 7th Senate Meeting of 2009-2010 Student Government Association
Approved Minutes from October 14, 2009
Room DSC D

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Desai at 12:00 p.m. 

This was followed by the role call of senators: Senator Lewis, Senator Ford, Senator Nguyen, Senator Berumen, Senator Williams, Senator Fascio, Senator Toney, Senator Cena, and Senator Marshall, Senator Norris, Senator Trimble, Senator Zafar, Senator Mohsin, Senator AlJumaiee, and Senator Lloyd
Not present: Senator Castillo, Senator Mondet, Senator Karugarama
Special guests: Dr. Donaldson, Vice Chancellor of Educational and Student Services 

Vice President Desai entertains the motion to approve the minutes from the 6th Senate meeting.  Senator Lewis moves and Senator AlJumaiee seconds.  There were 15 votes for and none against.  Minutes were approved.  

Vice President Desai announced that the senate needed to elect a President Pro Tempore.  Senator Williams asked if it was just President Pro Tempore or all vacancies.  Vice President Desai answered that it was just President Pro Tempore.  Vice President Desai opened the floor for nominations.  Fascio moves to open and Zafar seconds.  Senator Fascio nominated Senator Lewis.  Vice President Desai accepted the nomination and moved to accept nominations.  Senator Fascio moves to close debate and Senator Mohsin seconds.  Senator Lewis explained why she qualifies for President Pro Tempore.  Senator Berumen asked about how long the term would be.  Vice President Desai said that now until May 1.  Fascio moves for voting.  There were 15 votes for and 0 against.  Vice President Desai congratulated and announced Senator Lewis as President Pro Tempore.  

There was no correspondence.    

Executive Reports
There were no executive reports. . 

Committee Reports

Senator Lewis talked about the Student of the Month Committee.  They met on October 2 and chose the student of the month, Marissa whom opted not to take the parking spot but decided to receive the gift card.  The next meeting has not been set yet.  Senator Lewis also spoke about the Public Relations Committee.  They also met on October 2 to create the SGA board thermometer that is posted by the Ledbetter Rooms.  She said that they also talked about creating a SGA flag.  Senator Toney asked when the thermometer is updated.  Vice President Desai said that it was updated every Friday.  President Smith said that SGA will be up to 8,000 items by the end of the week.  
Senator Lewis said that the Undergraduate Council met on September 23 and October 7.  They were voting on the professional studies course on October 14.  Susan Hoffpeir spoke to the council.  

External Business

There was no external business.  
Unfinished Business

There was no unfinished business.
New Business
New business consisted of Nametags for new members S006-2009.  Vice President Desai entertains motion to bring S006-2009 to the floor.  Senator Lewis moves and Senator Berumen seconds.  

Chief of Staff Patel speaks about S006 bill Nametags.  This bill was proposed to buy nametags for the new senators.  There will be a total of $180 for nametags.  There is extra money for graduate seat.  Vice President Desai entertains motion to close debate.  Senator Fascio moves and Senator Ford seconds.  15 voted yes and 0 voted no S006-2009 bill passes.  
Announcements
Vice President Desai gave a special thanks to everyone who went to neighborhoods in Little Rock and collected cans and donations.  They collected 600 cans and $110 in donations.  This event put the total close to 8,000 items.  
Vice President Desai announced that next week SGA will hand out bags at the dorms.  President Chris said that this will probably happen on Tuesday or Wednesday evening.  HAC has an activity with council and will work with students to pass out bags.  President Smith told the senators to check their email regularly for information regarding passing out the bags.  

Vice President Desai reminded the senators that Campus Sustainability Day was on October 21.  She said for the senators to talk to her after the meeting if they were interested in volunteering.  Vice President Desai announced that BBSA and UPC were holding an activity day with games on Wednesday, October 14 from 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.  Senator Ford asked if the event was free.  Vice President Desai said that the entry fee is either $1 or 2 cans.  

Senator AlJumaiee told the senators that Dr. Johnson, a speech professor, was giving her classes extra points if they brought a can for Reach 12,000.  

Vice President Desai announced that there is a volleyball game Friday, October 16, and they need volunteers to sell raffle tickets.  
Vice President Desai introduced Dr. Donaldson, Vice Chancellor of Educational and Student Services.  Dr. Donaldson spoke about several new additions that are going to take place on campus in a few years.  A new honors residential complex will hopefully be built by Fall 2010.  The housing complex will hold 400 beds and all the students living there will be scholarship students.  He said that the complex will be filled with technology and have more study spaces.  The housing complex will also have a cafeteria available to students in all housing at UALR.  Dr. Donaldson said that this is exciting because it will increase the campus population to about 1,000 students.  The housing complex will be built in front of the Commons building.

Another new addition to UALR campus is the One Stop Student Center.  Dr. Donaldson said that this was being created to reduce the hassle of going to ten or eleven different offices.  All services will be in one building.  Dr. Donaldson said that it has been approved and the building will cost between $11 million and $14 million.  There will also be a small auditorium that seats 200 people. 

The third new addition is an Athletic and Intramural Complex.  The complex will be behind the Coleman properties on the eleven acres that the Coleman family gave to UALR a few years ago.  Dr. Donaldson said that they asked for $10 million but it was not approved.  He said that they were partnering with the athletic program.  The complex will be a $4-$5 million facility.  Dr. Donaldson said that the increased enrollment will pay for the athletic facility; the fees will not be raised. 
Dr. Donaldson opened the floor for questions.  Senator Norris asked if the students who are already honor students and live in the dorms will be able to move to the new complex once it is built.  Dr. Donaldson said that he hoped so.  He did know that the Cyber Scholars will want to move over to the new complex.  He said that he would hope anyone but he will have to work it out with whoever is in charge.  Senator Mohsin asked if he knew the fees for the new honors building.  Dr. Donaldson said that he did not know yet and he would try to keep it close to the current amount.  Senator Zafar asked when the athletic building will be finished.  Dr. Donaldson said that it would take 10-18 months to complete because they have to go through the process.  They will identify 3 architects and the board of trustees will choose.  He said that ideally Fall 2010 for housing and athletic building.  Senator Ford asked what kind of stadium will be in the athletic complex.  Dr. Donaldson said that he is not sure of all that will be in it but he thinks maybe a soccer field, tennis courts, and offices for coaches.  Senator Lloyd asked if Dr. Donaldson was open for suggestions.  Dr. Donaldson said that he is always open to suggestions.  Senator AlJumaiee asked if the staff would be better at the One Stop Student Center.  Dr. Donaldson said that he would hope that all of the staff provides proper care to the students.  He said that they provide training for the staff.  He also said that the One Stop Student Center will be a State of the Art facility with touch screens.  Senator Ford thanked Dr. Donaldson for coming to speak and explain the new additions to the senate.  Dr. Donaldson said that the challenge remained for Reach 12,000.  
Dr. Austin reminded the senators about Campus Sustainability Day.  She said that she needed volunteers at 8 a.m. to help with the Green Jobs Fair.  She said that the volunteers could leave at 11:30 a.m. Senator Lewis and Senator Berumen said that could volunteer until class at 9 a.m.  Vice President Desai thanked Dr. Austin.

Vice President Desai entertains the motion to adjourn.  Senator Zafar moves and Senator AlJumaiee seconds.  

Meeting closed at 12:41 p.m.  
