
HIST 1312, Sec. 05 (M-6:00-8:40pm)     Instructor: Bruce W. Hall - Ph.D. 

ST: History Of Civilization II       Contact: bwhall@ualr.edu  

Stabler Hall - 407 

 
Course Description: 

 

istory of Civilization II is a chronological study of the history of world societies 

from roughly 1600 to the present. The purpose of this course is to develop 

greater understanding of both the evolution of global processes, and the contact 

and interaction between and among different human societies. This course 

builds on an understanding of cultural, institutional, technological, and geographical precedents. It 

is designed to help students think critically and analytically, write persuasively, discuss articulately, 

and read extensively with content mastery and discernment. 
 

Learning Goals and Objectives:  

Besides a basic understanding of World History since 1600, this course also aims to teach students to:  

• Demonstrate understanding of the impact of historical events and actors on the human experience over 

time, including the present. 

• Demonstrate the causes and effects in the rise and fall of empires, revolutions, and social and economic 

changes in the 17th-20th centuries. 

• Discuss changes in science and technology since 1600, and understand how technological changes, 

including industrialization, the technology of war, and the development of mass media, impact 

civilization. 

• Communicate historical knowledge in written and oral forms. 

• Use critical thinking and analytical skills to examine primary and secondary source documents. 

• Connect and compare primary and secondary source documents from multiple perspectives. 

• Use evidence from written and visual sources to draw conclusions and support an argument. 

• Learn to locate and distinguish between primary and secondary sources. Students will evaluate sources, 

including websites, to determine if they are appropriate, scholarly sources. 

• Understand the principles of academic integrity, including how to cite sources. 

• Investigate the role of diverse populations in shaping the history of civilization. 

• Discuss multiple perspectives on the past, and the ethical implications of the uses of history in the public 

sphere. 

 

Professional Behavior:  

Academic Integrity – All work must reflect the student’s own thoughts, words, opinions, and efforts. When 

phrases, sentences, or paragraphs verbatim (word for word) from any source are copied, students must 

indicate that they have done so by enclosing copied material in quotation marks and inserting a footnote or 

parenthetical citation that clearly indicates the source of the information, including author, book title, 

publication details, year of publication, and page number. When thoughts, words or opinions of others are 

paraphrased (ie changing words around, or putting someone else’s words into the student’s own words), a 

citation must be inserted that clearly indicates the source of the information and full citation information 

(noted above) should appear in a Bibliography or Works Cited page. In general, it is NEVER acceptable to 

submit an essay that does not have citations AND a Bibliography/Works Cited page. Students must give 

appropriate credit to the source of any utilized information, and must tell the reader where the information 

came from. Students are accountable for the information used, and for giving appropriate credit when 

someone else’s words or ideas are borrowed or copied. 
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Plagiarism:  

It is the student’s responsibility to understand the definition of plagiarism and avoid it. Ignorance of the 

definition of plagiarism is not an acceptable excuse for committing plagiarism. Academic dishonesty of any 

kind will not be tolerated, will be reported to the Office of the Dean of Students, and will result in a failing 

grade in the class and/or harsher penalties. There are no exceptions to this policy. If any student is unclear 

about what constitutes academic dishonesty, please ask the instructor. 

 

In-Class and Online Etiquette: 

It is expected that all students behave in a professional manner while participating in this course. 

Unprofessional behavior will result in disciplinary action. Disruptive and/or derogatory behavior in-class or 

online will not be tolerated. An atmosphere of respect and understanding should prevail in any learning 

environment. Students who violate university policy will be reported to university officials. Please review 

these policies: http://ualr.edu/policy/home/student/code-of-student-rights/ Ignorance of university policies 

regarding inappropriate in-class and online behavior is not an excuse for such behavior. The instructor 

reserves the right to dismiss and/or remove any student at any time if his/her behavior is determined to be 

disruptive. 

 

Communication: 

Should students need to communicate with the instructor, an active ualr.edu email address is listed at the top 

of this syllabus. Emails will be responded to usually within 24 hours. Students should never use the email 

system to submit an assignment as text or an attachment. Students should use only Blackboard for all 

assignments. This syllabus, as well as PowerPoint presentations, written assignments, and all other digital 

materials will be placed on Blackboard. Make sure and check it often to ensure the reception of all course 

materials. 

 

CSC - Communication Skill Center: 

The CSC is a resource devoted to helping campus and online students in the various stages of preparing a 

presentation. Services include, but are not limited to, anxiety management, brainstorming, research, content 

organization, PowerPoint/Prezi design and integration, and providing presenters with balanced feedback. 

The CSC offers both onsite and online services. Appointments are available and walk-ins are welcome; 

please feel free to stop by 201 speech building, call at 501-569-8208, or email: 

communication.skill.center@gmail.com. Book an appointment: 

http://ualrcommunicationskillcenter.setmore.com 

 

Students with Disabilities:  

It is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning 

environments consistent with federal and state law. If you have a documented disability (or need to have a 

disability documented), and need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible, so that 

we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the 

requirements of the course. The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for 

students with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process among 

you, your instructor(s) and the DRC. Thus, if you have a disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 

501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP). For more information, please visit the DRC website at 

www.ualr.edu/disability. 

 

  

http://ualr.edu/policy/home/student/code-of-student-rights/
mailto:communication.skill.center@gmail.com
http://ualrcommunicationskillcenter.setmore.com/
http://www.ualr.edu/disability


Course Policies/Grades: 

All written assignments should be created and saved in a PC readable format (.doc, .docx, .pdf, .txt, or .rtf) 

and will be submitted on Blackboard through the noted Assignment Links located on the applicable 

Blackboard pages. All assignments and exams will be posted, scored, and recorded on Blackboard.  

 

Midterm and Final Exams: There will be two (2) exams, a midterm and a final exam. The midterm will 

cover course material from the beginning of the course until exam day. The midterm exam will be available 

online through Blackboard. The final exam will cover material from the midterm through the end of the 

course. The final exam will be given in paper form in-class on the last day of class. Students are required to 

bring a blue book for the final. Exams consist of identification, short answer, and essay questions. Review 

guides are provided prior to the exams. 

 

Presentations: Each student will be expected to create a 10-12 minute presentation on a relevant historical 

topic that occurred during the time period covered in the course or on a major figure that influenced Human 

Civilization during the time period covered in the course. Historical material for the topic should include 

both primary and secondary sources. Presentations should contain visual and audio components and 

shared with the rest of the class. These should be accomplished using programs such as PowerPoint, 

PhotoStory, iMovie, Prezi, or similar and will be uploaded to Blackboard for all to view. The final uploaded 

format should be in a format easily accessible by most media players (therefore save it in a widely 

accessible format). Students will be graded according to the following rubric (a detailed version of which 

can be found under “Course Tools” in Blackboard: Out of 100 points - Presentation Quality 40%, Length 

20%, Visual Aesthetic 20%, Accuracy 20% 

 

Essays: Students will write a total of four (4) 750 word essays based on various prompts and related to 

topics in the course. These essays should address the question in the writing prompt with an appropriate 

thesis, followed by evidence to support that thesis. Supplementary Primary Documents will be provided on 

Blackboard. Secondary sources are the responsibility of students, however suggestions for on-line sources 

will be given. The textbook can also serve as a secondary source. Comprehensive introductions and 

conclusions to these essays are not necessary. The first paragraph should consist of ONLY a thesis – either 

one or multiple sentences, and the subsequent paragraphs should focus on the evidence. In-text citation is 

required using MLA format and a Works Cited section should appear at the end of the essay. Any analysis 

should be your own. Students will be graded according to the following rubric (a detailed version of which 

can be found under “Course Tools” in Blackboard: Out of 100 points – Thesis 20%, Evidence and Analysis 

50%, Writing 20%, Citation and Works Cited 10%. 

 

Discussion Posts: Students will participate in 10 group discussions of relevant topics presented roughly 

every week, on a discussion board within Blackboard, where students (and the instructor) can respond and 

interact. Students are required to participate in all 10 discussions by making an original post to the topic  

and are required to respond at least two (2) times to others’ posts for each discussion. Students will be 

evaluated on their ability to clearly and with evidence of understanding analyze each of the topics and make 

appropriate contributions to the discussion. Further participation above the requirements, although not 

assessed, is highly encouraged. Remember that these are cordial and professional discussions. 

Disagreement and opposing viewpoints should be treated with respect. The sign of a good scholar is one 

who can disagree with an idea or set of facts without regard to the author of those ideas or facts. All posts 

should be professional and focus on the historical evidence and/or ideas presented – not on the presenter. 

Students will be graded according to the following rubric (a detailed version of which can be found under 

“Course Tools” in Blackboard: Out of 15 points – Length 33%, Critical Thinking/Analysis 66% 

 

  



Evaluations: Students will write one (1) formal evaluation of one (1) student presentation. Formal 

evaluations will be seen and graded by the professor only and may be shared with the student whose work 

was evaluated only after the consent of both parties. Student Evaluations will be graded according to the 

following rubric (a detailed version of which can be found under “Course Tools” in Blackboard: Out of 30 

points – Length 33%, Evaluation of Accuracy, Aesthetics and Quality 33%, Insights and Impressions 33%. 

 

Grades percentage breakdowns: 

40% Midterm and Final Exam (Midterm 20%, Final 20%) 

20% Essays: 4 - 750 word essays (5% each) 

20% Discussion Posts (2% each) 

10% Presentation: Audio/Visual presentation 

10% Evaluation: 1 formal evaluation 

  

Required Texts:   

 Duiker, William J. and Jackson J. Spielvogel. The Essential World History. Cengage Learning, Boston 

 MA. 8th ed. 2017. ISBN: 978-1-305-51022-7 

 

The information for this course will come from the required text, In-class PowerPoint presentations, and 

discussion forums. The textbook used in this course is available in the UALR bookstore, as well as at online 

outlets. All information for this course is located on Blackboard. Make sure you are aware of the 

assignments and all course materials. You will be responsible for any and all material placed on the course 

Blackboard page. 

 

There are no optional materials for the course. All information posted on Blackboard or listed above is 

required. 

 

Late Work Policy: 

It is a fact that sometimes life throws obstacles in everyone’s way, therefore in such cases, late work will be 

accepted. However, students must notify the instructor at least 24 hours (preferably longer) before missing 

an exam or other assignment due date. If prior contact with the instructor is not made, students should not 

expect that they will be allowed to make up any work. Late or missing work can only be made-up with 

expressed approval from the instructor. Reasons for missing an exam or a presentation due date should be 

quite serious in nature. The instructor will be the ultimate judge of whether reasons for missing an exam or 

presentation due date are serious enough to be accepted. If approved, assignments and exams should be 

made up in a timely manner – i.e. within a day or two (especially since this is a summer course and is 

VERY time limited). Makeup exam dates and times will be determined by the instructor. Incompletes in this 

course are granted only in the most serious of circumstances and will be granted solely at the instructor’s 

discretion. To qualify for an incomplete, a student must have completed 80% or more of the coursework and 

it must be negotiated prior to the last week of class.  

 

In order to reach me in the quickest way, use my ualr.edu email address. If you leave a message on 

Blackboard, I may only check that once-a-day, whereas I check email multiple times each day. 

  



World Civilizations II – Spring 2018 

 

 Below you will find the Reading Assignments, Discussion Posts, Essay Assignments, Exams, 

Presentation, and Evaluation due dates. Each Reading Assignment SHOULD be completed before you 

attempt to write the discussion post and/or the associated essay. It is imperative that you keep up with the 

reading so as to not fall behind.  

 

Dates and Assignments – World Civ II, Spring 2018: January 22 – May 7 

 

Monday, January 22, 2018 Reading: Chapter 14 

Discussion Post 1 & Responses due by 1/26 @ 11:59 p.m. 

Monday, January 29, 2018 Reading: Chapter 15  

Essay 1 due 1/31 by 11:59 p.m. 

Monday, February 5, 2018 Reading: Chapter 16 

Discussion Post 2 & Responses due by 2/9 @ 11:59 p.m. 

Monday, February 12, 2018 Reading: Chapter 17  

Monday, February 19, 2018 Reading: Chapter 18 

Discussion Post 3 & Responses due by 2/23 @ 11:59 p.m. 

Monday, February 26, 2018 Reading: Chapter 19  

Discussion Post 4 & Responses due by 3/2 @ 11:59 p.m. 

Monday, March 5, 2018 Reading: Chapter 20 

Essay 2 due 3/7 by 11:59 p.m. 

Midterm Exam begins 3/7 @ 11:59 p.m. 

Monday, March 12, 2018 

 

Reading: Chapter 21; p. 570-582  

Discussion Post 5 & Responses due by 3/16 @ 11:59 p.m.;  

Midterm Exam ends 3/14 @ 11:59 p.m. 

Monday, March 19, 2018 SPRING BREAK – No Class 

Monday, March 26, 2018 Reading: p. 583-592; Chapter 23 

Discussion Post 6 & Responses due by 3/16 @ 11:59 p.m. 

Monday, April 2, 2018 Reading: Chapter 24 

Essay 3, due 4/4 by 11:59 p.m. 

Monday, April 9, 2018 Reading: Chapter 25 

Discussion Post 7 & Responses due by 3/16 @ 11:59 p.m. 

AV Presentations due 4/9 by 5:59 p.m. 

Monday, April 16, 2018 Reading: Chapter 26; p. 709-714 

Discussion Post 8 & Responses due by 3/16 @ 11:59 p.m. 

Monday, April 23, 2018 Reading: p. 715-733; Chapter 28 

Evaluations due 4/23 by 5:59 p.m. 

Essay 4, due 4/25 by 11:59 p.m. 

Monday, April 30, 2018 Reading: Chapter 29; p. 793-805 

Discussion Post 9 & Responses due by 3/16 @ 11:59 p.m. 

Discussion Post 10 & Responses due by 3/16 @ 11:59 p.m. 

Monday, May 7, 2018 Final Exam 

 

 


