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Cash Patron Request

In August, the CAHC was contacted by 

Michael Foley, an American historian 

based in France, who is working on a 

political biography of Johnny Cash. 

Unable to physically look through the 

Winthrop Rockefeller collection, Foley 

requested scans of any Cash-related 

materials within a certain range of 

boxes, and I agreed to help. My search 

turned up dozens of newspaper and 

magazine clippings kept by Rockefeller 

pertaining to Cash’s involvement in the 

governor’s program of prison reform, 

including multiple issues of The Pea 

Pickers Picayune, an inmate-written 

newspaper out of Cummins Unit, which 

Rockefeller himself sponsored.



Raye Montague accession

I began the Fall 2019 semester with 

an accession of artifacts and 

memorabilia from Raye Montague, 

a native Arkansan and American 

engineer responsible for 

breakthroughs in early computer-

aided design for naval ships.  

Montague passed away in October, 

2018, and this donation is 

anticipated to be the first of several 

to CAHC from her son, Dr. David 

Montague, Director of Online 

Education and professor of 

Criminal Justice at UA Little Rock. 

Photo of Montague with some of the donated materials 
(via Arkansas Democrat-Gazette)



In the Digital Services Lab...

My DSL time this semester was 

dedicated to working with Emily 

Summers on cataloguing and digitizing 

audiovisual materials from the Vic 

Snyder collection, including numerous 

VHS tapes of Rep. Snyder’s 

appearances on CSPAN.
Photo courtesy of CSPAN



Ed Fry papers

Through the CAHC’s relationship with 

former congressman Vic Snyder, we 

received a collection of papers belonging 

to Snyder’s chief of staff, Ed Fry. Fry 

served as chief of staff for Snyder and his 

two 2nd District predecessors, Ray 

Thornton and Tommy Robinson, going 

back to 1985. Fry was active in a number 

of Democratic organizations, including 

the Young Democrats of America, where 

he served as president from 1987 to 

1989, and the American Council of Young 

Political Leaders, with whom he traveled 

to the former USSR, Poland, and China.   



We recieved the collection in a fairly 

loose arrangement. This fact, 

coupled with Fry’s work with 

numerous organizations over the 

course of thirty years provided 

countless unique challenges in 

arrangement. The collection contains 

everything from college papers on 

religion and astrology from Fry’s 

undergraduate work at Ouachita 

Baptist University, to correspondence 

and event planning as president of 

the YDA, to travel itineraries and taxi 

reciepts from his work as chief of 

staff for three consecutive 2nd 

District congressmen.



Reference Services

I continued to work a weekly desk shift in the research room, after picking up a 

number of shifts over the summer.


