JUNETEENTH

._ ?} Nunddwrdh @ June 194

.+ ITISTHE LONGEST-RUNNING AFRICAN-AMERICAN HOLIDAY.
.0 JUNETEENTH IS ALSO KNOWN AS EMANCIPATION DAY, BLACK
INDEPENDENCE DAY, FREEDOM DAY, JUBILEE DAY, &
LIBERATION DAY. MANY HAVE ADOPTED THE AFRICAN
COLORS & PAN-AFRICAN FLAG.
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49115, STATES & THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - —
ACKNOWLEDGE JUNETEETH AS AHOLIDAY. | /', /1 =,
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IT BECAME A FEDERAL HOLIDAY IN 2021. LESS
THAN 10 STATESHROELCIZSEYNIZE ITAS APAID

Park

IN THE 1870S, A GROUP OF FORMER SLAVES,
SPEARHEADED BY REV. JACK YATES, RAISED AROUND
$1000 THROUGH LOCAL CHURCHES TO PURCHASE TEN
ACRES OF LAND AND CREATE EMANCIPATION PARK TO

HOST FUTURE JUNETEENTH CELEBRATIONS IN

MODERN-DAY HOUSTON.
CELEBRATIONS WERE PROHIBITED ON PUBLIC LAND.
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ON JANUARY 1, 1980, A BILL BY TEXAS STATE
REP. AL EDWARDS WAS PASSED MAKING
JUNETEENTH AN OFFICIAL STATE HOLIDAY.
TEXAS WAS THE FIRST STATE TO OFFICIALLY
RECOGNIZE AN EMANCIPATION CELEBRATION.
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JUNETEENTH WAS INITIALLY CELEBRATED WITH SINGING « ~ <4 g‘
RITUALS & PRAYER MEETINGS. ATTENDEES WORE NEW 2
CLOTHING AS AN EXPRESSION OF FREEDOM, DECORATED
CARRIAGES INCLUDED STORYTELLING, & FEASTING.

W gl MODERN-DAY CELEBRATIONS INCLUDE PARADES,
o> .. COOKOUTS, LECTURES, REUNIONS, & REENACTMENTS.
ST Y= REDFOODS 'ARE A STAPLE BECAUSE THEY ARE SAID TO
Ry REPRESENT THE BLOODSHED BY ANCESTORS. THOSE
FOODS INCLUDE A VARIATION OF RED DRINKS, RED
MEAT, DESSERTS, RED FRUITS & VEGETABLES.
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