9th Senate Meeting of 2008-2009 Student Government Association 

Unapproved Minutes from November 19, 2008 
DSC Room Trojan Room
12 Noon 
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Vice President McColey at 12:09 pm. 
 Role Call of the Senators 
Senator Jay Jensen, Senator Peter Nguyen, Senator Ayodeji Odeniyi, Senator Simone Lewis, Senator Vinay Patel, Senator Nital Desai, Senator Mitesh Patel, Senator Mahreen Arshad, Senator Micheal Fascio, Senator Shuja Rayaz, Senator LaQuita Norris, Senator Justin Meeks, Senator Justin Roberson
Special Guests 
There were none present. 
 
Discussion and Approval of Minute of Previous Meeting
Previous minutes were to be read by each SGA member prior to this meeting. A motion to adopt the previous minutes was moved by Sen. Arshad and seconded by Sen. Fascio. There was no opposition to the previous minutes, and the previous minutes were approved by unanimous vote. 
Nominations/Swearing in New Members
There was no Nominations/Swearing in of New Members to be conducted.
Reading of the Correspondence of the Senate

There was no correspondence of the senate to be read. 
Executive Reports

President Lyn-Cook announced that he had made contact with Ms. Kristy about the directory. In the process now of working on pages for the front of the directory such as Month Sheets, Smoking Ban page, ect. He stated that he hopes to have it finalized by this Friday no later than Monday. He suggested that those planning to be in SGA in the future to help on the project in the event that SGA chooses to do the directory in the future. Vice President McColey said that was a good idea and it gives the senate a direct line with students who may have concerns about the campus.
Vice President McColey had no report at this time.

Chief of Staff Rayaz had no report at this time. 
Secretary Jones had no report at this time.

Committee Reports 
Standing Committees E.O.C and J.O.C. – There was no report at this time. 
Special Committees-Student of the Month and Smoking Committee

Student of the Month Committee – Sen. S. Rayaz stated that next month they would choose a student from the College of Business. 

Smoking Committee- Vice President McColey reported that the committee meeting will be held next Wednesday and he would arrange a time for the meeting. Sen. Fascio asked who is on the committee. Vice President McColey stated he would find the list and let him know. 
External Committees 
Sen. Jenson reported that during the Planning and Finance Committee meeting the Provost spoke about a 2.7 million dollar budget cut. It is thought to be a one time budget cut just for right now.
Dr. Austin stated that the student activity fee budget has not been cut in the past. Usually, the budget cuts are throughout the colleges and administrative units. 
Vice President McColey stated that in the future he would like to see an external committee meeting report template on the website as a formal way to report information back to the senate. 

Sen. V. Patel reported that during the Undergraduate Policy Committee meeting the Department of Accounting wanted to implement a 3 strike policy for a course that has been failed three times by a student. Sen. V. Patel said, personally, he was against it. He also mentioned that current university policy states you can take it as many time as you need. 

Sen. Lewis reported that the Book Store Committee’s last meeting would be next Friday. 

Unfinished Business
There was no unfinished business to be discussed.
New Business - Student of the Month Funding (S005-2008); Public Relations Committee (S006-2008); Pamphlets for SGA (S007-2008).

Senate Bill: Student of the Month Gift Cards (S005-2008) was introduced by Sen. V. Patel. Sen.V. Patel stated the bill was needed because the student of the month committee has been unable to provide students with their gift cards. The bill had no opposition and passed unanimously. 

Senate Bill: Public Relations Committee (S006-2008) was introduced by Sen. Lewis. Sen. Lewis stated that we are the voice of the student body and previous SGA Senates used it to increase voter turnout and student involvement. Sen. Meeks asked should it be a standing or special committee. President Lyn-Cook suggested not making it a standing committee due to amendment changes to the constitution that would have to be made. Instead, leave it to the incoming Senate to implement the committee as it sees fit. The bill passed with 12 vote’s yea and 1 abstention from Sen. Jenson. 
Senate Bill Pamphlets for SGA (S007-2008) was introduced by Sen. S. Rayaz. 
Sen. S. Rayaz stated that we need current and up-to-date pamphlets to provide as informational material to the campus. There was discussion on the floor regarding the SGA logo for the pamphlets. Dr. Austin suggested using the same logo that is on the SGA polo shirt and stressed the importance of a professional SGA pamphlet. The pamphlet should include particulars on how to get involved, how to join specifically, and how to become elected. Anything the SGA provides should be perfect because everyone has the opportunity to read it. President Lyn-Cook suggested that Sen. S. Rayaz work on this in conjunction with the Public Relations Committee because some of their funding can also be used toward the SGA pamphlets. There were no con speakers to the bill and it passed with unanimous vote.  
Announcements- New Polo Shirts, T-Shirt design, Sustainability Committee, Senator Committee meetings (Committee Report), SGA Winter Retreat
Sen. V. Patel announced that we should stay after the meeting to retrieve our SGA polo shirt. 

Also, money remaining from the t-shirt bill can also be used to create another t-shirt with a design. There would be no need for new legislation because the funding is already available. 

New Student Orientation is scheduled for Jan. 8, 2009. 

President Lyn-Cook stated the proposed date for the SGA Winter Retreat would be Jan. 9, 2008. Dr. Austin suggested everyone email their availability. Vice President McColey stated that it would be a day long trip. 

Vice President McColey spoke about the Sustainability Committee. Dr. Austin stated that she didn’t see how many people to appoint or whether they should come from student body or SGA. 

Vice President McColey announced the names of the Smoking Committee members. 

Dr. Austin wished everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving and drive carefully. 

President Lyn-Cook announced International Thanksgiving Day that will be held Nov. 24, 2008 please sign up if you want to attend. 

Vice President McColey announced an opportunity to volunteer with Donaghey Scholars at the Rice Depot.

Sen. Robinson announced Up All Night

A motion to adjourn was given by Sen. S. Rayaz and seconded by Sen. Robinson
The meeting was adjourned at 12:56pm. 
