
 
HIST 2311.993 

US History to 1877 
Online 

Spring 2018 
Instructor: Ms. Michele R. Johnson 
mrjohnson4@ualr.edu   
Office Hours: Online 
 
Course Description:  
Description, analysis, and explanation of the major political, social, economic and diplomatic events through “Reconstruction.” 
Special attention is devoted to the cross-cultural development of three civilizations, Native American, European, and African, 
within the geographical context of the North American continent. Major topics for study include European colonial empires; the 
American Revolution; the Constitution of 1787; evolution of a national government, federal in system and republican in form; 
social and economic theories and practices; relationship with foreign governments; and the American Civil War. Three credit 
hours. 
 
Course Objectives:   
• Students will analyze the continuing interpretation and application of the U.S. Constitution. 
• Students will demonstrate understanding of the key events and concepts that define the portion of U.S. History 

to 1877. 
• Students will demonstrate understanding of the diversity and complexity of events, and intercultural interactions 

in U.S. History to 1877. 
• Students will investigate the role of diverse populations and constituencies in shaping the American past. 
• Students will be able to communicate historical knowledge in written and oral forms. 
• Students will use critical thinking and analytical skills to examine primary and secondary source documents. 
• Students will connect and compare primary and secondary source documents from multiple perspectives. 
• Students will use evidence from written and visual sources to draw conclusions and support an argument. 
• Students will learn to locate and distinguish between primary and secondary sources. Students will evaluate 

sources to determine if they are appropriate, scholarly sources. 
• Students will understand the principles of academic integrity, including how to cite sources. 

  
Required Materials:  John Mack Faragher, et al, Out of Many: A History of the American People, 

Vol. I to 1877 (8th Edition) (Pearson, 2015) This should be available at the 
bookstore in .pdf format for $19. Please note, you can use the 7th edition, which 
you should be able to find fairly cheap online 
You can purchase or rent the e-edition instead if you prefer, on Amazon 
(https://www.amazon.com/Out-Many-History-American-People-
ebook/dp/B01ABTS1MI/ref=sr_1_9?ie=UTF8&qid=1483576217&sr=8-
9&keywords=out+of+many). 
 
AND 
 
Charles B Dew, Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession 
Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War,  (University of 
Virginia Press, 2002). 
ISBN 13:  978-0813921044 
 

 

Optional Materials  
or Reference Texts:   Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History,    

(New York: Bedford/St. Martin, 2009). 
ISBN-10: 0312535031 ISBN-13: 978-0312535032 
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Instructor Expectations: 
 
Students will participate actively in the course, display academic integrity at all times, and complete all 
assignments by the due dates posted in the course calendar. 
 
This is an online course which means that easy, ready access to a computer and an internet 
connection is ESSENTIAL. This class utilizes online quizzes, homework and discussion. Students may 
also choose an online version of the text book. Students will be expected to utilize the Blackboard 
system to access course documents, readings, assignments, class discussion, quizzes, and 
examinations. Contact between the instructor and students will also be electronic.  
 
Instructor guidelines and policies  
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Attendance and participation are mandatory. Your ability to successfully master the content and 
complete this course is a direct result of the time and effort that you put into it. “Attendance” and 
participation will be measured by your participation in required weekly discussions/reaction papers. If 
you choose to participate to the bare minimum standard, you will be graded as such. Those that 
consistently add meaningful discussion will be graded higher. As long as you are meeting the minimum 
requirements, your discussions will be graded on quality not quantity. 

Excessive absenteeism as evidenced by a lack of participation in discussions, or by consistently 
posting at or near the deadline, will result in a reduction of your grade. Any student who misses more 
than one week’s worth of discussions, in addition to losing the points for that week’s discussion, will 
have points deducted from their final grade total commensurately. Missing discussion more than three 
weeks will result in failure of the class. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
As this is an online class, all of our communication will be electronic. You can expect open and frequent 
communication from me. I can be reached at the email address above, and you can usually expect a 
reply within 24-48 hours. Please see the instructions folder for proper email guidelines. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
Exams:  There will be four total exams for the course, three during the semester and the final exam. 
The final exam will not be cumulative per se, but concepts developed throughout the semester will be a 
part of the final exam. All exams will be a mixture of objective and subjective questions and include 
short answer and longer essays. (TENTATIVE schedule below) Exams will either be open from 8AM 
Friday through 11.59PM Sunday night OR from 8AM Saturday through 11.59PM Monday night, with the 
exception of the final exam which will be available during the dates and time listed below on the course 
schedule.  
 
YOUR FIRST ASSIGNMENT will be to email me with your exam time preference from the two choices 
above no later than 5PM Sunday, 21 January (and yes, this assignment counts). The decision will be 
made by majority rule and announced well before the first exam. 
 
Note: “Online” does not mean “Open-Book”. You are expected to complete all exams in the same vein 
as if you were taking them in a traditional classroom setting.  
 
So that everyone is absolutely crystal clear: It is embarrassingly easy for me to tell if you are cheating 
on your exams. You will be given a study guide before each exam. Complete the study guide, including 
writing out the essay and short answer prompts, and study it before your exam and you will be 
successful in this course. Give in to the temptation to cheat, and you will not only fail this course, but 
you will be reported in accordance with the university guidelines for academic dishonesty. 
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Make-up Exams: Only those students with a fully documented UALR approved absence will be 
allowed to make up an exam. All make-ups will be essay exams and will be completed during the last 
week of class. In no case will a student be allowed to make up more than one exam. 
 
Book Paper: You will complete a book paper during the semester, due date is indicated on the 
Tentative Instructional Outline. This will be written on the monograph listed above. All papers will be 
turned into the Safe Assign system. This system crosschecks all papers against a database of 
hundreds of thousands of websites and student papers for plagiarism. This assignment is 
MANDATORY. If you fail to turn it in on time, you will not pass this class.  
 
Discussion:  Each week there will be assigned readings. These may be from the textbook, from the 
“lectures”, other readings posted on Blackboard, or from one of the assigned monographs. Discussion 
questions will be posted each week by Sunday.  
 
For discussions, you are required to complete the reading, as well as any accompanying “lectures” and 
respond to the discussion board with your original thoughts, no later than 11.59 PM Wednesday of 
each week.  
 
As this is a “discussion” there must also be some back and forth. You are required to respond to at 
least three of your classmates’ posts no later than 11.59 PM Friday of each week.  
 
Just as in a traditional classroom setting, you will be expected to treat each of your classmates with 
respect on the discussion board. All posts and responses should be written in proper English, with care 
given to spelling and grammar. Netspeak, textglish, and profanity are strictly prohibited. If this has to be 
addressed with any student more than once, that student will be withdrawn from the course.  
 
More detailed instructions can be found in the “Instructions” folder. 
 
REGARDLESS OF THE ASSIGNMENT, NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
 
Extra Credit: There will be no extra credit assignments for this course.  
 
Quizzes:  There will be weekly quizzes most weeks. We will not have quizzes during weeks in which 
you have an exam. These will primarily cover the assigned reading. You may consider them homework, 
and as such, use your book and any notes you have from the weekly discussions. 
 
Grading: It is my goal to have all grades posted within a week to ten days from the due date. This is 
largely determined by when those assignments are received; if everyone completes at the last minute, 
it will take longer to get grades posted. Additionally, I grade all assignments and exams in the order in 
which they are received. 
 
Please note: we are working on a points system, please see charts below for how grades are 
distributed. Also, because you will not answer all of the questions on the exams, Blackboard will say 
your grade is XX/132. Ignore this. Your exams are out of 100 points, and the questions you do answer 
will add up to 100 points. Please do not email me in a panic when you notice that Blackboard shows 
132 points. 
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GRADE DETERMINATION: 
 

Your grade will be 
determined by the following Details Points 

Exams 4 exams total 400 

Homework/Quizzes Up to 12 Quizzes Total 120 

Discussion Up to 16 Total 160 

Book Paper Will include pre-assignments 150 

Total: 830 total 

  
LETTER GRADE ASSIGNMENT:  
 
Total Points Earned Letter Grade Final Average in Percent 
743-830 A 89.5 – 100 

660-742 B 79.5 – 89.4 

577-659 C 69.5 – 79.4 

494-576 D 59.5 – 69.4 

575-0 F < 59.5 
 
Academic Integrity 
All of your work must reflect your own thoughts, words, opinions, and efforts. When you copy phrases, 
sentences, or paragraphs verbatim (word for word) from any source, you must indicate that you have 
done so by setting what you have copied off in quotation marks and inserting a footnote that clearly 
indicates the source of the information, including author, book title, publication details, year of 
publication, and page number. And when you use the thoughts, words or opinions of others in 
paraphrase (i.e. changing words around, or putting someone else’s words into your own words), you 
must insert a footnote that clearly indicates the source of the information, including author, book title, 
publication details, year of publication, and page number. If the source is a website, the footnote must 
include the complete web address and the date you accessed it. All citations must follow the Chicago 
formatting style. 
 
In general, it is NEVER acceptable to submit a history essay that does not have footnotes AND 
bibliography. History essays, by their very nature, are based in part on information that is not your 
own. You must give appropriate credit to the source of the information, and you must tell your reader 
where the information came from. You must be accountable for the information you use, and for giving 
appropriate credit when you borrow or copy someone else’s words or ideas.  
 
Academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this class, may be reported to the Office of the 
Dean of Students, and could result in a failing grade on the assignment, in the class, and/or harsher 
penalties. If you are unclear about what constitutes academic dishonesty, please ask me.  
 
Students with Disabilities: 
Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments consistent with federal and 
state law. If you have a documented disability (or need to have a disability documented), and 
need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible, so that we can 
discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the 
requirements of the course. The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable 
accommodations for students with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations are established 
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through an interactive process among you, your instructor(s) and the DRC. Thus, if you have a 
disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP). 
For more information, please visit the DRC website at www.ualr.edu/disability. (UA Little Rock 
Policy 404.9) 
 
Communication Skill Center: 
The Communication Skill Center (CSC) is a resource devoted to helping campus and online 
students in the various stages of preparing a presentation. Services include, but are not limited 
to, anxiety management, brainstorming, research, content organization, PowerPoint/Prezi 
design and integration, and providing presenters with balanced feedback. The CSC offers both 
onsite and online services. Appointments are available and walk-ins are welcome; please feel 
free to stop by 201 speech building, call us at 501-569-8208, or email: 
communication.skill.center@gmail.com. Book an appointment: 
http://ualrcommunicationskillcenter.setmore.com  
 
Department Contact:  Department Chair: Dr. Jess Porter, jcporter@ualr.edu       
    
 
 
Tentative Instructional Outline:  
 

Week # Textbook Assignment Assignments 
1 Continent of Villages   

16 Jan- CH. 1 Discussion 1 
21 Jan     

2 When Worlds Collide   
22 Jan- CH. 2 Discussion 2 
28 Jan     

3 Planting Colonies   
29 Jan- CH. 3 Discussion 3 
4 Feb   Sources Assignment Due 

4 Slavery & Empire   
5 Feb- CH. 4 Discussion 4 
11 Feb   Exam I 

5 Cultures of N America   
12 Feb- CH. 5 Discussion 5 
18 Feb     

6 Empire to Independence   
19 Feb- CH. 6 Discussion 6 
25 Feb     

7 The Revolution/The New Nation   
26 Feb- CH. 7 & CH.8 Discussion 7 & Discussion 8 
4 Mar   

 8 Empire for Liberty   
5 Mar- CH. 9 Discussion 9 
11 Mar   Exam II 
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9 South & Slavery/Growth of Dem   
12 Mar- CH. 10 & 11 Discussion 10 & Discussion 11 
18 Mar     

10 SPRING BREAK   
19 Mar-     
25 Mar     

11 Industry in the North   
26 Mar- CH. 12 Discussion 12 
1 Apr     

12 Meeting Challenges/Territorial Expansion   
2 Apr- CH. 13 & 14 Discussion 13 & Discussion 14 
8 Apr   Exam III 

13 Coming Crisis   
9 Apr- CH. 15 Discussion 15 
15 Apr   

 14 Civil War   
16 Apr- CH. 16 Discussion 16 
22 Apr   Apostles of Disunion Paper Due 

15 Reconstruction   
23 Apr- CH. 17 Discussion 17 
29 Apr     

16 FINALS WEEK   
1 May-   FINAL EXAM (Exam IV) 
8 May   8A TUES-11.59PM SAT 

      
  *Additional readings may be assigned each week and will be found in the 

appropriate weekly folder.   
      

 
NOTE: The instructor reserves the right to adjust the above schedule and assigned readings. 
ADDITIONAL NOTE: The above indicates only the week in which assignments are due. See Course Calendar on 
Blackboard for specific due dates.  
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Topics that must be included in HIST 2311 
 

Themes 
I. Era One: Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620) 

Theme 1: Comparative characteristics of societies in the Americas, Western Europe, and Western 
Africa that increasingly interacted after 1450 
 
Theme 2: How early European exploration and colonization resulted in cultural and ecological 
interactions among previously unconnected peoples 

 
II. Era Two: Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 

Theme 1: Why the Americas attracted Europeans, why they brought enslaved Africans to their 
colonies, and how Europeans struggled for control of North America and the Caribbean 
 
Theme 2: How political, religious, and social institutions emerged in the English colonies 
 
Theme 3: How the values and institutions of European economic life took root in the colonies, and 
how slavery reshaped European and African life in the America 

 
III. Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s) 

Theme 1: The causes of the American Revolution, the ideas and interests involved in forging the 
revolutionary movement, and the reasons for the American victory 
 
Theme 2: The impact of the American Revolution on politics, economy, and society 
 
Theme 3: The institutions and practices of government created during the Revolution and how they 
were revised between 1787 and 1815 to create the foundation of the American political system based 
on the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights 

 
IV.  Expansion and Reform (1800-1861) 

Theme 1: United States territorial expansion between 1801 and 1861, and how it affected relations 
with external powers and Native Americans 
 
Theme 2: How the industrial revolution, increasing immigration, the rapid expansion of slavery, and 
the westward movement changed the lives of Americans and led toward regional tensions 
 
Theme 3: The extension, restriction, and reorganization of political democracy after 1800 
 
Theme 4: The sources and character of cultural, religious, and social reform movements in the 
antebellum period 

 
V. Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877) 

Theme 1: United States territorial expansion between 1801 and 1861, and how it affected relations 
with external powers and Native Americans 
 
Theme 2: How the industrial revolution, increasing immigration, the rapid expansion of slavery, and 
the westward movement changed the lives of Americans and led toward regional tensions 
 
Theme 3: The extension, restriction, and reorganization of political democracy after 1800 
 
Theme 4: The sources and character of cultural, religious, and social reform movements in the 
antebellum period 

 
 


