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Native Voices exhibit to open June 21 

 The Sequoyah National Research Center 

will host Native Voices: Native Peoples’ Concepts of 

Health and Illness, a traveling exhibition to U.S. 

libraries, June 21 through August 3.  

 Native Voices explores the interconnected-

ness of wellness, illness, and cultural life for Native 

Americans, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians. 

Stories drawn from both the past and present ex-

amine how health for Native People is tied to com-

munity, the land, and spirit. Through interviews, 

Native People describe the impact of epidemics, 

federal legislation, the loss of land, and the inhibi-

tion of culture on the health of Native individuals 

and communities today.  

 As part of programming for the exhibit, 

SNRC will host an Open House on July 11, from 

4:00pm to 5:30pm. The open house will allow visi-

tors to explore the exhibit after a brief introduction 

by the archivist Erin Fehr. A reception will follow. 

 On July 19, the next film screening of Heartbeat Alaska will be a companion to the exhibit. The screen-

ing will feature segments from different Heartbeat Alaska episodes that focus on health and illness from an 

Alaska Native perspective. The clips will show traditional practices like subsistence lifestyles that prevent cer-

tain diseases, sobriety and prevention programs, and more. The screening will take place in Ottenheimer Li-

brary, Room 535, at noon. Attendees are welcome to bring their lunch. 

 We hope that you will make plans to view the exhibit and attend the Open House and Film Screening. 

To learn more and view content from the exhibit, visit  http://www.nlm.nih.gov/nativevoices. For more in-

formation about the programming at SNRC, please contact Erin Fehr at ehfehr@ualr.edu or 501-569-8336. 

 The U.S. National Library of Medicine (NLM) developed and 

produced Native Voices: Native Peoples’ Concepts of Health and Ill-

ness. The American Library Association (ALA) Public Programs Of-

fice, in partnership with NLM, tours the exhibition to America’s librar-

ies.  

 



Our mission is to acquire and preserve the writings and ideas of Native North Americans by collecting the written word, art and 

other forms of expression by Native Americans and creating a research atmosphere that invites indigenous peoples to make the 

Sequoyah National Research Center the archival home for their creative work.  

 Jonathan Byrn comes to us from Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado, where he is a visiting in-

structor in the Native American and Indigenous Studies Department.  He received his Master’s Degree in his-
tory at Murray State University in Murray, Kentucky, where he wrote his thesis on the influence of Christian 
teaching on American Indian culture and religious revitalization movements.  Byrn is a Ph.D. candidate in 
American Indian Studies at the University of Arizona, where he lacks only completion of his dissertation.  His 
dissertation examines the topic “Native Nation Building in North America as a Semi-Secular Pan-Indigenous 
Revitalization Movement.” Byrn will be conducting his research primarily in the SNRC’s Indian removal col-
lections, focusing primarily on the Cherokee resources available in the Center. 
 Timothy Vasko is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Government at Cornell University.  He holds 
a Master’s Degree  in Political Science and Cultural, Social, and Political Thought from  the University of Vic-
toria, a Master’s Degree in Political Science from Johns Hopkins University, and a Master’s Degree in Gov-
ernment from Cornell University.  His dissertation topic is “’The Indigenous’ in the History of International 
Thought.”  He will conduct research primarily in the SNRC’s removal era resources, especially those related 
to Seminole, Muscogee (Creek), Choctaw and other tribes and their relationships with African descended 
peoples before their removal to the West. 
 Kathleen Washburn holds a Ph.D. in English from the University of California-Los Angeles and is cur-
rently an assistant professor in the Department of English Language and Literature at the University of New 
Mexico.  Washburn will build on her earlier research at the SNRC and elsewhere , which, she says, “brings 
together scholarship on modern Indian nations, print culture studies, and new literary histories for the ex-
panding canon of American literature.”  Her research on this visit to the Center will focus on the history of 
periodicals in Indian Territory and early Oklahoma as they relate to the fiction and nonfiction of Osage writer 
John Joseph Mathews.   
  The program encourages scholars to conduct research in the Center’s collections to support significant 
studies in a wide range of fields and subjects such as Indian removal from the Southeast, Native journalism 
and journalists, late 20th century and early 21st century tribal societies and economics, literary artists, enter-
tainment, and others.  Fellowships are intended to defray travel expenses and living expense while recipients 
are conducting research in the SNRC. 

2017/2018 Research Fellows Named 

Interns Gain Attention from Alaska 

 On March 30, the UA Little Rock Office of Communications published a story, “Scholarship Recipi-

ents get in touch with Native Heritage,” in the UA Little Rock Now e-newsletter that is circulated on cam-

pus. The story featured Stephanie Rabaduex and Heidi Davis, two Spring semester interns who were award-

ed the first James W. Parins Intern Scholarhips mentioned in the Winter 2017 Newsletter. The story fo-

cused on the interns’ work with the Jeanie Greene Heartbeat Alaska Film Collection and piqued the interest 

of many, including several in Alaska. It led to a radio story featur-

ing interviews with SNRC archivist Erin Fehr and intern Heidi 

Davis that aired on KCAW Raven Radio in Sitka, Alaska, on April 

7. The story was picked up by Alaska News Nightly, which is aired 

across the state, the following Wednesday, April 12. Since then the 

story has been shared on Facebook by Sealaska Heritage Institute, 

KTOO Radio, and Central Council Tlingit and Haida, just to name 

a few. We are very proud of the hard work our interns put into 

their projects and look forward to the progress on their cataloging 

this summer. If you would like to listen to the radio story by Emily         

Russell at KCAW, visit   http://ow.ly/6BUk30bxbe9. 
Heidi Davis, Spring 2017.  

Credit: Lonnie Timmons III. 

https://www.kcaw.org/2017/04/07/tlingit-haida-students-arkansas-help-archive-jeanie-greene-videos/
http://ow.ly/6BUk30bxbe9


 “The Great War” was a turning point in the history of the American Indian. Indians had served in every war 

in the history of America, but World War I was unlike any war before it because it was mechanized. The horse was 

replaced by armored vehicles with huge guns, and instead of lining up in a field as in military tradition, the opposing 

armies dug trenches for cover, dodging enemy fire, slowly moving forward across the space known as “no man’s land” 

between them and the enemy. In the trenches, white Americans, African-Americans 

and American Indians fought alongside each other.  

 Although the war had begun in 1914, the U. S. did not declare war until April 

1917 and join France and England in their war against Germany.  Because about half 

of America’s Indians were not citizens, many Americans questioned whether they 

could trust Indian loyalty, as some had questioned in the Spanish-American War.  

However, by early 1918 some 5,000  were serving in the Army and Navy. There were 

about 336,000 Indians, of whom 33,000 were males of military service age. By the 

summer of 1918 over 6,000 were enlisted, 85 percent of them volunteers. Some 

tribes, such as the Nebraska Winnebagos, embraced the war effort so much that they 

organized their own military companies.  The Onondagas drafted a declaration of war 

against Germany.  The Choctaws supplied at least 5,000 servicemen, more than any 

other tribe.  Some had previous military service.  For example, the all-Indian Compa-

ny L of the Oklahoma State Guard, led by Choctaw Captain Benjamin Davis Locke, 

had helped patrol the U.S.-Mexico Border War in 1916 when Pancho Villa was active 

and went on to serve in Europe. 

 Success in recruiting American Indians was due in large measure to the off-reservation boarding schools such 

as Carlisle, Haskell, and about twenty others.  In those schools, the boys had always been organized and drilled in 

military style units.  Thus the schools became recruiting stations.  By virtue of their military training, many Indians 

quickly became non-commissioned officers, some of whom rose through the ranks.   

 Although most American Indians served as ground troops, large numbers were assigned special duties.  They 

were Army engineers, such as Sergeant Kenneth A. Marmon, Laguna Pueblo, and Menominee John Peters, thought 

to be the first Indian killed in the war.  They were propagandists and correspondents like Cherokee John Oskison.  

Some were aviators, such as Osage John Joseph Mathews, who taught night flying, and Osage Clarence L. Tinker, 

who later became a general and was killed at the Battle of Midway in World War II.  Ben Dwight, Choctaw, was in in-

telligence, and Sergeant William B. Newell, Mohawk, served in Paris as the French interpreter for the general pur-

chasing agent for the American Expeditionary Force.  John Shecag, Bad River Ojibwe, served in the medical corp. 

 The most innovative tactic to come out of World War I was code talking.  In the trenches in France, it became 

apparent that the Germans had broken the Americans’ code and was intercepting their messages. A large number of 

Choctaws were in the trenches and were stationed along the battle line, sending and receiving messages in Choctaw.  

One was Joseph Oklahombi, who distinguished himself in other ways. At St. Etienne on October 8, 1918, he sur-

passed his duties as Code Talker when he and twenty-three members of his company crossed “No Man’s Land” to at-

tack a nearby enemy position. The group killed 79 and captured 171 Germans, seized enemy artillery, and tended to 

the wounded lying between the trenches. They then held their new position for four days despite being under fire. 

There were also code talkers from the Osage, Comanche, and other tribes. 

 Most of the nearly 12,000 American Indians who served in World War I enlisted in the Army; an estimated 

1,000 served in the Navy.  As with the Army, the Indian schools served as recruitment centers.  For example, 3 enlist-

ed from Vermillion Lake School, at least 100 from Carlisle, 32 from Phoenix, and 20 from Genoa. Perhaps the best 

known serviceman was Joseph J. Clark, Cherokee, the first American Indian to graduate from the U. S. Naval Acade-

my.  Graduating in 1917, he began his career as a naval officer aboard the USS North Carolina, and became known in 

World War II military history as Admiral Joseph “Jocko” Clark. 

 World War I was the first war in which American Indians were recognized for their service to the U.S.  Those 

who were not citizens of the nation were offered citizenship if they wished it.  Veterans had access to medical services 

at veterans’ hospitals that were built after the war.  As in this war, American Indians have volunteered for service in 

larger numbers, in proportion to their population, than any other identifiable segment of American society.   

 

(Excerpted from  American Indians & Alaska Natives in America’s Wars. Sequoyah National Research Center, 2015.) 

American Indians in World War I 

Joseph “Jocko” Clark 
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 SNRC has chose four American 

Indian/Alaska Native students to join 

us for the 8th year of our Native Stu-

dent Summer Internship Program. 

Three students are from UA Little Rock, 

a first for us. They are Heidi Davis 

(Tlingit/Haida), John Gillenwater 

(Quapaw), and Stephanie Rabaduex 

(Tlingit/Haida). Davis will be a senior 

double-majoring in Political Science 

and Criminal Justice. Gillenwater will 

be a senior with a major in English. Ra-

baduex will also be a senior in English 

with an emphasis in Creative Writing 

while minoring in Computer Science. 

All three UA Little Rock students in-

terned in the Center during the Spring 2017 semester. They will con-

tinue working on their projects this summer. The fourth intern is 

Desmond Hassing (Choctaw), who is a graduate student  in the The-

atre Department at San Diego State University.  

Interns Chosen for 8th Summer Program 

Stephanie Rabaduex,  Spring 2017.  

Credit: Lonnie Timmons III. 


