2nd Senate Meeting of 2009-2010 Student Government Association
Approved Minutes from August 6, 2009
Room DSC G
2:00 P.M.  
The meeting was called to order by Vice President Nital Desai at 2:10 p.m. 

This was followed by role call of senators Simone Lewis, Malia Ford, Peter Nguyen, Omar Berumen, Shannon Williams, Autumn Marshall, Justin Meeks, and LaQuita Norris.

Not present: Ingrid Castillo, Michael Cena, Jennifer Stuthard, Sarah Mondet, Darius Toney, Michael Fascio, Shuja Rayaz, Justin Roberson  

There were no special guests.

Vice President Desai entertains the motion to approve the minutes from 1st Senate meeting.  Senator Justin Meeks moves and Senator Simone Lewis seconds.  Minutes were approved.  
Vice President Desai introduces the new secretary, Ashley Dreher.  

There was no Correspondence of the Senate to be read. 

Executive Reports 

Chief of Staff Vinay Patel discusses the SGA budget.  So far SGA has used $111.11 on office supplies.  Chief of Staff Patel and President Smith used money to purchase software for LED, nametags, and business cards from executive account.  Patel explains to senators how money for bills is allocated from Senate account.  The senate account started with $4500.  Since then they have purchased nametags and brochures.  $2250 has been allocated for community service project.  $300 was taken from judicial expenses and $200 for court’s meal.  Out of miscellaneous expenses SGA has purchased a table cloth with UALR logo, $1800 allocated for end-of-the-year banquet, hoodies for retreat, food and binders for retreat.  Patel lets senators know that they are welcome to view the budget that is located in his office.
Vice President Desai entertains the motion to approve the budget.  Senator Meeks moves and Senator Lewis seconds.  Budget is approved for 2009-2010 year. 
Chief Justice Norfolk talks about election on October 5th and 6th.  The elections are open for 5 new Members at Large, 1 Graduate School Senator, 2 Education Senator, and 1 College of Science and Math Senator.  

Committee Reports 

Vice President Desai encourages senators to respond to email concerning E.O.C. and J.O.C. 
President Smith speaks about External Committee.  He informs the senators of making the campus more green, better, and safer.  The committee is interested in getting various speakers to come to UALR to speak to students about sustainability committee.  President Smith also reports on what occurred at the Pandemic Planning Committee meeting.  The committee discussed what will happen if a pandemic, such as the swine flu, hits UALR.  At the second meeting they are going to talk about the flu season as it is quickly approaching. 
There was no unfinished business to report.  

New Business

New business consisted of Public Relations Committee S003-2009, Student of the Month S004-2009, and Big Event S005-2009.  Vice President Desai entertains motion to bring S003-2009 to the floor.  Senator Lewis moves and Senator Berumen seconds.  

Senator Lewis read Public Relations Committee bill.  Senator Lewis states that she thinks we need this committee because SGA need more awareness to the campus about student involvement and elections.  She gave the example 12,000 students and only 600 students voted during elections. Senator Meeks motions to table the bill and Senator Lewis seconds.  
Vice President Desai entertains to bring S004-2009 to floor.  Senator Meeks moves and Senator Lewis seconds.  Senator Meeks reads Student of the Month bill.  Senator Meeks stated this was a committee in previous years which awards students for their achievement on campus.  Senator Meeks mentioned there should be three senators on this committee voted by the senate body and there will be chair determined by the committee.  Senator Meeks stated there will be $500.00 allocated from the Senate expense account to award gift cards and update the plaques. Chief of Staff Patel wonders why no executive is put in charge as chair.  After much discussion of why an executive should be as a chair Senator Lewis motions to table the bill and Senator Meeks seconds.  

Vice President Desai entertains S005-2009, the Big Event bill.  Senator Ford moves and Senator Marshall seconds.  Senator Lewis reads the bill which includes details about how there is a fall semester big event and we need to promote the event.  So, there will be $1000 allocated from the Senate Expenses (Community Service) for this project. Vice President Desai entertains the motion to approve the bill.  Senator Lewis moves and Senator Meeks seconds.   There was a unanimous vote from the senators.  

Senator Meeks speaks about J.O.C. vacant seat and Vice President Desai calls it dilatory because there was not a full senate.       
Announcements
President Smith announces Reach 12,000 which is the fall big event where students at UALR are encouraged to bring 12,000 can foods or non-perishable items to be given to the Arkansas Food Bank until November 1, 2009.  So far we have 1,353 items that has been given from only nine donors.  President Smith also comments that UALR SGA is going to collaborate with UAPB SGA and Arkansas Baptist College SGA. Philander Smith College will be collaborating with UALR SGA for our spring event.  Vice President Desai mentions where boxes will be located around campus.  It is the senators and executives responsibility to make sure that the items are gathered and are brought to the SGA office.  Vice President Desai announced that she will need senators to help prepare boxes  on Thursday, August 13 at 1:00 p.m. Vice President Desai reminds senators that they are in charge of the boxes at their appointed colleges.  Dr. Austin also reminds senators that it is UALR initiative to talk to students.  She predicted that we can go over 12,000 and maintains the challenge of filling her office with the food items.  She wants to keep it internal.  Senator Ford agreed with Dr. Austin in keeping Reach 12,000 internal.  She mentioned receiving $1 to equal 2 cans.  Vice President Desai says that we have to fill out forms when dealing with money but we are looking at doing that every other Wednesday (when there are no senate meetings) in the DSC.   Vice President Desai talks about helping out at Arkansas Food Bank and asks who is available with suitable transportation such as a truck.  Senator Nguyen offers to help with transportation of food items.  Senator Ford wanted to get an advertisement on the UALR marquee located at one of the main entrance.  Vice President Desai said that they were in the process of getting advertisement out.  President Smith encourages all SGA members to get more students involved in this project and this is SGA’s project to work on and succeed with.  
Vice President Desai announced SGA Day on Wednesday, August 26, 2009 at 11 a.m.-2 p.m. in Ledbetter A & B.  Senators that can participate are encouraged to be there at 10 a.m. for set up.  It will be a meet and greet type event that will allow students to learn more about SGA and the colleges that are a part of it.  Pens, flashlights, hand sanitizer, hacky sacks, and wristbands have been purchased to promote SGA.  As well as cookies and lemonade will be served. At the end of the event there will be door prizes be given out by raffle tickets. These items will be given to students at the event.  Each senator will be designing a tri-fold board to exhibit what their college has to offer.  Vice President Desai told the senators that they had two and a half weeks to complete their boards.  They must show her their board by Friday, August 21, 2009 so Vice President Desai can approve them.  Chief of Staff Patel stated that there is a budget set aside for SGA Day and if the senators need to purchase an item for their board they can bring him the receipt and he will be able to reimburse them.  Vice President Desai announced that there will be a reward for the group that has the best-looking board.  

Vice President Desai announces Welcome Week.  It will be August 20-28 and Campus Life and UPC are sponsoring it. 

Chief of Staff Patel spoke about the events that are going to happen during Welcome Week.  There will be a carnival from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thursday, August 20.  The location is still to be announced.  Monday, August 24 will be a play fair at 7:00 p.m. in DSC A-C.  A comedian will be at UALR on Tuesday, August 25 in DSC A & B at 7:00 p.m.  Wednesday, August 26 is SGA Day.  Thursday, August 27 is casino night at 6:00 p.m. in DSC A-C.  Friday, August 28 there will be a drive-in movie in Lot 1.  They will be playing the new X-Men movie at 8:30 p.m.  Chief of Staff Patel talked to Collin about collecting cans on Friday and they talked about taking monetary donations when people are entering Lot 1.  Vice President Desai asked for volunteers for casino night, carnival, and play fair.  

Dr. Austin asks if any senators would be available to be at an interview for a possible new employee, Dr. Singnorello Monday at 2:00pm in housing.  She also suggested the SGA purchase a cassette recorder for the secretary.  

Vice President Desai announced Burgers at Bailey on August 27.  The burgers are free from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  They need senators to help and stand with a box for can food donations.  

 A motion to adjourn was entertained by Vice President Desai. Senator Lewis moves and Senator Ford seconds.  

Meeting closed at 3:26 p.m. 

