
HIST 1311: History of Civilization I (Online) 
Spring 2019 

http://blackboard.ualr.edu/ 
 
Instructor: Dr. Michael Heil  
Office: Stabler Hall 604J (in the History Department)  
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 3-4 PM, and by appointment 
Email: mwheil@ualr.edu or via Blackboard message  
 
Course Description 
This course is a survey of human history from the beginnings of civilization to the sixteenth 
century CE. In addition to developing familiarity with key topics in early world history, students 
will gain experience reading and interpreting historical sources. 
 
Required Readings 

• Textbook: Wiesner-Hanks et al., A History of World Societies: Value Edition, volume 1 
(to 1600). Eleventh edition: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2015. ISBN: 9781319059293. A copy 
of the textbook is on two-hour reserve in Ottenheimer Library. [=HWS on the schedule] 

Note: it is also fine to use the tenth edition of this textbook (ISBN: 9781457685323). This 
has essentially the same content as the eleventh edition, but the pagination is different. If 
you will be using the tenth edition, you can contact me for the proper page numbers for 
the weekly readings. 

• Primary source readings will be posted in the relevant folder on Blackboard, usually as 
PDF documents. These readings, just as much as the textbook, are required. 

 
Course Objectives 

• Students will demonstrate knowledge of historical events and actors, including the 
development of political, economic, and social structures, and the development of 
scientific, mathematical, and technological knowledge to 1600.  

• Students will demonstrate understanding of the impact of historical events and actors on 
the human experience over time, including the present. 

• Students will be able to demonstrate the causes and effects in the rise and fall of empires 
and the development of civilizations, including their effects on different ethnic, social, 
political, and economic groups within societies. 

• Students will be able to discuss changes in science and technology to 1600, and 
understand how technological changes impact civilization. 

• Students will be able to communicate historical knowledge in written and oral forms. 
• Students will use critical thinking and analytical skills to examine primary and secondary 

source documents. 
• Students will connect and compare primary and secondary source documents from 

multiple perspectives. 
• Students will use evidence from written and visual sources to draw conclusions and 

support an argument. 
• Students will learn to locate and distinguish between primary and secondary sources. 

Students will evaluate sources, including websites, to determine if they are appropriate, 
scholarly sources. 



• Students will understand the principles of academic integrity, including how to cite 
sources. 

• Students will investigate the role of diverse populations in shaping the history of 
civilization. 

• Students will be able to discuss multiple perspectives on the past, and the ethical 
implications of the uses of history in the public sphere. 

 
Course Activities 
In addition to completing weekly readings and watching video lectures, students will 
take quizzes, participate in class discussion boards, and take three essay exams. Due dates are 
indicated on the course schedule. 
 
Grading 
Each assignment is assigned a point value: quizzes are worth 10 points each, discussions 20 
points each (with the exception of the first week's discussion), and exams 100 points each. There 
are 550 total points in the semester. The due dates for these assignments are indicated on the 
course schedule. 
 
Late Work 
It is very important that students keep on schedule. Quizzes cannot be completed after the due 
date. Exams and discussion posts will receive late penalties of 10 points for each 24-hour period 
beyond the due date. Discussion posts submitted in the last six hours before the due date will be 
penalized 3 points, as late posts are a hindrance to meaningful and substantive discussion with 
your classmates. Do not leave assignments to the last minute (or the last hour, or even the last 
day): unexpected technical problems are not a valid excuse for late work. 
 
One of the great benefits of an online class is flexibility: you can complete the weekly readings, 
lectures, and activities at any point during the week. But this flexibility means that you need to 
make a conscious effort to keep yourself on schedule. It is vitally important for your success that 
you log onto the course page and participate in the class frequently. There is at least one 
assignment due every week of the course, and often multiple assignments. Students who do not 
log on for two consecutive weeks may be administratively dropped from the class. 
 
Getting Help 
You are always welcome to contact me, by Blackboard message or by email, if you have 
questions about the course content or about your progress. For basic questions about assignments 
and grading you should always check the syllabus and course schedule first to see if your 
question is answered there. In email messages, please include the full course and section number 
(e.g., HIST 1311 990), a salutation (e.g., “Dear Prof. Heil”), and your own name. This not only 
makes it clear to me who you are and what class you are in, but also accustoms you to 
professional standards of email communication. 
 
For technical problems (difficulty logging into Blackboard, accessing the course page, logging 
into your UALR email, etc.) you should contact UALR Blackboard Student Support 
(http://ualr.edu/blackboard/) or IT Services (http://ualr.edu/itservices/help/). Please note that 



Blackboard does not work well on mobile devices. To avoid potential problems, you should 
submit assignments, take exams, etc. on a laptop or desktop computer. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses that will result in a grade of “0” for the assignment 
in question, as well as possible further penalties as outlined in the UALR Student Handbook. For 
a brief explanation of what constitutes cheating, plagiarism, and other academic offenses, see the 
section of the UALR Student Handbook entitled “Academic Offenses” (also available 
here: http://ualr.edu/deanofstudents/1684-2/). Anything you present as your own work must be 
your own work. If you utilize the work of others—either by quoting their exact words or by 
rephrasing or summarizing their ideas and arguments—you must explicitly acknowledge this 
with a bibliographic citation (and quotation marks where appropriate). If you have any questions 
about what constitutes cheating or plagiarism, please do not hesitate to consult with me at any 
point during the semester. Ignorance is no excuse. 
 
University Inclement Weather Policy 
You can find the inclement weather policy here: https://ualr.edu/policy/home/admin/weather/. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments consistent with federal and 
state law. If you have a documented disability (or need to have a disability documented), and 
need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible, so that we can discuss 
with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the 
requirements of the course. The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable 
accommodations for students with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations are established 
through an interactive process among you, your instructor(s) and the DRC. Thus, if you have a 
disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP). 
For more information, please visit the DRC website at https://ualr.edu/disability. 
 


