
  

GEOG 4300 991 
Spaces of Violence: Online 

 
Official Course Description: Prerequisites: consent of instructor, nine hours of geography or 

an associated discipline that complements the seminar topic. Topics will be chosen based on 

contemporary interest and demand and will be focused to provide an in-depth understanding of 

the issue. Dual listed in the UALR Graduate Catalog as GEOG 5300. Three credit hours. 

 

Contact:  

   Dr. David Lee Baylis 

Email: dbaylis@ualr.edu Skype: d.lee.baylis 

Office: Stabler Hall, Department of History, Room #604I 

Office Hours: Wed 10am-2pm or by appointment 

 

Textbook: 

 Required texts: 

A. Assorted PDFs located on Blackboard (see syllabus schedule and Blackboard 

modules) 

 Recommended supplemental texts (you do NOT need to purchase these): 

A. Violence: The Enduring Problem (Alvarez). ISBN: 9781506349060 

- Useful for introducing sociological explorations of violence as an academic 

subject. 

B. Crime Analysis with Crime Mapping (Santos). ISBN: 9781506331034 

- Useful for students who are very interested in geospatial approaches to 

analyzing violence. 

 

      
                         Source: Washington Post/Snopes 

mailto:dbaylis@ualr.edu


  

Recommended Course Tool: 

Looking for a great way to visualize spatial data? UALR has student access to Social Explorer: 

https://www.socialexplorer.com/ 

 

Simply create an account from a UALR connected computer to access. 

 

Objectives & Specific Description: 

This course makes use of both a spatial and a 

sociological framework to assess violence at a 

variety of geographical scales. Violence is 

considered as both a spatial and a social 

practice. A spatial approach to violence takes 

under consideration how violence is framed 

and enacted, from the micro-geographic 

(street, home) to the macro-geographic (state). 

Various approaches to mapping geographies 

of violence are considered as well, from 

cognitive and mental mapping to crime geo-

visualization and place memorialization or 

effacement. Students are expected to actively 

and critically engage with all readings and to 

participate substantively in discussions. 

Students will develop an independent line of 

inquiry that they will use to design either a 

research paper/project or a policy brief.    Source: FBI UCR 

 

In this course we will emphasize three overarching themes: 

 

1. Explain how violence should be conceptualized as both a social AND a spatial 

practice. Students will grapple with a variety of sociological explanations of the 

root causes and impacts of violence in society (primarily within a US context 

though violence in other social setting beyond the US will also be considered). 

However, the role of space (scale, place, location, region, map) in the production 

and understanding of violence will be paramount. Students will read critical 

geographic analyses of violence and construct reaction papers and counter-

analyses of their own. Students will use these reaction papers and analyses during 

discussions and as part of the final projection design process. 

 

2. Evaluate the ways in which violence as a spatial practice is mapped: students 

will evaluate the ways in which violence is imagined and geo-visualized. Students 

will be able to articulate how violence is cognitively mapped and how these 

cognitive maps produce material realities. Students will construct and interrogate 

https://www.socialexplorer.com/


  

their own mental maps of violence (starting with their own definitions of what 

does and does not constitute violence) before moving on to exploring and 

critiquing applied crime mapping and other geo-visualization strategies as applied 

to the study of violence.  

 

3. Practice critical spatial thinking:  Students will illustrate their acquisition of 

critical spatial thinking and analytical skills by writing and responding to 

substantive analytical questions that they and their classmates restate based 

upon required and supplemental readings. Students are also encouraged to 

find and introduce additional content into the course.  

 

INTERACTION IN ONLINE COURSES:  
Students take fully online courses for a variety of reasons (busy schedules, long commutes, etc). 

However, some students will admit that they took an online course because they initially thought 

it would be easier. These same students will also admit that they soon learned that they were quite 

mistaken! Online courses can be immensely rewarding but also incredibly challenging (especially 

in terms of motivation and time management). As such, while I appreciate the freedom that online 

courses offer, I also work to foster a climate of frequent and substantive interaction with each of 

my students in the online setting.  

 

Unless I am sick or traveling, I do my best to respond to all emails, messages, and questions in 

online forums within 24 hours (and usually much sooner than this). I will interact with students 

frequently in message boards and try to return graded assignments within 48-72 hours of the due 

date. Expect frequent messages and correspondence with me. In addition, you are always welcome 

to Skype me during “virtual office hours”. I am happy to provide testimonials from past students’ 

experiences in my online courses! 

 

GRADING STRUCTURE & COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  
1. Reacting to Violence (reaction papers/critical analyses of readings): 100 pts - 20% final 

- 10 reaction papers x 10 points per reaction paper = 100 points 

2. Mapping Violence (exercises/activities): 100 pts - 20% final 

- Cognitive Mapping and Mental Mapping = 30 points 

- Crime Mapping = 35 points 

- Memorializing (or forgetting) Landscapes of Violence = 35 points   

3. Discussing Violence (discussion board/group session participation): 100 pts - 20% final 

- 10 discussion boards/sessions x 10 points per discussion = 100 points 

4. Researching Violence (final project/paper/policy brief): 200 pts - 40% final 

- Project Proposal/Abstract/10 Source Annotated Bibliography = 40 points 

- First Draft = 60 points 

- Final Draft = 100 points 

 

Total: 500 points: 

A 450-500 pts  B 400-449 pts 

C 350-399 pts  D 300-349 pts    

F < 500 pts   



  

Late Assignments: 

• Please keep track of due dates and try not to fall behind. I will assist you in whatever 

ways I can but ultimately this is your responsibility. 

• Late assignments will automatically be assessed a 10% late penalty. Beyond that, for 

each week they are late they are subject to an additional 10% penalty per week.  

 

Assignment Descriptions: 

1. Reacting to Violence: These 10 reaction papers will be derived primarily from the required 

readings for the class and have a few key components. A substantive reaction paper does 

all of the following in order to potentially receive full credit (rubric below): 

A. Substantive and Analytical: Notice that I highlighted both “substantive” and “reaction” 

above. This paper is not a summary of the readings. We have all (hopefully) read the 

required chapters and articles – a retelling is not required. What is needed is an 

analytical response that a.) asks questions; b.) introduces new material; c). makes 

connections between readings; d.) and critiques what may be flaws or errors within the 

readings. Assess, analyze, speculate, critique, draw connections…this is a substantive 

reaction paper. 

 

B. External Source: You will be required to find at least one additional scholarly article of 

interest that connects to the readings. In addition to explaining how the article relates to 

the required readings, include a single paragraph abstract (4-5 sentences) of the article 

(an abstract sample is included below) and makes sure to cite the external source 

formally (MLA/APA/Chicago). I would prefer this article be primarily from geography 

journals but you may also use sociology and criminology articles that have a significant 

geographic focus.  

 

o The library allows you to search journals for articles by subject. There is a 

category for geography and cartography: UALR JOURNALS BY 

SUBJECT 

o Remember that if you find an article you like but that the UALR library 

does not have access to, they can potentially get it for you from another 

library: ILL 

o The library has research guides for some related courses that will be 

somewhat useful to you, though presently there are only guides for 

sociology and criminal justice (not geography yet…I am new here!): 

RESEARCH GUIDES 

o  

C. Format: Paper must be about 2 pages single-spaced. Use proper essay style with an 

introduction and conclusion paragraph. You don’t need to include the required readings 

in your bibliography; however, whenever you quote something or use a concept from 

the required readings, provide in-text citation/proper attribution. For example (Baylis p. 

128). External sources must be placed in a bibliography.  Paper must be free of 

grammatical errors, typos, etc. (proofread!). ½ point will be deducted for each of these. 

 

 

 

http://0-web.b.ebscohost.com.library.ualr.edu/pfi/search/basic?sid=be1d2849-715e-475f-9579-52243eff7398%40sessionmgr101&vid=0&sdb=edspub&tid=3000EP
http://0-web.b.ebscohost.com.library.ualr.edu/pfi/search/basic?sid=be1d2849-715e-475f-9579-52243eff7398%40sessionmgr101&vid=0&sdb=edspub&tid=3000EP
https://ualr.edu/library/borrow-from-another-library/
http://researchguides.ualr.edu/?b=s


  

RUBRIC: Reacting to Violence 

 

Requirement B:  

External Source 

No point deduction: 

External source is included 

along with short 

explanatory abstract of 

article. Article is properly 

cited and its connection to 

the other readings is made 

clear.  

2-point deduction: 

External source is included 

but is missing either a short 

explanatory abstract or 

citation. Relevance to other 

readings is not made 

entirely clear. 
4-point deduction: 

External sources is missing 

entirely (abstract and 

citation).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Max Possible = 10 per reaction x 10 reactions = 100 points (20% overall) 

 

2. Mapping Violence: During the course of the semester, students will have the opportunity to 

explore three approaches to the mapping of violence (real or imagined) through fieldwork: 

A. Psycho-geographies and Cognitive Maps: In this lab, students will engage in a short 

psycho-geographic exercise that involves the production of hand-sketched cognitive 

maps of place based on sensory perception and emotional response. Students will be 

expected to interrogate their own production of cognitive maps of place and how these 

cognitive maps subsequently reinforce their experience of place. Students will take care 

to note the landscapes in which they feel most comfortable (topophilic landscape) and 

those in which they feel least comfortable (topophobic landscapes). As part of this 

Requirement A: 

Substantive and Analytical 

9-10 points: discussion is 

substantive and introduces at 

least 4 original observations, 

connections, or critiques 

based upon the readings. 

7-8 points: discussion is 

generally substantive and 

introduces at least 3 original 

observations, connections, or 

critiques based upon the 

readings. 

5-6 points: discussion is half 

substance and half summary. 

Only 1 or 2 original 

observations, connections, or 

critiques based upon the 

readings are introduced. 

3-4 points: discussion is 

mostly summary. Only 1 

original observations, 

connections, or critiques 

based upon the readings is 

introduced. 

1-2 points: discussion is 

almost entirely summary and 

lacking in any original 

observations, connections, or 

critiques based upon the 

readings. 

Requirement C: 

Grammatical/Typos 

Half point deduction: per 

grammatical error or typo 

that I find.  



  

process, students must grapple with the underlying reasons for these feelings.  Detailed 

instructions for this lab are available on Blackboard (30 points) 

 

B. Crime mapping: In this exercise, students will find examples of crime maps from two 

cities and to investigate both the data sources of those maps and how they may or may 

not align with realities on the ground. At the same time, students will be asked to 

grapple with the “good/bad” neighborhood binary and consider how neighborhood 

stereotypes are influenced by a more nuanced example of spatial analysis with respect 

to mapping crime (hotspot analysis). Hint: this exercise will in some ways build off the 

psychogeography exercise. Detailed instructions for this lab are available on 

Blackboard (35 points) 

 

C. Memorializing (or forgetting) Landscapes of Violence: In this third and final exercise, 

students will select a local/regional site of violence that interests or impacts them in 

some way. Using Ken Foote’s typology (sanctification, designation, rectification, 

obliteration), students will draft a short field report that identifies how the violent act 

has been memorialized in place (or forgotten). Students will investigate how competing 

stakeholders may have played a role in the process of memorializing that space and 

whether the commemoration of that space has changed over time. The field report 

should include a history of the site along with images. Detailed instructions for this lab 

are available on Blackboard (35 points)  

 

- Max Possible = 3 labs (30 + 35 +35) = 100 points (20% overall) 

 

3. Discussing Violence: During the semester, students will participate in 10 discussion boards 

in which they demonstrate their critical engagement with the reading by responding to both 

my questions their classmates’ questions and by posing questions of their own. Postings can 

be uploaded in text or audio/video format. Below is a rubric for how the discussion boards 

will be scored. Both quantity and quality (substance) of postings will be evaluated: 

 

A. Quality of Posts B. Quantity of Posts. 

10 points: Questions, evidence, and explanations are 

demonstrated in all posts in a substantive* way (see below). 

5 posts = 0 point deduction 

8 points: Posts are mostly substantive (based on the above 

requirements) but one post lacks substantive commentary. 

4 posts =  2 point deduction 

6 points: 2 posts lack substantive commentary.  3 posts = 4 point deduction 

4 points: 3 posts lack substantive commentary.  2 posts = 6 point deduction 

2 points: 4 posts lack substantive commentary. 1 post = 8 point deduction 

0 points: 5 posts lack substantive commentary.   0 posts = 10 point deduction 

 

Max Possible = 10 points (per reaction) x 10 reactions = 100 points (20% final grade) 

I will grade based on column A first, then column B for each discussion board.  



  

Posts that count toward your five mandatory can either be responses to existing threads 

within the discussion board for that week OR new threads within that discussion board.  

 

*SUBSTANTIVE means that the post pushes the conversation forward in such a way 

that it stimulates discussion, debate, and further questions (or the need to find new 

evidence). Think about how you engage in day-to-day conversation with a friend or 

family member. If they asked you whether you liked a movie and all you said was “yes it 

was good” then that would be a pretty boring conversation and certainly not a way to 

convince someone to see the movie or engage in a lively discussion about the plot or 

themes. Similarly, comments in a discussion board like “I agree” are not substantive 

unless supported with evidence and examples from the readings. Personal anecdotes may 

be used but these must also be supported with evidence from the readings. The best 

supporting evidence will come from external, scholarly, peer-reviewed (e.g. journal 

article) readings. 

HINTS: since you must make 5 postings to receive full credit, I advise posting at least 

one response well in advance of the due date. This gives the class time to flesh out a 

conversation. In addition, don’t put all of your thoughts into the first post! Spread them 

out over a few posts (being substantive does NOT mean that you have to pour everything 

into a single post…you’ll have nothing left for the remaining 5 posts). Finally, note that 

the Discussing Violence and Reacting to Violence activities are linked: use the great 

analytical work you did in your reaction papers to generate stimulating questions and 

discussion points for the discussion boards.  

 

4. Researching Violence: Students have 2 options for a final paper/project. Students should 

work with me early on to identify a project that best fits their personal, professional, and 

academic goals. Each project requires the submission of a 2 paragraph abstract/5 source 

annotated bibliography, first draft, and final draft. Students will also work with me to identify 

the rubric requirements for the papers. Specific requirements will be posted to Blackboard.  

 

- Option A: Traditional Research Paper or Policy Brief: identify a research 

topic of interest relating to violence and place and write a traditional research 

paper (or proposal for conducting research) based around a thesis statement. 

IRB work may be required.  

 

- Option B: Detailed Literature Review and Reading Synthesis: produce an 

advanced undergraduate or graduate-level literature review (as if for a master’s 

thesis for example) that digs deeply into a narrow research topic related to 

violence and place or synthesizes the entirety of the course’s readings and focus. 

If you choose this second option, make some general claims about the 

relationship between space, place, and violence (based upon your understanding 

of the readings) and defend those claims with evidence from the readings. 

 

COURSE POLICIES: 

 
Email Policy:  Before contacting the course instructor, students should check the syllabus first 

and make sure that any questions they intend to ask are not addressed in the syllabus. In general, 



  

I prefer that students use email correspondence primarily to: 

1. Set up a meeting with me prior to class; 

2. Notify me of impending absences, scheduling conflicts; 

3. Notify me of a beneficial opportunity for the entire class (a relevant article, film, or local 

event for example); 

4. Ask me simple questions that require brief responses; 

Students should not use email (for example) to ask: what is on the next test, will I “miss anything 

important if I don’t come to class,” questions that require detailed or more personal responses, 

etc. Students should use discretion and be courteous. 

In general, I encourage students to use email “netiquette”: 

1. Include a short and direct subject heading on all emails that includes the course number 

followed by a short subject. (Example: GEOG 4300: Discussion) 

2. Use a short salutation (Good morning David, Hello Prof. B) as this is how I will always 

address you. 

3. Keep emails short, to the point, and cordial. If there is something going on in the 

course that upsets a student, these are best left to one-on-one meetings with the 

instructor during office hours. 

I almost always respond to emails within 24 hours. However, students shouldn’t expect an 

immediate response to email inquiries. I always encourage students to plan ahead. 

Name and Pronoun Policy:  Students should feel completely comfortable contacting me prior 

to the start of class to let me know what name and gender pronouns they would like to be 

identified by. Presently, Registrar only provides instructors with students’ legal names and 

identifying characteristics.  

 

Classroom Decorum: People don’t always agree, and that is ok. However, at all times use 

respect and professional decorum in this course. Disagree but don’t be rude and avoid all ad 

hominem attacks. In addition, if you make an argument, have facts to support it and be prepared 

to share sources.  Everyone is entitled to an opinion but that does not mean that all opinions are 

equally valid. Statements and arguments without factual support and empirical evidence to back 

it up are useless, at least in this classroom.  

 

Other Policies? 

 

 



  

UNIVERSITY POLICIES: 

Academic Integrity: For the full University Academic Integrity Statement, see policy 501.13: 

https://ualr.edu/policy/home/student/academic-integrity-and-grievance/ 

As UALR student, you should make sure to review the student handbook to make sure that you 

understand both your rights and responsibilities at UALR. For this class, let me emphasize one 

key academic integrity matter: plagiarism (see below). (UA Little Rock Policy 510.13) 

 

Attendance: Each faculty member has the prerogative of setting specific attendance 

requirements for classes. In some courses, active student participation is an integral part of the 

course, and the instructor may base a portion of the students’ grades on attendance and 

participation. In general, students are expected to attend class regularly. Students who miss class 

are responsible for finding out about the material covered, homework assignments, and any 

announcements or examinations. 

On the 10th day of classes, students who have not attended in class will be administratively 

withdrawn by the instructor. Students may be administratively withdrawn from a class by the 

instructor for excessive absences during the semester (UA Little Rock Policy 404.4). 

 

Inclement Weather Policy: During inclement weather, UA Little Rock will decide whether or 

not to close based on all available information:  

1. The chancellor will decide whether conditions warrant canceling classes and activities and 

closing the campus or whether classes and activities will be canceled but with specified 

campus offices open. Online or web-enhanced classes will continue as scheduled at the 

discretion of the faculty member. 

2. The UA Little Rock website, UA Little Rock email, the university’s main telephone 

number (501.569.3000), and the Rave campus alert notification system are the official 

means of communicating information concerning weather-related closings. 

3. When necessary, the university will announce a separate decision about canceling night 

classes (those classes starting at 4:20 p.m. or later) by 2 p.m., if possible. 

4. Ordinarily, sites remote from campus such as the the Bowen Law School, the Arkansas 

Studies Institute, and the Benton Center will close or cancel classes and activities whenever 

the university does so. In some circumstances, however, a separate decision may be made 

whether or not a site remote from campus will be open or closed, and this decision will be 

announced through the university’s official means of communicating weather-related 

closings. Vice chancellors are responsible for seeing that necessary services are provided in their 

respective areas when the university is closed. Employees required to provide such services will be 

identified by their supervisors. Classified employees who must report to work when the university 

is closed due to inclement weather will be allowed compensation time of 1.5 hours for one hour 

worked. Persons who are not required to work when the university is closed will be granted 

authorized absence. Employees who do not report to work when the campus is open will be 

charged annual/compensatory leave or leave without pay. The Payroll Department will 

prescribe payroll reporting and timekeeping. 

5. The Policy Advisory Council of the University Assembly will recommend to the chancellor 

if and when missed undergraduate and graduate class days should be made up. In the event 

https://ualr.edu/policy/home/student/academic-integrity-and-grievance/
https://ualr.edu/


  

that the university is closed during a final examination day, the provost, in consultation 

with the Faculty Senate president, will reschedule any missed graduate or undergraduate 

final examinations with the exception of online exams which will continue as scheduled. 

6. Weather and road conditions vary from place to place. Employees and students are 

expected to exercise good judgment regarding the safety of travel when road conditions are 

affected by the weather. (UA Little Rock Policy 215.1) 

Non-Discrimination:                            

UA Little Rock adheres to a policy that enables all individuals, regardless of race, color, gender, 

national origin, age, religion, sexual orientation, veteran’s status, or disability, to work and study 

in an environment unfettered by discriminatory behavior or acts. Harassment of an individual or 

group will not be condoned, and any person (student, faculty, or staff member) who violates this 

policy will be subject to disciplinary action. 

Harassment that is considered discriminatory includes actions or conduct (verbal, graphic, 

gestural, or written) directed against any person or group with the intent to demean or create a 

hostile or threatening environment. It is not the intent of this policy to infringe upon or limit 

educational, scholarly, or artistic expression. Any person who believes he or she has been 

discriminated against should contact the Office of Human Relations to obtain assistance and 

information concerning the filing of a complaint. 

At the same time the university prohibits discriminatory practices, it promotes equal opportunity 

through affirmative action. Non-discriminatory affirmative action equal opportunity policies 

apply to recruitment, hiring, job classification and placement, work conditions, promotional 

opportunities, demotions/transfers, terminations, training, compensation, choice of contractors 

and suppliers of goods and services, educational opportunities, disciplinary action, recreational 

and social activities, use of facilities, housing and university-sponsored programs. 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism has various forms but is essentially the unattributed use of someone 

else’s ideas (in writing or otherwise): https://ualr.edu/writingcenter/plagiarism/ 

Passing off someone else’s work as one’s own is a serious academic offense. In addition, it is the 

fastest way to lose my respect. I want to see each individual student’s own ideas. As such, avoid 

plagiarism at all costs or face the consequences (starting with an automatic zero on that 

assignment and ending with the filing of an official report). If you have questions about what 

does or does not constitute plagiarism, the University Writing Center is a great place to start: 

https://ualr.edu/writingcenter/ 

Students with Disabilities:  If you have a documented disability (or need to document a 

disability) and need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible so that 

we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and 

the requirements of the course. The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable 

accommodations for students with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations are established 

through an interactive process among you, your instructor(s) and the DRC. Thus, if you have a 

disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 501-5693143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP). 

For more information, please visit the DRC website at ualr.edu/disability. (UA Little Rock 

Policy 404.9) 

https://ualr.edu/writingcenter/plagiarism/
https://ualr.edu/writingcenter/


  

SCHEDULE AND DUE DATES: 

Required readings are available as PDFs on Blackboard.       

Supplemental readings are found in the recommended text, Violence: The Enduring Problem.  

 

Unit 1: Social Geographic Foundation (8/20 – 9/2) 

 
Week 1 – Introduction to Social, Psychological, and Cultural Geographies  (8/20 - 8/26) 

Required Readings:  

- Introductory Content in Unit 1 on Blackboard 

- “Culture and Ideology” from Maps of Meaning (P. Jackson) 

Supplemental Readings: 

- “As American as Apple Pie (Ch 1)” from Violence: The Enduring Problem 

(A. Alvarez & R. Bachman) 

Activities:  

- Introduce yourself to your classmates and Dr. Baylis (set up virtual 

office hour session with me).  

 

Week 2 – Space, Place, Power and Violence (8/27 – 9/2) 

   Required Readings: 

- “Theorizing Violence Through an Approach toward Power” from Mapping 

Geographies of Violence (J. Brittain) 

- “Everyday Geographies of Violence” from Space, Place, and Violence (J. 

Tyner).  

- “Spaces of Hate” from Spaces of Hate (C. Flint).  

Supplemental Readings: 

- “Explaining Violence (Ch 2)” from Violence: The Enduring Problem (A. 

Alvarez & R. Bachman) 

Activities:  

- Reacting to Violence #1 (weeks 1 and 2 readings): Due Sunday, 9/2 @ 

11:59pm 

- Discussing Violence #1 (weeks 1 and 2 readings): Due Sunday, 9/2 @ 

11:59pm 

- Mapping Violence #1: Due Sunday, 9/16 @ 11:59pm 

 

Unit 2: Violence as Social and Spatial Practice (9/3 – 10/14) 
Week 3 – Violence at Home (9/3 – 9/9) 

  Required Readings: 

- “Making Violence Remarkable” from Mapping Geographies of Violence (D. 

Naugler) 

-  “Home as Refuge?” from Space, Place, and Violence (J. Tyner).  

Supplemental Readings: 

-  “Violence in the Home (Ch 5)” from Violence: The Enduring Problem (A. 

Alvarez & R. Bachman) 

Activities:  

- Reacting to Violence #2 (week 3 readings): Due Sunday, 9/9 @ 



  

11:59pm 

- Discussing Violence #2 (week 3 readings): Due Sunday, 9/9 @ 

11:59pm 

 

Week 4 – Violence in School (9/10 – 9/16) 

Required Readings: 

- “The 7 Ps of Men’s Violence from Mapping Geographies of Violence (M. 

Kaufman) 

-  “Discipline in/of School” from Space, Place, and Violence (J. Tyner).  

Supplemental Readings: 

-  “Aiding and Abetting Violence (Ch 3)” from Violence: The Enduring 

Problem (A. Alvarez & R. Bachman) 

Activities:  

- Reacting to Violence #3 (week 4 readings): Due Sunday, 9/16 @ 

11:59pm 

- Discussing Violence #3 (week 4 readings): Due Sunday, 9/16 @ 

11:59pm 

 

Week 5 – Violence in the Streets (9/17 – 9/23) 

Required Readings: 

1. “Violence Against Sex Workers: Not Part of the Job” from Mapping 

Geographies of Violence (L. Jeffrey) 

2.  “Modernity and the Serial Killer” from Space, Place, and Violence (J. Tyner).  

Supplemental Readings: 

A.  “Stranger Danger and Violence in the Streets (Ch 7)” from Violence: the 

Enduring Problem (A. Alvarez & R. Bachman) 

Activities:  

- Reacting to Violence #4 (week 5 readings): Due Sunday, 9/23 @ 

11:59pm 

- Discussing Violence #4 (week 5 readings): Due Sunday, 9/23 @ 

11:59pm 

 

Week 6 –Violence in/against/on behalf of “the Community” (9/24 – 9/30) 

Required Readings: 

- “Swamps and Slums: Exoticising the Poor” from In Their Place (S. Crossley) 

-  “Communities and Sovereign Geographies” from Space, Place, and Violence 

(J. Tyner).  

Supplemental Readings: 

-  “Crowd Violence (Ch 8)” from Violence: The Enduring Problem (A. Alvarez 

& R. Bachman) 

Activities:  

- Reacting to Violence #5 (week 6 readings): Due Sunday, 9/30 @ 

11:59pm 

- Discussing Violence #5 (week 6 readings): Due Sunday, 9/30 @ 

11:59pm 

 



  

Week 7 – SWAAG CONFERENCE: No New Readings (10/1 – 10/7) 

Activities: 

- Abstract/Annotated Bibliography: Due Sunday, 10/7 @ 11:59pm 

 

Week 8 – Violence against Nature (10/8 – 10/14) 

Required Readings: 

- “Beasts of Burden” from Placing Animals (J. Urbanik) 

- “Violence on the Land” from Mapping Geographies of Violence (L. Jeffrey) 

Supplemental Readings: 

- “Genocide (Ch 10)” from Violence: The Enduring Problem (A. Alvarez & R. 

Bachman) 

Activities: 

- Reacting to Violence #6 (week 8 readings): Due Sunday, 10/14 @ 

11:59pm 

- Discussing Violence #6 (week 8 readings): Due Sunday, 10/14 @ 

11:59pm 

 

Unit 3: Representing Violence in Space (10/15 – 11/18) 

 
Week 9 – Crime Mapping (10/15 – 10/21) 

Required Readings: (this week’s readings are dated but provide a good overview) 

- “Hotbeds of Crime” (J. Ratcliffe and M. McCullagh) 

- “Police Perceptions of High Crime Areas” (J. Ratcliffe and M. McCullagh) 

- “Crime Mapping Ethics” (J. Ratcliffe) 

Supplemental Readings: 

- For more up-to-date info on current crime mapping techniques, see the 

essential textbook, Crime Analysis with Crime Mapping (R. Santos) 

Activities: 

- Reacting to Violence #7 (week 9 and 10 readings): Due Sunday, 10/21 

@ 11:59pm 

- Discussing Violence #7 (week 9 and 10 readings): Due Sunday, 10/21 

@ 11:59pm 

 

Week 10 – Critiquing Crime Mapping (10/22 – 10/28) 

Required Readings: 

- “Knowing Crime and Deviance” from Mapping Geographies of Violence (J. 

Brittain) 

Activities: 

- Mapping Violence #2: Due Sunday, 10/28 @ 11:59pm 

 

Week 11 – Memorializing Violence in Place part 1 (10/29 – 11/4) 

Required Readings: 

- “A Landscape of Violence” from Shadowed Ground (K. Foote) 

- “The Veneration of Heroes and Martyrs” from Shadowed Ground (K. Foote) 

- “Community and Catharsis” from Shadowed Ground (K. Foote) 

Activities: 



  

- Reacting to Violence #8 (week 11 readings): Due Sunday, 11/4 @ 

11:59pm 

- Discussing Violence #8 (week 11 readings): Due Sunday, 11/4 @ 

11:59pm 

 
Week 12 – Memorializing Violence in Place part 2 (11/5 – 11/11) 

Required Readings: 

- “Heroic Lessons” from Shadowed Ground (K. Foote) 

- “Innocent Places” from Shadowed Ground (K. Foote) 

- “The Mark of Shame” from Shadowed Ground (K. Foote) 

Activities: 

- Reacting to Violence #9 (week 12 readings): Due Sunday, 11/11 @ 

11:59pm 

- Discussing Violence #9 (week 12 readings): Due Sunday, 11/11 @ 

11:59pm 

 
Week 13 – Memorializing Violence in Place part 3 (11/12 – 11/18) 

Required Readings: 

- “The Land-Shape of Memory and Tradition” from Shadowed Ground (K. 

Foote) 

- “Stigmata of National Identity” from Shadowed Ground (K. Foote) 

- “Invisible and Shadowed Pasts” from Shadowed Ground (K. Foote) 

Activities: 

- Reacting to Violence #10 (week 13 readings): Due Sunday, 11/18 @ 

11:59pm 

- Discussing Violence #10 (week 13 readings): Due Sunday, 11/18 @ 

11:59pm 

 

Unit 4: Violent Ends (11/19 – 12/9) 

 
**Thanksgiving/Fall Break (11/19 - 11/23) 

 

Week 14 -First Draft Due: Workshopping: (11/26 – 12/2) 

  Activities: 

- Mapping Violence #3: Due Monday, 11/26 @ 11:59pm 

- Draft 1:  Due Monday, 11/26 @ 11:59pm 

 

Week 15: Final Draft Due: (12/3 – 12/9) 

  Activities: 

- Final Draft: Due Monday, 12/9 @ 11:59pm 


