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Dr. Thomas Kaiser Retires
Thomas E. Kaiser has been a member of the UALR faculty since 1976
and a History Professor since 1994. Dr. Kaiser is a specialist in the
history of eighteenth-century France, currently working on a book
entitled “Marie-Antoinette and the Austrian Plot, 1748-1794” and has
won grants and fellowships from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, the American Council of Learned Societies, the Center for
the History of Freedom, and the National Humanities Center. He was
also a Fellow at the United States Memorial Holocaust Museum. He has
served on the Board of Editors of the Journal of Modern History and
French Historical Studies. In 2001, he received the UALR University
Faculty Research Excellence Award. He was featured on the History
Channel in a program devoted to Marie-Antoinette. Tom plans on
continuing his affair with Marie, but now in the great state of Maryland.

Dr. Jeff Kyong-McClain also Departs
After nine years with us, Dr. Kyong-McClain is departing for new
adventures in Moscow, Idaho, where he will be the Director of the
University of Idaho’s Confucian Institute. Jeff originally hails from
Minneapolis, Minnesota and spent three years living in Chengdu, the
capital of Sichuan province in southwestern China. At UA Little Rock,
he taught courses on East Asian history, his favorites being Modern China
and Modern Korea. Dr. Kyong-McClain’s research interests included
nationalism, Sino-Western exchange, history of social sciences,
southwestern China, and Republican China. With Dr. Porter, he co-led
three trips to China, one to Korea, and one to Southeast Asia for UA Little
Rock students. We wish him our best in his future endeavors.
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Three Countries and Two World Heritage Sites in One Spring Break
For the fifth iteration of History and Geography Study Abroad, just visiting one country was not enough. Rather,
Dr. Porter and Dr. Kyong-McClain, along with Dr. Kirk and eight students traveled to China, Vietnam and
Cambodia. After a 16 hour flight from Chicago, the group touched down in Hong Kong (China), where they
visited the Big Buddha of Ngong Ping, Victoria Peak, and ate the local squid dishes. In Hanoi (Vietnam), the
group visited numerous historic and cultural sites, including the Temple of Literature, the One-Pillar Pagoda, and
the Hoa Lo Prison Museum (Hanoi Hilton). Also in Hanoi, they spent the better part of a day participating in
cultural exchange with the students and faculty of Vietnam's University of Transport and Communication (UTC),
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which culminated in a soccer match between the two schools (the final score UTC reported was 2-2, but let's just
say they were very gracious hosts). The group then took a three-hour bus ride to Halong Bay, and spent a night
on a boat in this amazingly beautiful bay, full of karst islands, and deserving of its World Heritage designation.
Then, it was on to Siem Reap (Cambodia), where the highlight was clearly the second World Heritage site of the
trip: Angkor Wat and the surrounding temple complex. Students (and faculty) minds were opened to the wide
variety of histories and cultures of Southeast Asia on this trip. One can hope for many more such study abroad
offerings from the History Department going forward, helping to create in our students a truly global vision.

New Peer Tutoring Program
In the Spring 2018 semester, the History Department initiated the Peer Tutoring Program. The program is
designed to provide academic support for the students enrolled in all the sections of the four core history courses,
including US History to and from 1877 and the History of Civilization I and II. Our first four peer tutors are
Jorden Berberian (US History since 1877), Ian Hennelly (History of Civilization I), Nicholson Weaver (US
History to 1877), and Aaron Whitt (History of Civilization II). All the peer tutors are advanced history majors
who enthusiastically share their knowledge, skills, and love for history with their less advanced peers, many of
whom are in their first year of college and learning new approaches to history and history education. The peer
tutors regularly offer help with homework and exam preparations but are also available to chat with the students
about how to study history effectively and, perhaps most importantly, how to fall in love with history. The History
Department’s Peer Tutoring Program was established by, and is under the direction of, Dr. Marta Cieslak.

Where Alexander the Great Had Never Gone Before and Fortunately Not Since!
This Spring, continuing in this fine new tradition, the Department once again in
conjunction with Dr. Anson’s seminar, Alexander the Great, is offering another film
festival roasting and toasting the individual whose military campaigns brought Greek
culture to the East as far as the Indus River Valley. There have already been shown two
Hollywood versions of the great conqueror
starring respectively Richard Burton and
Colin Farrell. The pièce de résistance will
be shown on April 25, the 1963 unaired TV
pilot (finally shown as a TV movie in
1968), starring, William Shatner. Yes,
you can see where Captain Kirk never went
before or since. The movie also stars Adam West, the future TV
Batman, although he is not adorned in his tights and cowl here. How
this pilot did not make it as a series is truly hard to understand.

Yale University Scholarship Honors Carl Moneyhon
Former UA Little Rock student Tod Kersten made a donation to Yale University for the purposes of establishing
the Carl Moneyhon Scholarship. “It was a totally unexpected thing,” Moneyhon said. “I am retiring next year,
and he was one of my very first students. I’m very honored that he thought of us. You work 43 years teaching
everything from freshmen to graduate students, and the vast majority go through your life and you never know
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what happened to them. This lets me know that my teaching has had an impact after all these years. It makes you
realize what a remarkable opportunity being a university educator is.”

National History Day 2018
Dr. Mann thanks the History Department, alumni, and the Ottenheimer Library for helping to put on a successful
Central Arkansas History Day competition in March. About 300 6-12 grade students competed in paper,
documentary, performance, exhibit, and website categories. Dr. Mann is also helping to run the state competition
at UCA on April 7. This year's History Day theme was Conflict and Compromise in History.

Dr. Kristin Mann Directs New Grant
The UA Little Rock Center for Arkansas History and Culture (CAHC) has
received a grant to create sets of digitized historical materials related to
Arkansas and tied to Arkansas State Social Studies Frameworks and the
Arkansas Disciplinary Literacy Frameworks for use in elementary, middle, and
high schools.
The $19,997 grant is sponsored in part by the Library of Congress Teaching
with Primary Sources Midwest Region located at Illinois State University. The
Center is joined in the grant by the UA Little Rock Department of History and
its Social Studies Education program and the Little Rock School District.
With these and matching funds, the partners will host workshops for master teachers to identify digitized
photographs and documents from the Library of Congress and from CAHC’s own collections to be combined into
topical primary source sets tailored to state education frameworks. Teachers will field test the sets during the fall
of 2018. The partners will also build a website to serve as a portal for teachers to find and download the materials.
Dr. Kristin Mann, professor of history and coordinator of the Social Studies Education program, will serve as
project director. According to Dr. Mann, “When teachers have easy, online access to primary sources about
Arkansas, they can create engaging activities and lessons that connect local events and places to national and
international events and places. Working with primary sources helps students ask historical questions, think
critically, and write analytically, developing skills they need for civic life, college, and the workplace.”
“As an archives, we value the preservation of the materials of history, but we are equally committed to making
sure those materials are used to answer important questions and to understand how past events have shaped our
story,” noted Dr. Deborah Baldwin, Associate Provost for CAHC. Story by Angelita Faller

Public History News
The following students defended their M.A. theses this spring:
Hunter Bennett, “Building a Digital Museum for Lincoln County, Arkansas”
Michael Fondren, “The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union and the Government: An Arkansas Case Study,
1879-1980”
Erik Brun, “Creating a Community around the Ninety-Ninth Infantry Battalion”
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Alumni News
Nancy Hall, one of our recent graduates, was the runner-up for the F. Hampton Roy Award, an essay contest
sponsored by the Pulaski County Historical Society of Arkansas! She was presented with a framed certificate and
a check for $200. Her essay about the desegregation of Fisher's Bar-B-Q restaurant will soon be published in the
Pulaski County Historical Review.
UA Little Rock History Graduates at Work
Ashley Haning, class of 2017, is teaching AP U.S. History and government and economics, as well as coaching
volleyball and softball, at Joe T. Robinson High School in the Pulaski County Special School District.
BJ Paschal, class of 2017, is teaching social studies and coaching football and track at DeWitt High School.
Graduates of the M.A. program have recently accepted the following positions:
Joseph Alley, Assistant Registrar, Historic Arkansas Museum
Cody Berry, Columnist, Saline Courier
Danielle Butler, Archivist, Butler Center for Arkansas History, CALS
Mike Criswell, Assistant Director of Education, Mosaic Templars Cultural Center
Jessica Erwin, Archival Assistant, Arkansas State Archives
Joshua Fischer, Archival Assistant, Arkansas State Archives, Southwest Regional Branch
CaLee M. Henderson, Digital Initiatives Librarian, UAMS Library
Shelby Linck, Architectural Historian, Terracon Consultants (Columbia, South Carolina)
Emily Noah, Development Associate, McDonald Observatory, University of Texas (Austin, Texas)
Shakeelah Rahmaan, Curator, United Methodist Museum
Bridget Wood, Digital Archivist, Arkansas State Archives
Adrienne (McGill) Jones, Archivist, Center for Arkansas History and Culture
Jared Craig, Planning/Preservation Director, Capital Zoning Commission

Phi Alpha Theta News
Phi Alpha Theta, the History Honor Society, will induct its latest
class in a ceremony on April 26, 2018. New members are: Hunter
Alane Bennett, Paola Cavallari, Cameron E. Dixon, Scott F. Foltz,
Steven M. Gipson, Lyle Grisham, Hannah Elizabeth Ramsey, Susan
Rankins, Ellis Eugene Thompson, Breanna Leighann Walter, and
Michael A. White. The group had a tour of the L.C. and Daisy Bates
Museum to conclude the fall semester.

History Scholarship Recipients
More than $15,000 in scholarships and awards were presented to our bachelors and masters students this spring
by the History Department. Recipients are Ian Gaebel, Morgan Guzman, Tyrene Jones, Amy King, Jade Kitchel,
Crystal Shurley. Devin Sorrows, Kyna Stys, Nancy Tell-Hall, Ellis Thompson, and Rachel Walters. The History
Department is grateful to its many benefactors and always welcomes new contributions (see back page for
scholarship descriptions).
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December History Graduates Excel
Congratulations to our students awarded degrees at December commencement. Students awarded History degrees
included Steve Angel, Mark Ford, Nancy Tell-Hall, Kathryn Thompson, and Eugene Wilkerson; our
History/Secondary Education graduates were Brian Begley, Zach Dennis, Alexa Grant, Morgan Guzman, Lauren
Johnson, Jade Kitchel, and Jeri Maghoney. These 12 students posted a cumulative 3.48 GPA. Seven of the 12
graduated summa cum laude or magna cum laude!

Don’t Miss UA Little Rock History Social Media
Don’t forget to like our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ualrhistory/. On our active feed, you’ll find
information on student events, faculty and department news and announcements.

Cheers to the Department of History semester assessment retreat!

History Institute News
The University History Institute, now in its twenty-seventh season, is a nonprofit Arkansas corporation, an
organization of private citizens interested in history and in community support for the University of Arkansas at
Little Rock. The officers and board of directors of the Institute represent a cross section of the Central Arkansas
community. The University History Institute sponsors "Evenings with History," a series of subscription lectures
by professors in the History Department that helps to raise money to support the scholarly efforts of the
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Department. The tentative schedule for the 2018-2019 "Evenings with History" series include: October 2, 2018,
Michael Heil, "Truth and Deception in early Medieval Law;" November 13, 2018, Edward Anson, "The Real
Ancient Spartans"; December 4, 2018, Kristin Mann, "Bajo de campana: Living 'Under the Bell' in New Spain";
February 5, 2019, Brian K. Mitchell, "When the Depths Don’t give up their Dead: Exploring New Primary sources
about the Elaine Race Massacre"; March 5, 2019, Charles Romney, "Defining the American Empire"; and April
2, 2019, Carl Moneyhon, "The End of Reconstruction and the Long-term Cost of Conservative Redemption".
Anyone interested in the series is welcome to attend a lecture to see if you would be interested in supporting the
Institute. Please contact Professor Moneyhon for additional information.

Faculty News

Edward M. Anson, Professor of History continues as an Associate Editor of the Ancient History Bulletin,
Assessor for Classics for the Australian Research Council, an agency of the Australian national government that
awards grants to researchers, and is a fellow of the University of Waterloo’s Institute for Hellenistic Studies. He
has served as an external reviewer for two Masters theses: “From Babylon to Ipsus: Early Life and Career of
Seleucus Nicator, 315-301 B.C.E.”, for The University of Queensland, Australia; “The Aspects of Ai Khanoum’s
Hellenistic Foundation,” University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand. Has in press, “Ptolemy and the
Destruction of the First Regency,” in Ptolemy Soter: A Self-Made Man, Oxbow Books; and “Alexander the Great:
A Life Lived as Legend,” in Alexander the Great and Propaganda, Taylor and Francis. He has signed contracts
with Franke and Timme for “Eumenes of Cardia,” “Epitropos,” “Ephemerides,” and “The Army Assembly,” in
The Lexicon of Argead Macedonia; a chapter titled “Hellenistic Warfare,” for Wiley-Blackwell’s Companion to
Greek Warfare. He will give a paper this May at the University of Alberta, titled, “Philip and Alexander and the
Nature of Their Personal Kingship.” He is co-editor and is contributing a chapter for Affective relations and personal
bonds in Hellenistic Antiquity: A Festschrift honouring the career of Elizabeth D. Carney, tentatively accepted
by Oxford University Press. He has reviewed articles for publication for the Classical Quarterly and the Ancient
History Bulletin, and is reviewing Pierre Briant’s Alexandre: Exégèse des lieux communs, for the American
Historical Review. He currently serves on one departmental and four University committees. He continues as a
faculty Senator; finished his 12th consecutive Little Rock Half Marathon, and finished second in his age division
in 5K race held the day before the half-marathon (19th in my age division in the half).
Marta Cieslak, visiting Assistant Professor, presented her research at the annual conferences of the Polish
American Historical Association in Washington, DC, and the Council of European Studies in Chicago. In
Washington, she presented a paper on poverty and assimilation among Polish immigrants in Buffalo, New York,
at the turn of the 20th century. The paper is scheduled to be published at the end of 2018 by the Cornell University
Press in an edited volume. In Chicago, she presented research on her most recent project that examines the unique
experience of Polish women in Poland and in the United States at the time of the mass pre-1914 transatlantic
migration. While in Washington, Dr. Cieslak also attended the Polish American Historical Association awards
ceremony, hosted by the Ambassador of Poland to the United States, where she received the Swastek Prize. The
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prize is awarded for the best article published during the previous year in a given volume of Polish American
Studies. In the classroom, Dr. Cieslak has once again collaborated with Sarah Bost, Student Success Archivist at
the Center for Arkansas History and Culture (CAHC). In her History of Civilization II sections, the students used
a set of primary sources from the CAHC to learn how local archives can be used to study not only Arkansas but
also European and world history. They examined a series of primary sources related to World War I, exploring
the subjects of historical analysis, inconsistencies in primary sources, and how historians formulate research
questions. In Women in World History, the students are working with images from the CAHC and the Butler
Center for Arkansas Studies to incorporate the history of Arkansas women into the history of women in the world.
The students are currently completing academic posters that will present their semester-long research. The posters
will feature selected archival images and historical connections between women in Arkansas and women in other
regions of the world. Dr. Cieslak is also coordinating the undergraduate internship program. In the spring
semester, the History Department placed nine advanced majors in various public history institutions across Little
Rock, where the interns are engaged in a variety of fascinating projects ranging from the digitization of the
historical records of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission at the Arkansas State Library to researching the
Trail of Tears at the Sequoya National Research Center, creating a Character Collection item at the CAHC, and
contributing to the educational program at the Mosaic Templars Cultural Center.
Michael Heil, Assistant Professor of History, continues to research and write on the legal culture of early
medieval Europe. He presented his research at three academic conferences in the past year and in July will give
a paper, “Using Canon Law in Late Ninth-Century Northern Italy,” at the International Medieval Congress in
Leeds, UK. He continues to chair the department’s curriculum committee for the second year running and this
semester taught a new online seminar exploring the age of Charlemagne. Along with Dr. Anson he represented
the department on the UA Little Rock team in the Little Rock Half Marathon, and in February he co-hosted the
Arkansas Chinese American Association’s Spring Festival Gala to welcome in the year of the dog.
Barclay Key, Associate Professor of History, advised all of the secondary education students this semester and
conducted all of the concurrent enrollment observations for the department. He spoke on the "1967 Little Rock
Crisis" at the March meeting of the History Institute and tried to convince fourth graders that history was a great
profession at Gibbs Elementary School's Career Day. Two book reviews on Jack Bales, ed., Willie Morris:
Shifting Interludes, and Robert Hunt Ferguson, Remaking the Rural South: Interracialism,Christian Socialism,
and Cooperative Farming in Jim Crow Mississippi, will be published in upcoming issues of the Arkansas
Review and Arkansas Historical Quarterly.
John Kirk, George W. Donaghey Distinguished Professor of History and Director of UA Little Rock’s Joel E.
Anderson Institute on Race and Ethnicity was on Off Campus Duty Assignment (OCDA) this semester, working
on completing a documentary reader with commentaries The Civil Rights Movement: A Documentary Reader for
one of the world’s leading academic publishers Wiley-Blackwell, as well as continuing research on his biography
of former Arkansas governor Winthrop Rockefeller. Kirk was delighted to see his student Nancy Tell-Hall win
runner-up in the 2018 F. Hampton Roy Award for best manuscript in Pulaski County History from the Pulaski
County Historical Society, and to see Nancy’s article, “An ODD Story: The Desegregation of Fisher’s Bar-B-Q
in Little Rock, Arkansas” published in the Pulaski County Historical Review 66 (Spring 2018): 19-26. Meanwhile,
Kirk was also busy writing a couple of pieces for the Arkansas Times, “He Founded a Movement: How Pine Bluff
attorney William Harold Flowers made the NAACP a force to be reckoned with in Arkansas,” February 1, 2018,
1, 16-19, and “State case helped halt segregation: But Arkansas is turning the clock back,” March 22, 2018, 1415. He gave several media interviews, including being interviewed and cited by Bobby Ross, Jr. in his article
“Tears and fears: Church teen killed by Arkansas Police,” The Christian Chronicle 75:2 (February 2018): 1, 8-9;
interviewed on Newsradio 102.9 KARN (Little Rock) First News with Kevin Miller, “Arkansas Civil Rights
History Tour App and Arkansas Civil Rights Heritage Trail,” February 12, 2018 (the App was also featured in a
full-page color spread for Black History Month in the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette); and featured guest on KABZ
103.7 The Buzz (Little Rock) “The Show with No Name” with David Bazzel on “Civil Rights History in
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Arkansas,” February 24, 2018. On April 4, Kirk spoke on the steps of the Arkansas State Capitol in a ceremony
to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., which included inducting ten
new honorees on to the Arkansas Civil Rights Heritage Trail, with this year’s theme centering on Gov. Winthrop
Rockefeller. He was also a panel participant at the AETN screening of “I Am Not Your Negro” (dir. Raoul Peck,
2016), Arts and Science Center for Southeast Arkansas, Pine Bluff, Arkansas, January 13, 2018; moderated a
panel on “The Call: Community Conversation,” a discussion on issues of transracial adoption related to the Tanya
Barfield play “The Call,” at the Arkansas Repertory Theater, Little Rock, Arkansas, February 1, 2018; featured
as speaker on “Learning from the Little Rock Nine,” at the 2018 Southeast Journalism Conference (SEJC),
Harding University, Searcy, Arkansas, February 17, 2018; featured as a speaker at the UA Little Rock Department
of Theater Arts and Dance performance of Branden Jacobs-Jenkins’ play “An Octoroon” on “Legacies of the
Delta Slavery Economy” Sunday, February 21, 2018; and was the keynote speaker at the induction ceremony of
the University of Central Arkansas’s Sociology Department Epsilon Chapter of the Alpha Kappa Delta
International Honor Society, March 8, 2018, UCA, Conway, Arkansas. Kirk also wrote the fifteenth annual Racial
Attitudes in Pulaski County report on “Education” and organized a conference panel for its release on Tuesday,
April 24, 10:30 a.m. to noon in the Legends Room of the Jack Stephens Building on campus (mark your diaries
and come along!). Moreover, Kirk found time to accompany eight students and two faculty on a spring break
study abroad trip to Hong Kong, Hanoi, Halong Bay and Siem Reap, where he made a notable contribution on
the field of play in a 7-a-side (real, as opposed to American) football game against a select Vietnamese University
of Transport and Communications side. Especially remarkable was his Diego Maradona-esque World Cup 1986
quarter-finals-like goal that saw his meandering full-length pitch run with the ball seemingly stuck to his feet
baffle the opposition with a flurry of jinks and turns, ending with an adroit right-foot finish across the face of goal
before plunging palm-first into the harsh and unforgiving AstroTurf to receive his well-earned soccer stigmata
which he bore for the rest of the trip for his efforts. Kirk received the award for most industrious player too,
covering on average 3.2 miles more across the 14-minute game than all the students combined, double that number
for faculty, one of who managed to linger around in the opposition penalty area long enough to see the ball
ricochet off him for a second goal, only to find himself subsequently booked by the referee with a yellow card
caution for what was deemed the “mid-life crisis level” offense of sliding celebratorily across the aforementioned
AstroTurf, stripping his dreams of glory, not to mention his knees and shins to the bone in the process. We all
loved the smell of Neosporin in the morning.
Jeff Kyong-McClain, Associate Professor of History, in Spring 2018, co-led a Study Abroad trip to Southeast
Asia (see story above), taught classes on Modern China and Asian Thought (Donaghey Scholars), published a
book review in the Journal of Chinese Military History, and served as a reviewer for the Hong Kong Research
Grants Council.
Kristin Dutcher Mann, Professor of History, has been on OCDA during the spring 2018 semester. During this
time, she has been conducting research about bells in the Spanish empire, a topic upon which she presented a
paper in Washington, D.C. last October. She is completing a book chapter about Franciscans and bells for a
forthcoming (2019) anthology about the Franciscan missionary presence in New Spain. During her semester offcampus, she also applied for and received a $20,000 grant from the Library of Congress to work with local
teachers to prepare sets of primary source documents connecting Arkansas History with U.S. and world history,
economics, civics and geography. She and CAHC Digital Initiatives Director, Chad Garrett, will be presenting
about connecting local history with U.S. and world history through primary sources at the National Council for
History Education conference in San Antonio, Texas, in late April. Dr. Mann is also a collaborator on the National
Endowment for the Humanities grant, Mapping Renewal, which was also funded this spring by the NEH. The
Mapping Renewal pilot project will bring together humanities scholars and technical specialists focused on
creating access to and providing context to spatial segregation and urban renewal in the city of Little Rock,
Arkansas, for scholars, educators, and the general public through the digitization of maps, architectural drawings,
reports, and architectural photographs related. Dr. Mann is responsible for educational outreach on this grant.
Brian Mitchell, Assistant Professor of History, completed a book chapter, When the Depths Don’t Give up Their
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Dead: A Discussion on New Primary Sources and How They are Reshaping Debate on the Elaine Race Massacre
in The Elaine Massacre and Arkansas: A Century of Atrocity and Resistance, 1819 -1919. Little Rock:
University of Arkansas Press. I also completed the geocoding of historic locations for Origins of New Orleans’
Free Black Community for Michigan State University’s new Enslaved: People of the Historic Slave Trade
Database. Additionally, I gave several scholarly presentations, lectures, key note speeches, and participated in
the following panels: The MLK50 Delta Comission of Phillips County: Civil Rights and Social Justice Awards
Ceremony, "The Elaine Massacre: The Price of Dissent," Delta Cultural Museum and the MLK50 Delta
Commission of Phillips County, Historic New Light Baptist Church, Helena, AR, United States (April 8, 2018);
Panelist, UALR Diversity Week, "Diversity Week: Black Panther Discussion Panel," UALR Office of Student
Affairs, Donaghey Student Center, Little Rock, United States. (March 26, 2018).Panther Discussion Panel,"
UALR Office of Student Affairs, Donaghey Student Center, Little Rock, United States. (March 26, 2018);
Moderator / Designer, "Black Panther: A Panel Discussion," Anderson Institute on Race & Ethnicity, Ottenheimer
Library, Little Rock, AR, United States. (March 14, 2018); Presenter / Panelist, 59 Since 1959: Remembering the
Tragedy at Wrightsville Program, "Black Boys Burning: The 1959 Fire at the Negro Boys Industrial School," The
Department of Arkansas Heritage, Mosaic Templars Cultural Center, Little Rock. (March 3, 2018); (Lecturer,
Black History Month Lecture Series, "Black Panther: Not Just Another Marvel Movie," Henderson State
University - History Department, Garrison Center Lecture Hall, Arkadelphia, AR, United States. (February 27,
2018); Presenter, An Octoroon, "What Happens on the Frontier: A Discussion of Race, Sex, and Class in
Louisiana," Department of Theatre Arts and Dance, Haslip Theatre: University of Arkansas Little Rock, Little
Rock, AR, United States. (February 23, 2018); Lecturer, 201810 Spring: ST: African American Theatre (01),
"The Elaine Massacre: Racial Violence in 1919," UALR - Theatre Department, Classroom Stabler Hall 1111.
(February 14, 2018); Panelist, The Great Expedition: Exploring the Louisiana Purchase and Its Impact, "The
Impact of Free Blacks and slavery in the Louisiana Territory," Fusion: Arts & Humanities Arkansas (Quapaw
Tribe) & Clinton Presidential Center, Clinton Presidential Center, Little Rock, AR, United States. (February 12,
2018); Panelist, The Great Expedition: Exploring the Louisiana Purchase and Its Impact, "The Impact of the
Louisiana Purchase," Fusion: Arts & Humanities Arkansas (Quapaw Tribe) & Clinton Presidential Center,
Clinton Presidential Center, Little Rock, AR, United States. (February 11, 2018); PI, 201810 Spring: ST: African
American Theatre (01), "The Complexity of Blackness in New Orleans," UALR - Theatre Department,
Classroom. (January 31, 2018). Lastly, I expanded my scholarly and public service obligations by accepting seats
on the following boards: The Pulaski County Historical Society, The Arkansas School for the Blind, and Michigan
State University’s, Matrix: Slave Biographies.
Carl Moneyhon, Professor of History, presented a paper, "George T. Ruby -- The Radical Origins of Texas's
Black State Senator," at the Texas State Historical Association this March. The paper was drawn from his book
length manuscript on Ruby that he is finishing this semester and is to be published by Texas Christian University
Press. He also has been working on a book chapter entitled "The Battle of Helena, the Little Rock Campaign, and
Protecting Missouri," that will be part of Earl Hess and Lorien Foote, eds. Oxford Handbook of the Civil War, to
be published next year by Oxford University Press. His "Complex Character of Post-Civil War Reconstruction,
1863-1877," will appear this fall in Mark Christ, ed., A Confused and Confusing Affair: Arkansas After the Civil
War. His role as an author and editor in the Portraits of Conflict series published by the University of Arkansas
Press somehow has gotten him pegged as knowledgeable about art and photography and led to consulting work
with Dr. Paul D. Schweizer of the Munson-Williams-Proctor Art Institute of Utica, New York, on the possible
relationship between Albert Pike's poem, "Voyage of Life" and Thomas Cole's paintings, "The Voyage of Life,"
and assignment as a referee for a manuscript on Railroad photography and Native Americans. This spring he has
been teaching the usual two sections of American History survey and his Gilded Age course examining the United
States in the late 19th century and also continuing his service as the History Department liaison with the University
History Institute.
Jess Porter, Chair of History, Associate Professor and Coordinator of Geography, is navigating a period of
remarkable faculty and staff turnover. Beyond saying goodbye to longtime colleagues and welcoming new faces
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to the Department, Jess continues teaching responsibilities, highlighted by a study abroad course to Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Hong Kong (see article above) and has enjoyed increasing his participation in the department’s
graduate program by serving on several thesis committees. This spring he attended the American Association of
Geographers Annual Meeting in New Orleans, where he presented a co-authored paper with UA Little Rock
Interdisciplinary Studies MA student Patrick Solomon. “Canebrake Habitat in 19th Century Arkansas” is a mixedmethods approach to assessing historical biogeography in Arkansas.
Charles Romney, Associate Professor, continues to coordinate the M.A. program in public history. In March he
spoke at the 43rd Porter Fortune Symposium at the University of Mississippi. The symposium, “Organizing
Agribusiness from Farm to Factory: Toward a New History of America’s Most Ambitious Labor Union,” included
scholars from anthropology, food studies, and history.
Jim Ross, Associate Professor of History, published his book on the Southern Tenant Farmers Union this
semester. It is available from the University of Tennessee Press. He also worked with secondary education social
studies students while Dr. Mann was away. He continues to research and write with Dr. Key on the Little Rock
School District from 1958 to the present. He also taught a new class on the history of Hip Hop and African
American identity. The class was well received by students. He is also preparing for two new classes over the
next two semesters. One is the History of the Apocalypse: From Daniel to Dylan. The second is on The History
of Film in the United States.
Simon Hosken, UA Little Rock Adjunct Professor of History spoke at the African Americans in Arkansas’s Rural
History event, with a talk titles The Hospital in the Cotton Field: Desegregating Hospital Access in the Delta,”
about Crittenden Memorial Hospital in West Memphis, Arkansas and how, when it opened in 1951, was the first
hospital in the tri-state area to provide equal access to hospital care.

In Memoriam
Domorion Williams was pursuing a minor in History and was
an important contributor to Dr. Brian Mitchell's research on
the Elaine massacre and Dr. Jim Ross' class on the history of
hip hop music. We mourn with his family and thank them for
sharing Domorion with us. May he rest in peace.
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UALR History Department Student Scholarships
The UALR History Department each spring semester awards a number of student scholarships provided by the generosity
of donors. The department welcomes additions to these endowments that will allow us to make more awards and to help
more of our students. We also welcome and encourage new endowed named scholarships. All contributions are tax
deductible.
The Ruby M. Duke Ancient History Award. Awarded to a student "majoring in History with a demonstrated interest in
Ancient History."
Booker Worthen Scholarship. Awarded to a full-time or part-time UALR History major with a minimum of 80 credit hours.
Academic accomplishment and financial need are considered. Booker Worthen founded Worthen National Bank, which
became the largest bank holding company in the state. The scholarship was created by his family to honor his memory.
Craig Powell Memorial Scholarship. Awarded to a History major with a minimum of 54 credit hours, the last 15 or more
having been taken at UALR. A minimum GPA of 3.0 is required. The applicant must demonstrate a positive attitude toward
learning. Craig Powell was a promising UALR student who was killed in a tragic accident. The scholarship was created in
his name by his parents.
David O. Demuth Scholarship. Awarded to a History major with a minimum of 54 credit hours, the last 15 hours or more
having been taken at UALR. A minimum GPA of 3.5 is required. The applicant’s potential for further study in History is
considered. David Demuth was a history major and a graduate of UALR, a prominent businessman, and civic leader.
Richard B. Dixon Scholarship. Awarded to a History major with a minimum of 54 credit hours, the last 15 or more having
been taken at UALR. A minimum GPA of 3.0 is required. The applicant must demonstrate a positive attitude toward
learning. A professor in the History Department at UALR for twenty-three years, the scholarship was established in his
name by his former students.
Jack Freshour Scholarship. Awarded to a Public History M.A. student with a grade point average of 3.0 undergraduate or
3.25 graduate, taking a minimum of 9 hours per semester. Jack Freshour was a longtime supporter of UALR and the History
Department.
Little Rock Nine Endowed Scholarship. Awarded to a Public History M.A. student working in the area of race relations and
community development. Academic accomplishment and financial need are considered.
Mabel W. Formica and Santo D. Formica History Endowment. Awarded to History students for scholarships and special
projects. A portion of the fund also sponsors visiting external speakers in History. Mabel and Santo Formica were a married
couple who in their “golden years” returned to college and became both students in the History program and ardent
supporters of the department.
C. Fred Williams Endowed Scholarship in Public History. Named in memory of C. Fred Williams a former chair and
professor of History.
Dr. Edward Madden and Lucy Dorothy Anson III Award. Awarded to the outstanding graduating History major as selected
by the faculty of the History Department. This award was established to honor the parents of a current history faculty
member.
Lee and Paula Johnson Travel Scholarship. Awarded to assist students in the History Department to pursue a study
abroad program at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.
Please make checks out to UALR History Department followed by the relevant scholarship in brackets and mail to c/o Dr.
Jess Porter, History Department Chair, University of Arkansas at Little Rock, 2801 South University Avenue, Little Rock, AR
72204-1099.
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