4th Senate Meeting of 2009-2010 Student Government Association

Approved Minutes from September 16, 2009

Room 201

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Nital Desai at 12:00 p.m. 

This was followed by the role call of senators: Simone Lewis, Malia Ford, Peter Nguyen, Omar Berumen, Shannon Williams, Michael Fascio, LaQuita Norris, and Darius Toney
Not present: Ingrid Castillo, Michael Cena, Autumn Marshall, Sarah Mondet, Justin Meeks, Shuja Rayaz
The special guests were freshman, Jason Collins; freshman, Robert Blount; College of Business, Justin Roberson.  

Vice President Desai entertains the motion to approve the minutes from 3rd Senate meeting.  Senator Fascio moves and Senator Lewis seconds.  Minutes were approved. 

The correspondence was a coupon to receive 10% off of Firestone tires. 

Executive Reports

There were no executive reports. 

Committee Reports
Senator Lewis speaks about the Student of the Month committee.  They chose a student, Marof and he was awarded his gift card and parking spot for the month of September. 

Senator Fascio spoke about the Public Relations Committee.  He showed the senators the thermometer that was going to be used for showing the amount of can collected until November 1.  He showed the SGA pointer that would move up and down on the side that would show the amount collected.  He said that they were going to laminate the poster.  Senator Norris asked if it was going to be the size he was showing.  Senator Fascio stated that it would be the size of the door entering the office.  President Chris Smith said that it was about five feet tall.  Senator Fascio concludes that it will be about six feet tall.  He also said that the committee was going to meet on Friday, September 18 to make election banners.  
Vice President Desai asked if Senator Lewis would like to speak about the Undergraduate Council.  Senator Lewis said that they talked about the procedure of UPC, creating a major for dance and journalism, and discussed the curriculum for computer science major.  She said they were meeting again on the following Tuesday.  

Business

There was no unfinished or new business to be discussed. 
Announcements
Vice President Desai reminded senators to check the boxes at their colleges.  She said that it was a short time and a big goal to reach.  She informed the senators about the raffle tickets that SGA will be selling in order to get money to buy more cans.  The raffle tickets are $1 for 1 or $5 for 6 tickets.  She said that there are lots of different prizes such as a Wii, two iPod touch, digital camera, x-box 360, two $100 gift cards.  She told them that the money would be used to buy can foods for the drive.  Senators are required to sell thirty tickets but they can sell more.  Chief of Staff Vinay Patel will collect the money at one o’clock on Fridays so he can keep it in the budget and if you have no money please let him know you are not coming.  The tickets must include the person’s name, phone number, T number, and they must circle the prize they want.  She also said that Dr. Austin would be drawing the tickets to keep it fair.  The deadline is October 30.  Senators can also be in the raffle.  Senator Ford asked how SGA will acquire the prizes.  Vice President Desai said that the money for the prizes will come out of the executive account.  Senator Ford also asked what the limit will be for tickets sold.  Vice President Desai said that we will sell as many as we can because it is for a good cause.  President Smith said “There is an unlimited amount of tickets.  All of the money is going to buy food items.  There is no limit.  Our responsibility is to reach 12,000.”  Senator Ford wanted to know how much was being spent on prizes.  President Smith said that it will add up because we are selling tickets for the items.  Chief Justice Nick Norfolk suggested that since $1500 was spent on prizes then that much must be sold in tickets to break even.  Senator Ford suggested that we should spread out our resources and not gamble.  Senator Ford spoke about the raffle tickets again.  She wanted to know when the senators approved the revenue and why the executives do not want to talk about it.  Senator Fascio said that the senators do not have to know anything because it came out of the executive account.  The executives control the account and have money to spend on fundraisers.  President Smith stated that basically the money is all going to on good cause and the more prizes there because trying to give student an incentive.  

Vice President Desai told the senators that she will be getting them folders to put their money and tickets in.  She told them to make sure they keep track of their tickets and money.  She also reminded all of the senators that they need to look on the bulletin board to see when they are supposed to be volunteering at the Diamond Café.  

Vice President Desai reminded everyone about Constitution Day and encourages everyone to come and volunteer.  She told everyone about Hispanic Heritage Month and asked everyone to try to attend events at UALR.  She wants the organizations to know the student body supports them.  

Vice President Desai told everyone to clean up the office area.  People have been leaving food out and not shutting the storage room door.  
Nick Norfolk reminded the senators that orientation was Tuesday, September 22 at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesday, September 23 at 1:30 p.m.  He said that elections were being held October 5th and 6th.  

Dr. Austin encouraged candidates to look at their packets and know the information before they attend the orientation.  She asked how many senators were willing to sale 150 raffle tickets.  Most senators said that they would try.  She explained that the university already thinks that “Reach 12,000” is a success and we cannot disappoint them. Dr. Austin offered meal plans to the senator that sold the most tickets.  
Senator Ford said that she would be more interested if she felt like she was welcome and not enforced by the executives to participate.  She said that she was offended by President Smith.

Dr. Austin encouraged honest comments and ideas from the rest of the senators.  

Some senators said that they had ideas.  Vice President Desai said that no one has talked to any of the executives about any ideas and no one has taken charge either.  

Senator Toney suggested posting flyers, setting up table at East Hall and trying to sell tickets there.  

Dr. Austin explained to the senators that the executives are in charge.  They are in a “time crunch” and they had to do something.  Senator Ford argued that it was not an open discussion.  Dr. Austin stated it was told at the retreat and no discussion was made there.  Also she stated that now since everybody feels better about honestly stating their comments they need to put what has been aside and to be worked on a after this project but to now make Reach 12,000 successful.  
Chief Justice Norfolk asked the senators if they would feel better if the executives brought it to the meeting.  The senators all agreed. 

Dr. Austin said that the departments are challenging each other with who can bring the most cans.  She said that she had never seen this type of interaction on campus.  She said that our university if looking great! 
Vice President Desai said, “We need help from the senators!” 

Senator Fascio said that everyone on campus knows about “Reach 12,000.”  

Senator Ford has to leave and thanks Dr. Austin. 

Senator Toney suggested going to a car wash and accepting donations. Senator Norris told everyone that her delta sorority was doing a car wash and the customers could bring a can to the car wash.  

President Smith said that he takes responsibility.  He apologized to the senators for not asking their opinion and he wants to get SGA out there.  He apologized for not getting input from the senators.  He told the senators to come the executives with their ideas from now on.  

Senator Nguyen excused himself to leave. 
A motion to adjourn was entertained by Vice President Desai.  Senator Lewis moves and Senator Fascio seconds. 

Meeting closed at 12:55 p.m. 

