONLY:

· You must also submit a copy of all field/internship evaluations and a recommendation from a faculty member at your undergraduate social work program.

Instructions for Statement of

Professional Orientation

   We ask that all applicants prepare narrative answers to the following items. (Note that item 6 does not require a narrative answer. You should attach a list to your statement.) The total length of your response to items 1 through 5 should not exceed six pages.

In evaluating your answers, we will be looking for the following:

· Thoroughness and organization of your responses.

· Evidence of critical thinking and analysis.

· Evidence that your choice of social work is a thoughtful one based on reasonable knowledge of yourself and the profession.

· Standard English, clearly written, and free of errors in grammar, style, and syntax.

1. Describe your understanding of social work.

2. Describe the factors that have led you to choose social work as your profession.
3. Briefly describe a contemporary social problem of concern or interest to you. Why does this problem deserve public attention and resources? Recommend a course of action for social change.
4. Briefly describe a situation that presented you with an ethical challenge or that called for a difficult judgment on your part. What was the outcome of your decision, and what did you learn from the experience? (Please disguise the identities of people and organizations that may have been involved.)
5. (Answer this item only if it applies to you.) Are there any special circumstances that have affected your academic history and which should be considered by the Admissions Committee?
6. Attach a resume listing the following:
a. All paid positions you’ve held in social services work, listed chronologically from most to least recent, and including the position title, primary duties, dates held, and reason(s) for leaving
b. All paid positions you’ve held in fields other than the social services, listed chronologically from most to least recent, and including the position title, primary duties, dates held, and reason(s) for leaving.
c. Your volunteer experience, listed chronologically from most to least recent, and including the name of the organization, your role  and primary duties, dates held and approximate hours per week during that period, and reason(s) for leaving. 
Application Deadline

   Evaluations of MSW applications for fall admission begin on March 1 and continue until May 1 for the full-time

program and June 1 for the part-time program. Full-time advanced standing applications are due March 1. 

Spring applications (for part-time admission only) are due November 1. Applicants are encouraged to apply early, as completed applications receive priority processing. Only completed applications are eligible for review. Although we do admit students in the spring semester, most core courses begin in the fall, and most of the curriculum is carefully sequenced. Therefore, students admitted in the spring can only enroll on a part-time basis.

Program Options

   There are currently four program options available to students pursuing an MSW degree at UALR. All programs are offered in Little Rock.

1. Advanced standing program: This program allows qualified students who have earned a bachelor of social work degree within the previous seven years from an institution accredited by the Council on Social Work Education to complete the MSW degree in a shorter, concentrated program. This program may be completed on either a full-time (12 months) or part-time (24 months) basis.

2. Full-time program: This program is designed for individuals who have a bachelor’s degree in a field other than social work. It is designed to be completed in two academic years. The UALR MSW program requires students to have a baccalaureate degree (no exceptions), with a liberal arts perspective, from an accredited college or university.
3. Part-time program: The part-time program is designed to be completed in three years, although the student may take up to four calendar years from the initial date of enrollment to complete it. A minimum of two courses must be taken each semester, with appropriate sequencing of courses as outlined in the curriculum.

Field Work: One of the goals of the program is to develop opportunities for students who are employed in the human services to be able to complete their degrees through work-site placements for their internships. Students in this part-time alternative would need support from their employing agencies for completing field work requirements. In an effort to make this equivalent to more traditional options for completing the program, some restrictions may apply to field work. We are working to carefully craft an option that meets both student needs and educational objectives. It is important to note that the experiences of the work-site internship should differ significantly from the current roles and responsibilities assumed by the student.

Admission to the MSW Program of Holders of the BSW Degree

   In order to avoid redundancy, promote program integrity, and contribute to the relevant graduate education, students admitted to the MSW Program who hold BSW degrees (within the last seven years) from accredited programs shall be deemed to have demonstrated mastery in social work courses on foundations of practice, human behavior and the social environment, and social welfare policy. In order to demonstrate mastery, the applicant would be required to have earned no less than an A in each of the above-mentioned courses in their bachelor’s program. For those students, the MSW degree requirements of Foundations of Practice I, II, and III; Human Behavior and the Social Environment I, and Social Welfare Policies and Services shall be waived.
   The Admissions Committee, having determined whether admission is to be granted, shall examine the transcript of each applicant holding the BSW, and decide which foundation-year degree requirements will be waived on the basis of demonstrated mastery of content and shall advise applicants of those waivers at the time the admission decision is communicated to the applicant. If there is a question about whether the BSW course is comparable to the learning objectives of the MSW course, the curriculum committee will make a determination by reviewing the course outlines from the undergraduate work. Course objectives, content outline, learning activities, theoretical frames of reference, and bibliographies will be evaluated.

   Students will receive a letter that identifies waivers of course requirements.  A copy of the letter will be filed in students’ records for use in academic advising. If the student wishes to take courses for which the requirement has been waived, the student and her or his advisor will document in the student’s record that the student is doing so as a matter of personal choice.

Transfer of Credit

   Only applicants from other CSWE accredited graduate social work programs will be considered for transfer admission. The applicant must have an overall GPA of at least 3.0 in graduate work. No grade lower than a B will be accepted for credit. We require an official statement from the former school indicating the student is in good standing. The concentration year (28 hours) of graduate study must be completed at UALR. 
   Only one graduate-level course from the UALR MSW program, other departments at UALR, or other universities taken prior to the student’s beginning of core MSW courses at UALR may be considered for transfer of elective credits. Students must submit a request of transfer of credit at or before the time of their enrollment. The request should include a cover letter, which discusses the content of the course (other than UALR MSW courses), and its relevance to social work. A copy of the course outline shall be attached. This request should be addressed to the chair of the curriculum committee.

   After the curriculum committee accepts requests for transfer of credit, the application for transfer of credit is forwarded to the Dean of the Graduate

School who then approves and posts to

transcript. Transfer grades are not computed as part of a student’s UALR cumulative GPA.

Academic Credit for Life/

Professional Experience?

   Academic credit is not given for life experience and/or previous work experience, in whole or in part, in lieu of the field practicum or of courses in the professional foundation areas specified in the Curriculum Policy Statement.

Financial Support Options

   Financial Aid Applicants must be fully admitted (regular status) at UALR as degree-seeking students to be eligible for any form of financial aid. Graduate students are not eligible for the Pell Grant, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, or Arkansas Student Assistance Grant.

Graduate Assistantships

   Graduate assistantships are available through graduate programs or   departments and the Graduate School. To be qualified, students must be fully admitted to a graduate program with a minimum course load of nine graduate hours, and be recommended by the program coordinator.
Assistantships usually include a tuition scholarship, a stipend of at least $3,100 (half-time), and a 10-hour-per-week (also half-time) duty assignment for the nine-month academic year.

   Duty assignments vary, but most involve either teaching or research responsibilities. Whenever possible, assignments contribute to the student’s field of study. For more information, contact the Graduate School at http://www.ualr.edu/gradschool or the appropriate program coordinator.

TAMS

   (Tuition Assistance for Minority Students) Please inquire at the Graduate School and visit the Teaching Enhancements Affecting Minority Students (TEAMS) website at 
http://www.ualr.edu/teams/tams.
Scholarships

   Scholarships are awarded for both full- and part-time students through the UALR Office of Development and various UALR schools and colleges. Complete a UALR Scholarship Application and the applications for scholarships required by the various schools and colleges. UALR Scholarship Applications should be submitted to the Office of Development by March 1. Deadlines for other scholarships may vary.

Veterans Benefits

   The U.S. Department of Veteran’s Affairs is authorized by law to provide a wide range of benefits to those who have served their country in the armed forces and to their dependents. Veterans seeking application materials or information on eligibility for VA educational benefits should contact the veterans certifying official in the UALR Office of Admissions and Financial Aid, (501)569-8171 or (501)682-8387 and online at 
http://www.ualr.edu/admissions. Veteran’s information is located under ‘apply for admission’.
The School’s Nondiscrimination

Policy

   As part of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, the School of Social Work is committed to the policy of providing equal opportunity for all persons and will not discriminate in admissions, programs, or any other educational function or service on the basis of sex, disability, age, race, national origin, color, religion, veterans status, sexual orientation, political orientation, or ethnicity. In carrying out this commitment, UALR follows the principle of affirmative action and operates within the guidelines of federal laws and executive orders prohibiting discrimination.

Choosing a Curriculum

   Each student must complete the foundation year requirements, whether on a part-time or full-time basis. Students entering their final year must choose whether they would like to complete the management & community practice (MCP) concentration or the advanced direct practice (ADP) concentration. Most students do not decide this until they are nearing their final year.
	1. Full-Time (Foundation Year) MSW Curriculum (60 Hours)

Foundation Year (32 hours)

	Fall (16 hours)
	Spring (16 hours)

	7330 HBSE
	7302 Foundations II

	7350 Social Welfare Policy
	7331 Foundations III

	7390 Diversity & Oppression
	7391 Assessment/Differential Diagnosis

	7301 Foundations I
	7370 Research Methods

	7403 Social Work Internship I
	7404 Social Work Internship II

	
	


	2. Part-Time (Foundation Year) MSW Curriculum

	Year One
	

	Fall (6 hours)
	Spring (6 hours)

	7330 HBSE
	7370 Research Methods

	7350 Social Welfare Policy
	7331 Foundations III

	Year Two
	

	Fall (6 hours)
	Spring (6 hours)

	7390 Diversity & Oppression
	7391 Assessment/Differential Diagnosis

	7301 Foundations I
	7331 Foundations II

	Summer I (4 hours)
	Summer II (4 hours)

	7403 Social Work Internship I*
	7404 Social Work Internship II*

	

	*Social Work Internship I & II may also be completed in the fall and spring semesters concurrent with courses;

	
	


	3. Advanced Standing- Students enrolled in the Advanced Standing Program are given credit for 17 hours of foundation courses which is applied toward the 60 hour minimum for the MSW degree. Students admitted advanced standing may complete the foundation year requirements during intensive summer sessions or spread them out over the course of 12 months (fall/spring). Advanced standing students must complete internship and seminar requirements over the summer. Please see below for Concentration Year curriculum.



	Advanced Standing Foundation Year Requirements

	
	7370 Research Methods

	
	8316 Advanced Standing Seminar

	
	7391 Assessment/Differential Diagnosis

	
	7603 Advanced Standing Internship 

	
	

	
	

	
	


Concentration Year

	Management and Community Practice Concentration (MCP)(28 hours)


	Fall (15 hours)
	Spring (13 hours)

	8305 MCP Methods I
	8306 MCP Methods II

	8259 Evaluation Research I
	8159 Evaluation Research II

	8371 Statistics
	8508 MCP Internship II

	8507 MCP Internship I
	82xx Elective*

	82xx Elective*
	82xx Elective*

	
	


	Advanced Direct Practice Concentration (ADP) (28 hours)

	Fall (15 hours)
	Spring (13 hours)

	8301 Advanced Direct Practice
	8302 Advanced Direct Practice II

	8371 Statistics
	8390 ADP Methods III

	8503 ADP Internship I
	8504 ADP Internship II

	82xx Elective*
	82xx Elective*

	82xx Elective*
	

	
	

	* 82xx Electives are scheduled to tie in with the concentration. However, they may be taken earlier and several electives are generally offered during summer sessions. Many electives require concentration year standing. Please check the course descriptions in the graduate catalog.

	
	


	Electives  Three electives are required.

	
	

	Practice Electives
	Policy Electives

	
	8253 Law & Social Work

	8204 Crisis Problem Solving
	

	8205 Group Treatment
	Research Electives

	8206 Psychodrama
	8271 Research Project

	8207 Child Behavior & Treatment
	

	8208 Child Abuse & Treatment
	Other Electives

	8209 Community Social Work
	8191 Guided Study

	8210 Social & Emotional Implications of

          Illness & Disability
	8218 Grief & Loss

8292 Guided Study

	8211 Aging & Social Work
	8293 Seminar

	8213 Supervision
	

	8215 Domestic Violence
	Marriage & Family Therapy Electives

	8231 Addictions Treatment
	8310 Sociology of the Family

	8235 Spirituality in Social Work
	83xx Family Life Cycle

	
	83xx Human Sexuality
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