
What’s Best for My Child? 
Comparing Advanced Placement, Dual Enrollment and Honors 

 

 
 
Parents face the constant question of how to help their high school students decide whether to take 
Advanced Placement®, dual enrollment, honors or other types of courses. The National Math and 
Science Initiative believes AP® courses offer the best preparation, regardless of a student’s post-high 
school aspirations. We base this on two key factors: 

College and Career Readiness 

AP  The College Board reviews locally produced curriculum for each AP course to 
validate that it will provide the knowledge and skills, including critical thinking, 
collaboration and problem solving, needed for success. Teachers must have 
additional training to lead AP courses. 

Dual 
Enrollment 

A local school district and its partner institution determine whether a course 
qualifies for credit at both institutions. Teacher training varies. 

Honors Local school districts determine the qualifications for honors courses. Teacher 
training varies. 

College Credit 

AP  Students who score a 3 or higher on the AP exams’ five-point scale are eligible for 
course credit at most colleges and universities.  

Dual 
Enrollment  

Students who complete a dual enrollment course earn credit at the partner college and 
at some in-state colleges and universities. Rarely does the credit transfer to private or 
out of state colleges.  

Honors There is no standard college credit program for honors courses. 

 

 

 



The Proof is in the Results 

 

 

 
 
Students who score a 3 or higher on AP exams are more likely to graduate college in four years at a 
higher rate than their peers and students who score a 2 or lower on the exam graduate on time at a 
higher rate than students who take dual enrollment courses through their high schools’ partnerships 
two-year colleges. 
 

Your School Has Extraordinary Support for AP Students 
Through the Arkansas Math and Science Initiative, your AP math, science, computer science and 
English teachers get extra training and year-round support to ensure that they can empower to succeed 
in courses independently assessed to provide college-level learning. 
 
Summer AP Prep Boor Camps, Online Zoom Recordings, and Saturday Preparation Sessions allow 
students to get extra preparation and study time with expert AP teachers. 

 

Additional Considerations 
 The fastest growing jobs require STEM knowledge, and the skills developed through STEM 

education are universal. 

 AR AIMS schools see their number of AP scores of 3 and higher increase faster than the national 
average, particularly among African American, Latino and female students. 

 
Learn more at  www.ualr.edu/aaims   nms.org/ap4students 

Slharrison2@ualr.edu         ghabernathy@ualr.edu  
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