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Building Classroom Community  

What happened today? 

For the first ATLE Luncheon of the 2015 Fall semester, we embarked on a teaching and learning experience 

investigating how to build classroom community. Attendees spent time in small groups discussing their 

thoughts about what classroom community feels like, initial efforts to build community, and sustaining 

community throughout the semester and beyond. Here are a few of the insights our from our attendees.  

What is great classroom community? What does it feel like? Sound like? 

➢ Great classrooms feel protected and safe for all. 

➢ They produce a home-away-from-home feeling. 

➢ Communication within the room sounds lively, connected, and engaged between peers and 

instructors.  

➢ There is a common theme of sharing - ideas, experiences, greetings, even food! 

What techniques can we use to create community in the first weeks of school? 

➢ Ask students to collaborate and develop a list of accepted norms that everyone can agree upon. This 

strategy creates a strong sense of unity and autonomy in the classroom. 

➢ As a leader, be willing to ‘stretch’ a bit outside of your comfort zone to encourage students to do 

the same. 

➢ Reserve time to focus on greetings, icebreakers, and interpersonal talk. 

How can we sustain classroom community throughout the semester and beyond? 

➢ Find ways for students to incorporate their families/communities into coursework, school events, 

and social gatherings. 

➢ Continually ask “What do you think?” and talk about how content connects with students’ lives.  

➢ Use social media to facilitate longer-term community building. 

➢ Encourage students to engage with their peers outside of class, especially for campus clubs and 

events. 

➢ Structure assignments so students can complete them in pairs or small groups. 

 

For more information about this event, you can find the full document of collected notes here: 
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