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ACADEMIC PROGRAM ASSESSMENT ANNUAL REPORT 
This form was designed to assist programs in writing a complete assessment annual report according to current good 
practices that apply to all disciplines. For purposes of demonstrating growth in program assessment practices to HLC, all 
programs are asked to submit what assessment work they have done, regardless of whether or not they are able to answer 
all questions on this form. The deadline for submitting this form to the Provost’s Office (Upload Link) and your College 
Dean’s Office is May 15. The Provost's Office will upload your assessment annual report to the Assessment Central 
website.  
 
Academic Program Anthropology 
Data Collection Period Spring 2017-Spring 2018 
Report Contact Krista Lewis 
Date Submitted to College Dean’s Office May 15, 2018 

 
A. Academic Program Overview 

 
1. Is your program covered by SKIM legislation? Yes  No  

Refer to the Guide for a list of SKIM-legislated programs.  
 

2. Academic Program Mission  
Your program’s student learning outcomes should tie to your mission. Please state your department’s or program’s 
mission. 
 

The mission of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology is to provide high-quality 
programs of teaching, research, scholarship, and service within the disciplines of sociology 
and anthropology, thereby contributing to the advancement of the larger missions of the 
College of Social Science and Communication and the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.  
The department draws on the diverse strengths and expertise of a highly dedicated faculty, 
with Ph.D. degrees from prestigious and nationally recognized universities throughout the 
nation.  As indicated in our strategic planning document, our core values include a 
commitment to the following: 
 
• Multicultural diversity. 
• Academic Freedom. 
• Respect for the intellectual diversity of faculty and students. 
• A work environment characterized by mutual respect, trust, and collegiality. 
• Excellence in teaching through high quality instruction. 
• Respect for and commitment to student needs and success. 
• Excellence in research and scholarship through presentations at regional, national, 
and international forums, publication in respected venues, and high quality primary 
research 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/rGl06dsJwxphW2Re2
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3. Student Learning Outcomes for Academic Program 
List all student learning outcomes (“At the end of this program, students will be able to…”) for the academic program 
identified above, and—if your program is covered by SKIM—identify any current outcomes that map to SKIM outcomes. 
If you prefer to provide the list as an appendix, type “See appendix” in box below and attach appendix to this report. For 
guidance in writing measurable student learning outcomes and for a list of SKIM outcomes, please see the GUIDE. 
 

 By graduation, Anthropology majors will be able to 
1) do anthropology: raise anthropological questions, develop strategies to find answers, 
gather data, contextualize knowledge, and analyze results. 
2) Apply anthropological theory and knowledge to develop informed decisions, claims, 
and/or conclusions 
3) be comfortable with and knowledgeable of the guiding concepts of the discipline, 
including mechanisms and processes of evolution, implications and explanations of 
biological and cultural diversity, dynamics of cultural change, and rejection of 
ethnocentrism. 
4) present ideas coherently and effectively in written and spoken form, appropriately using 
the vocabulary, concepts, and cognitive skills of the discipline of anthropology. 
5) be engaged with the community/world by using their anthropological background to act 
responsibly and ethically in an increasingly complex world. 
 
 

 
B. Reflecting on Last Year’s Improvement Plans and Communication 

 
1. Continuous Improvement Initiatives Based on Results from Last Year’s Report 

Describe actions taken based on results from your last assessment report (For example, what aspects of the curriculum or 
student support were revised, developed, or maintained? Did you adjust assessment methods, change learning objectives 
or revise target achievement levels? If you received feedback from your college assessment committee, how did you 
incorporate it?) 
 

 
We did not identify any areas of major concern based on last year's assessment process and 
as a result did not implement any major revisions to our courses as a result.  Encouraged by 
our success, we will contine to emphasize hands-on applied knowledge and research 
experience opportunities in keeping with the commitment to do so that we made a number 
of years ago.  We attribute the overall high performance of our graduates to this program-
wide practice as well as our strong commitments to mentorship and quality teaching.  
 
Due to the implmentation of SKIM, we amended LO 2 to more clearly map to SKIM Critical 
Thinking and edited the wording of Goals Project #3 prompt to better reflect the aim of the 
exercise. 
 
Also, due to the new assessment reporting forms as well as adding SKIM to the assessment 
plan we have moved from a model of assessing and reporting on all Anthropology Learning 
Outcomes every year to a 4 year cycle (see the 2018 Assessment Plan for details.) 
 

 
 

2. Involvement/Communication with Program Stakeholders Based on Results from Last Year’s Report 
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All program assessment reports are posted on college websites. Beyond posting, did you communicate your results with 
your program’s stakeholders? If so, how, and what feedback did you receive (if any)? (The Guide includes more 
information on communicating assessment results and involving stakeholders in assessment analysis and results.) 
 

 
Feedback from the college assessment committee last year encouraged us to be clearer 
about how we inform and involve stakeholders.  This year, we conducted an alumni survey 
with a question that specificially addressed our Anthropology Learning Outcomes (see 
below).    
 

 
C. Current Year’s Assessment Report 

 
1. Student Learning Outcome(s) Assessed for This Report 

List which specific outcomes are assessed in this report, including any SKIM outcomes. If these map to the SKIM 
outcomes, please indicate which ones. Refer to the Guide or ualr.edu/assessment/skim/ or the GUIDE for a list of SKIM 
outcomes and a schedule of SKIM assessment. 
 

 
LO 4 - present ideas coherently and effectively in written and spoken form, appropriately 
using the vocabulary, concepts, and cognitive skills of the discipline of anthropology. 
 
SKIM - Written Communication (maps to LO 4) 
 
LO 3 (Part A, for the Cultural Anthropology subfield only) - be comfortable with and 
knowledgeable of the guiding concepts of the discipline, including mechanisms and 
processes of evolution, implications and explanations of biological and cultural diversity, 
dynamics of cultural change, and rejection of ethnocentrism. 
 
 
 

 
2. Assessment Methods and Results for Student Learning Outcomes Assessed This Year 

Identify and briefly describe method or methods used for each learning outcome assessed and identify the location where 
the data are stored. Identify the target achievement level for each learning outcome and describe the assessment results. 
See list of common assessment methods in the Guide for reference. 
 

Student Learning Outcome: LO 4 -  present ideas coherently and effectively in written and 
spoken form, appropriately using the vocabulary, concepts, and cognitive skills of the 
discipline of anthropology.  
 
If this outcome maps to SKIM, indicate which SKIM outcome: Written Communication 
 
Methods Goals Project #3 assigned in the anthropology capstone class, Senior 

Seminar in Holism - students write a take home essay with the 
following prompt (prompt updated in 2018 from previous years' 
version):  
Analyze the provided news articles using anthropological theory 
and knowledge. Make a claim, argument, or conclusion about the 
issues addressed by the articles backed up with anthropological 
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thinking (think about the issues raised by the articles we have read 
for class).   
 
Assessed with two rubrics, one for Anthropological content, one for 
mastery of written communication.  Both rubrics are used to score 
artifacts independently by two faculty raters. 
 
Data used for this LO in this assessment report is generated from 
artifacts collected during the Spring 2018 Senior Seminar in Holism 
class. 
 
 

Data Repository Anthropology Program Google Team Drive and Blackboard 
 

Target Achievement / 
Benchmark 

For writing, we aim for our students to score at least an average of 3 
across all categories of the Written Communication VALUE Rubric. 
  
 

Results See Appendix 
 

 
 
 

Student Learning Outcome: LO 3 (Part A, for the Cultural Anthropology subfield only) - be 
comfortable with and knowledgeable of the guiding concepts of the discipline, including 
mechanisms and processes of evolution, implications and explanations of biological and 
cultural diversity, dynamics of cultural change, and rejection of ethnocentrism. 
 
If this outcome maps to SKIM, indicate which SKIM outcome: Click to Select Goal 
 
Methods In class Essay Quiz #1 (Cultural Anthropology) in the anthropology 

capstone class, Senior Seminar in Holism. 
 
Quizzes are scored by faculty with expertise in the appropriate 
subdiscpline.    
 
Data used for this LO in this assessment report is generated from 
artifacts collected during the Spring 2017 and Spring 2018 Senior 
Seminar in Holism classes.  
 

Data Repository Anthropology Program Google Team Drive and Blackboard 
 

Target Achievement / 
Benchmark 

Quizzes are scored on a 1-10 scale.  We aim for each student to 
make a minimum score of at least a 7.  
 

Results See Appendix 
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Student Learning Outcome: N/A 
 
If this outcome maps to SKIM, indicate which SKIM outcome: Click to Select Goal 
 
Methods       

 
Data Repository       

 
Target Achievement / 
Benchmark 

      
 

Results       
 

 
3. Action Plan Based on Assessment Results for This Year’s Report 

Describe conclusions drawn from assessment results and any plans for improvement. For example, what aspects of the 
curriculum will be revised, developed, or maintained? Will assessment methods be adjusted? Will learning objectives or 
benchmarks be revised? 
 

 
The results of our assessment this year of learning objectives 4 and 3a were positive.  
Generally, we are pleased with our students' level of understanding of cultural 
anthropology and their overall writing skills.  The only minor weakness identified using the 
writing rubric is in the area of control of syntax and mechanics.  We plan to emphasize 
drafting and editing techniques in courses across our curriculum in the upcoming year.  
 
As discussed in the Assessment Plan, the Anthropology faculty regularly discuss 
assessment and improvement of the major at faculty meetings throughout the year.  We 
will share this assessment report with all faculty at faculty meetings beginning in early fall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Communication to Stakeholders 

All program assessment reports are posted on college websites. Beyond posting, will you communicate or have you 
communicated your results with your program’s stakeholders? If so, how, and what feedback did you receive (if any)? 
(The Guide includes more information on communicating assessment results and involving stakeholders in assessment 
analysis and results.) 
 

 
We consider our primary stakeholders to be the students themselves.  One way in which 
students learn about and participate directly in our assessment process is through a focus 
group which takes place at the end of our senior capstone class in which we discuss 
strengths and weaknesses of the program and solicit student feedback on what worked 
best for them and what we can improve.  We plan to share the results of this year's 
assessment with the senior seminar students in Spring 2019. 
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In 2017, we conducted an Alumni survey which included questions about how well we met 
the goals of the program and how well the program prepared them for their lives after 
graduation. See Apendix for responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

5. Faculty Involvement 
For the assessment roles and activities listed below, indicate what percentage of the program’s faculty members were 
involved in the roles listed below. (This information is requested for reporting to HLC and will not be used for purposes 
of evaluating faculty workload.)  
 
 Creating assessment plan    91-100% 
  

Learning activity design   91-100% 
  

Rubric design     61-75% 
  

Rubric norming    46-60% 
  

Evaluating learning activities   46-60% 
  

Analyzing data      46-60% 
  

Developing improvement plans  91-100% 
  

Communication with stakeholders  91-100% 
  

Other (please describe below)   Click to select Tier 
  

Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

6. Future Professional Development 
Are there any areas of assessment, continuous improvement and/or communication with stakeholders in which 
you would like to have professional development in the coming year? 
 

 
Lewis plans to attend an American Anthropological Association Department Leadership 
training in Washington, DC in June 2018 the agenda for which includes a strong focus on 
assessment and stakeholder relationships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Appendix, Anthropology Assessment Report 2018 

 

 

Section C2: 

 

Anthropology Learning Outcome 4 / SKIM writing assessment 

Student: 
Goals 
project 3, 
spring 
2018 

Context 
and 
Purpose for 
Writing 

Content 
Develop-
ment 

Genre and 
Disciplinary 
conven-
tions 

Sources 
and 
Evidence 

Control of 
Syntax and 
Mechanics 

Average 
per student 

1 4 4 4 4 4 4 
2 4 4 4 4 4 4 
3 3 4 3 3 3 3.2 
4 4 4 4 4 3 3.8 
5 4 4 4 3 4 3.8 
6 4 4 3 4 3 3.6 
7 4 3 3 3 2 3 
8 4 4 3 4 3 3.6 
9 3 3 2 3 2 2.6 
10 2 1 1 1 1 1.2 
11 3 2 2 2 2 2.2 
12 4 4 3 3 4 3.6 
Average 
per 
subarea 

3.58 3.42 3.00 3.17 2.92 3.22 

 

To assess our students writing skills we used the “Written Communication Value Rubric” from the 
American Association of Colleges and Universities. The artifact we selected is Goals Project 3, one of 
four 1000 word take home essays we assign in the Anthropology capstone course, Senior Seminar in 
Holism. 

Overall, we are pleased with our students’ writing skills. Our goal is for our students to score at a “3” or 
better for each skill. Eight of the 12 students scored at least a “3” in every subarea. Only three of the 12 
averaged less than a “3” across all subareas. There were three students who failed to submit this 
artifact. 

As a group, they performed well in all of the subareas, with an average of “3” or better in four of the 
five. The scores for “control of syntax and mechanics” were lower than we would have liked to see. 
Deficiencies in this area may be due to simple carelessness, poor editing due to rushed work, or 
longstanding and deeply rooted issues problems with grammar, syntax, and other basic writing skills. 



Learning Outcome 3A: Cultural Anthropology Competence 

 

Student Sr. Seminar,  
Spring 2017 

Sr. Seminar, 
Spring 2018 

1 9 9 
2 7 10 
3 8 10 
4 7 10 
5 8 9 
6 9 8 
7 9 10 
8 5 8 
9 9 10 
10 9 8 
11 --- 10 
12 --- 7 
13 --- 10 
Average  8.00 9.15 

 

American Anthropology is typically divided into four main subfields: cultural anthropology, linguistic 
anthropology, biological (physical) anthropology, and archaeology. Learning objective 3 for the major is 
mastery of the driving concepts in these subfields. We have developed a four year assessment plan that 
includes assessing one of these content areas in each report. We are using in class pop quizzes that 
focus on major themes in each subfield as the artifacts for assessment. 

In this cycle we are assessing Cultural Anthropology. We gave the same quizzes in the 2017 senior 
seminar as we did in 2018, so we have decided to report both sets of data for comparative purposes. 
The quizzes are scored on a 0-10 scale, roughly analogous to a 0-100% grading scale. 

In 2017, our students average and “8” (or 80%) on this quiz. In 2018, our students did very well in this 
content area, scoring a “9.15” on average with no student scoring below “7”. We are pleased with these 
grades overall and are heartened by the improvement. 

 

  



Section C4 

Alumni Survey Responses Regarding Learning Outcomes 

 

Q6: Please indicate how successful your undergraduate education in Anthropology at UA 
Little Rock was in preparing you in the following areas: 
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