3rd Senate Meeting of 2009-2010 Student Government Association
Approved Minutes from September 2, 2009
Room DSC 201
12:00 P.M. 

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Nital Desai at 12:00 p.m. 

This was followed by role call of senators: Ingrid Castillo (late), Simone Lewis, Malia Ford (late), Peter Nguyen, Omar Berumen, Michael Cena, Shannon Williams, Autumn Marshall, Michael Fascio, and LaQuita Norris.

Not present: Sarah Mondet, Darius Toney, Justin Meeks, Shuja Rayaz

The special guests were Shaun Luke from the College of Engineering and Information Technology, Matthew Fascio, and Tawan Marshall from the College of Professional Studies. 

Vice President Desai entertains the motion to approve the minutes from 2nd senate meeting.  Senator Simone Lewis moves and Senator Michael Fascio seconds.  Minutes were approved. 

There were no nominations or swearing in new members. 

The SGA office received a newsletter about gathering and renewal about national Student Government Association.
Executive Reports  
Chief of Staff Vinay Patel discussed the SGA budget.  The budget has not changed.  SGA day stayed under budget.  The senate has $2,481 left in their budget. 

Committee Reports
Vice President Desai informed the senate that there is on position open on EOC and JOC.  No one was interested in EOC when Vice President Desai asked.  Senator Malia Ford asked about EOC and is interested in becoming a part of it.  Senator Ford was the only candidate Vice President Desai congratulated her as a part of EOC without voting.  

Vice President Desai asked if anyone was interested in JOC.  Senator Lewis and Senator Omar Berumen are interested in JOC.  Vice President Desai asked them to speak on their reasons for wanting to be a part of JOC.  Senator Berumen declined his nomination.  Senator Lewis explained how she wanted to be a part of JOC and that she was very knowledgeable about the subject.  Vice President Desai started the voting.  Nine were in favor and no one opposed.  Vice President Desai congratulated Senator Lewis for being voted the JOC position.  

There was no external committee information to report. 

Unfinished Business
Unfinished business consisted of Public Relations Committee S003-2009 and Student of the Month S004-2009.  Vice President Desai entertained the motion to bring S003-2009 off the table.  Senator Lewis moved and Senator Fascio seconds.  Senator Lewis explained the bill.  Vice President Desai asked if there were any comments or questions.  Nine were in favor and no one opposed.  Vice President Desai passed Public Relations Committee S003-2009 and passed a sheet for those to sign if they were interested in being a part of it.  

Vice President Desai entertained S004-2009.  Senator Fascio motioned and Senator Nguyen seconds.  Senator Berumen spoke about the bill and explained that it was a continuation.  He yielded his time.  Chief of Staff Patel had discretion against the bill because there was no executive member in charge of the Student of the Month Committee.  He encouraged the senators to vote no and rewrite the bill.  
Senator Fascio argued that Student of the Month was done late at times last year and if it is approved this year’s committee should be prepared.  Senator Lewis asked if it was necessary to pass at this meeting.  Vice President Desai said that it was important for it to be passed at this meeting because it was almost the end of September and a student needed to be chosen for that month.  Senator Lewis moves to amend S004-2009 with one executive as chair and two senators that have been nominated.  Senator Fascio asked if it would be better if the senate picked the chair.  Vice President Desai required Senator Fascio and Senator Lewis to write two amendments and the senate will vote on which they prefer.  Vice President Desai read aloud Amendment I.  It stated that one executive would be appointed as chair by the executives.  The two senators would be nominated and the simple majority vote of the entire senate body will decide who will become the members of the committee.
Vice President Desai read Amendment II.  It stated that there would be two senators and one executive member as chair on the committee.  The senators and executive member will be elected by simply majority vote of the entire senate body.  Vice President Desai entertained the motion to vote for Amendment I.  Senator Lewis motioned and Senator Berumen seconds.  Two were in favor and eight opposed.  Vice President Desai stated that Amendment I did not pass.  Vice President Desai entertained the motion to vote for Amendment II.  Senator Fascio motioned and Senator Lewis seconds.  Nine were in favor and one opposed.  Vice President Desai stated that Amendment II has been passed.  
With the Amendment II in place S004-2009 was voted on by the senate with a vote of 8 in favor 2 opposed.   

New Business
Vice President Desai entertained the motion for open nomination for Student of the Month Committee.  Senator Fascio moved and Senator Lewis seconds.  Senator Shannon Williams nominated Senator Lewis.  Senator Fascio nominated himself.  Senator Lewis nominated Senator Williams.  Senator Fascio withdrew his nomination.  Senator Williams nominated Senator Peter Nguyen.  Chief of Staff Patel nominated himself as executive chair.  Vice President Desai closed the nominations and goes through the voting procedure.  Senator Williams declined his nomination.  Vice President Desai congratulated Senator Nguyen, Senator Lewis, and Chief of Staff Patel for being elected as members of the Student of the Month committee.  

Announcements
Vice President Desai reminded the senators to check their boxes in their designated buildings for “Reach 12,000.”  They should also write the numbers of items collected on the board.  She expressed the support given to SGA from the Chancellor and his staff.  They have their own personal goal of raising 5,000 items.  The Pikes have a personal goal of 1,000 items and have already collected 200 items.  Vice President Desai encouraged the senators that are involved in Greek life to make personal goals within their fraternity.  She also told the senators to make sure that the A-frame signs are picked up and able to see.  President Smith stated that we have to reach the goal by November 1.  
Vice President Desai commented on the awesome job that everyone did at SGA Day.  One hundred students visited the event and spoke about how informative it was.  Vice President Desai announced the winners of the boards and explained the rubric she used for grading them.  The winners were Senator Lewis and Senator Castillo from the College of Arts & Humanities.  They each received a gift card to Barnes & Noble.  

Vice President Desai told the senators that a table would be set up in the Diamond Café for “Reach 12,000.”  Each senator should sign up for a day to sit at the table and give information and accept monetary donations for “Reach 12,000.”  Volunteer hours in the Diamond Café will be on every off Wednesday (September 9, September 24, October 7, and October 21) from 12 p.m.-1p.m.  

Vice President Desai spoke about Constitution Day on September 17 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  She talked with Dr. Hampton and instead of doing an entrance fee of $2 each person can bring a can or $2.  The cans will go to SGA.  September 9 is the service fair at UALR.  There will be thirty organizations that have volunteer opportunities.  Vice President Desai encouraged each senator to go and try to get involved in an organization.  

Vice President Desai told the senators that their sweatshirts from the retreat were in and they could pick them up at the Chief of Staff’s office.  

Dr. Austin spoke about Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15-October 15).  She said to check the website for anything on campus life.  She encouraged the senators and executives to go to the functions at UALR and represent SGA because other students are encouraged by involvement.  She also mentioned that the can drive is being talked about all over campus.  The campus expects a success.  She encouraged all to participate in “Reach 12,000.”  It is important to represent SGA by wearing the sweatshirt or nametag.  

Senator Lewis asked if Senator Nguyen, Senator Fascio, and Senator Williams would stay after to discuss the Public Relations Committee.  

President Smith encouraged everyone to be mindful of the swine flu and take precautions to prevent it.  He told everyone to use hand sanitizer and wash their hands.  Dr. Austin told everyone to get to the doctor quick and get Tamiflu if you think you are getting flu-like symptoms.  

A motion to adjourn was entertained by Senator Fascio. Senator Marshall and Senator Norris seconds.  

Meeting closed at 12:41 p.m.  

