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Introductory Courses 
 
Introduction to Philosophy — PHIL 1310 

Prof. Spino — MWF 11:00-11:50 (CRN: 11535) 
WEB: Prof. McAuliffe (CRN: 11377 | UALR Online: 14178) 

 
This course is a survey of basic themes in philosophy, addressing 
such fundamental concerns as the nature of morality and beauty, 
the relation of mind and body, and the existence of free will, through 
discussion and analysis of readings. 
 
Introduction to Critical Thinking — PHIL 1330 

Prof. Jones — WEB (CRN: 11378 | UALR Online: 14180) 
 
An introduction to reasoning skills. This course focuses on the 
recognition of informal fallacies and the nature, use, and evaluation 
of arguments, as well as the basic characteristics of inductive and 
deductive arguments. 
  
Ethics and Society — PHIL 2320 

multiple sections on campus and online,  
see Schedule of Classes 

 
This course features a study of selected texts reflecting a variety of 
ethical systems—with at least one major text from each of four 
historical periods (antiquity, medieval, early modern, and 
contemporary). Ethical theories examined will include:  
deontology, utilitarianism, and virtue theory. 
Fulfills Core Curriculum requirement: Humanities 
 
Ethics and Society: Professional Applications — PHIL 2321 

Prof. Spino — MWF 10:00-10:50 (CRN: 14218) 
 
This course is similar to PHIL 2320, featuring a study of selected 
texts reflecting a variety of ethical systems such as deontology, 
utilitarianism, and virtue theory. These ethical theories will be brought 
to bear on specific ethical issues arising in the workplace and in the 
context of professional life. 
Fulfills Core Curriculum requirement: Humanities  



   

 
World Religions — RELS 2305 

Prof. Hale — TR 10:50-12:05 (CRN: 11545) 
 
This course examines the global patterns of contemporary world 
religions as symbol systems and expressions of discrete, coherent 
world views. It focuses on the particular histories, practices, and 
beliefs of the major world religions. 
Fulfills Core Curriculum requirement: Humanities 
 
 
 
Upper Level Courses 
 
Ancient Greek Philosophy — PHIL 3345  

Prof. Spino — WEB (CRN: 14948 | UALR Online: 14949) 
 
The name “Ancient Greek Philosophy” refers to both a historical 
period and an early part of the development of the western 
philosophical tradition. In this course, we will consider the work  
of some of the Pre-Socratics, of Plato, of Aristotle, and of some  
of their immediate successors. This period of philosophical 
development saw the western beginnings of now well-established 
branches of thought, including metaphysics, ethics, and aesthetics. 
The assertions of these ancient thinkers have shaped modern-day 
understandings of morality, politics, and conceptions of the soul,  
to name only a few. The ancient Greeks investigated the character of 
human knowledge, questioning its source and scope, the 
connection between knowledge and the emotions, and the very 
nature of reality. Our approach will aim at equipping participants  
with working knowledge of key themes in Ancient Greek Philosophy 
and thus a strong foundation for further intellectual inquiry. 
Fulfills Phil. major area: History 

 
 
 
 

3000- and 4000-level PHIL courses generally have 
PHIL 1310, PHIL 2320, or instructor consent as their prerequisite.  

Students enrolling in 1000- or 2000-level PHIL or RELS courses are advised 
to have completed (or be concurrently enrolled in) RHET 1311. 

 
 

  
Philosophy of Law — PHIL 3347 

Prof. McAuliffe — TR 10:50-12:05 (CRN: 14950) 

We live our lives in the context of laws; law may even have a hold on 
us before we are born and after we die. But why? This course offers 
students an opportunity to think critically about law as a powerful 
social force. We will begin by understanding the philosophical basis 
for what makes law legitimate or illegitimate by exploring the purpose 
of law and its relationship to justice as well as to social order. We will 
then look at the historical actuality of law by exploring how law has 
shaped the lived reality of people through its effect on nationality, 
race, gender, sexuality, and other identity categories. Each student 
will develop an original critical analysis of a particular law that 
determines how and whether that law fulfills the promise of justice. 
This course thus uses the historical development of law as an 
opportunity to ask urgent contemporary questions about the 
meaning of freedom and justice in the 21st century. 
Fulfills Phil. major area: Moral/Political 
 
Philosophy of Religion — PHIL/RELS 3360 

Prof. Norton — TR 1:40-2:55 (CRN: 12708 [PHIL], 13076 [RELS]) 

As an academic discipline, what is usually called ‘philosophy of 
religion’ tends to be concerned with topics such as the existence 
and nature of God, the immortality of the soul, and the rational 
justification of these and other religious beliefs. However, we can 
also understand philosophy of religion to have the nature of religion 
itself as topic. What makes something a ‘religion’? Is it certain kinds 
of beliefs or practices? Which ones? What distinguishes the religious 
from the ethical, political, or aesthetic? In this class, we will cover 
both of these forms of philosophy of religion – though we will focus 
more on the second. After spending a couple of weeks looking at 
traditional arguments and counter-arguments concerning the 
existence and nature of God, we’ll explore a wide variety of 
perspectives on what religion is and how it works. This semester, 
we’ll center this investigation around contemporary work in the 
philosophy of religion that highlights gender, sexuality, and 
embodiment—and we’ll explore earlier work by Kant, 
Schleiermacher, Feuerbach, and others that form the  
background for our more contemporary selections. 
Fulfills Phil. major area: Mind/Knowledge/Culture 

 



  
 
Environmental Philosophy — PHIL 3375 

Prof. Robinson — MW 3:05-4:20 (CRN: 14951) 

According to some scientists and philosophers we have now 
entered the ‘Anthropocene’, a period in which humans have not only 
negatively impacted the climate and species diversity but the very 
geology of the planet. Humans are now influencing every aspect  
of the Earth on scales that are unprecedented. This course will 
introduce students to environmental philosophy by giving them  
an opportunity to think critically and creatively about various 
philosophical accounts of ‘value’ in the context of the Anthropocene. 
In the first half of the course we will address questions like: What is 
valuable? Where does value come from? Do humans create value? 
Is value inherently anthropocentric? Are values ‘objectively’ present 
in the universe? Is value conferred by the presence of certain 
attributes or qualities (reason, sentience, being alive, diversity, 
balance, etc.)? In the second half of the course we will reflect on 
how these accounts of value bear on specific controversies and  
how we might live our lives accordingly. We will examine how these 
dimensions are linked and integrated in some of the most difficult 
moral issues that face us today including population, food, climate 
change, pollution, and the loss of species life. 
Phil. major elective 
 

Truth — PHIL 4388 
Prof. Thomas — MW 1:40-2:55 (CRN: 14952) 

What does it mean to say that a claim is true? The answer seems 
straightforward: a claim is true when it corresponds with the facts. 
But not only does this answer run afoul of the Liar’s Paradox (e.g., 
“This statement is false”), there is the worry that what counts as a 
fact presupposes a certain point of view, which allows for alternative 
facts and claims that are true for some people and not true for 
others. Some suggest that there is really is no such thing as truth,  
or that to say that a claim is true is merely redundant, a linguistic 
shortcut, or a kind of social arm-twisting. Should we make a 
distinction between what is true and truth itself? And why should  
we even care about what is true if there is no way of settling these 
issues? 
Fulfills Phil. major area: Mind/Knowledge/Culture 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Islam — RELS 3336 

Prof. Taylor — WEB (CRN: 12714 | UALR Online: 14954) 

In this course, we will explore the diverse religious traditions and 
practices that make up Islam, in the past and in the present. An 
emphasis will be placed on supplementing the historical accounts 
from within the Middle East with accounts of Muslim communities 
from outside the region. Topical issues touched on in the course will 
include: challenges in translation and interpretation of the Qur’an, 
sources of religious authority, the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, violence, 
gender and sexuality, and secularism in Islam. 
Prerequisite: RELS 2305 or instructor consent 
Fulfills Religious Studies requirement: Major Traditions 
 
 
Psychology of Religion — RELS 3363 

Prof. Fahoum — BENTON CAMPUS, Time TBD (CRN: 13555) 

This course will explore the varieties of religious experience, 
psychological interpretations of religious experiences, relations 
between religion and stages of human development, and techniques 
of religious counseling. 
Prerequisite: RELS 2305, PSYC 2300, or instructor consent 

[Cross-listed as PSYC 3363] 
 
 
Religion, Society, & Culture — RELS 4321 

Prof. Hale — TR 12:15-1:30 (CRN: 11546) 

This course deals with the anthropology of religion, so we  
will read and discuss material dealing with religion from an 
anthropological perspective. The articles we read will focus on 
religion as it is practiced, rather than abstract or idealized ideas 
about religion. Topics will include myth, ritual, shamanism, altered 
states of consciousness, healing, witchcraft, and sorcery. The class 
will be conducted mainly through discussions. Insights from various 
backgrounds and fields of study are encouraged. 

[Cross-listed as ANTH 4321 and SOCI 4321] 


