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The North Little Rock Plan-
ning Commission denied a per-
mit Tuesday night that would 
have allowed River City Ministry 
to operate a day resource center 
for the area’s homeless.

While backers of the resource 
center plan to appeal the deci-
sion to the City Council, they 
said they were frustrated by 
Tuesday’s vote. Establishing the 
center was a goal of the Mayors’ 
Coalition on Homelessness, a 
panel appointed by the mayors 

of Little Rock and North Little 
Rock, in its efforts to end home-
lessness.

“I thought we’d come over 
here, and we’d be approved,” 
said Jim Woodell, River City 
Ministry’s executive director. 
“I’m surprised.”

Woodell plans to ask the 
North Little Rock City Council 
to reconsider the decision dur-
ing its next meeting on May 27.

Effie Green, who has lived in 
the neighborhood for 52 years, 
spoke in opposition to the per-
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PAPER TRAILS Report foretells more elderly, Hispanics
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Ty Borders discusses “Arkansas 2020,” a study that forecasts the state’s demographic picture.

Lawmakers
call for plan
before 2020

See REPORT, Page 7B
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Pulaski Technical College stu-
dent Kendra Bean, 19, of Little 
Rock signs a petition to qualify 
a scholarship lottery proposal for 
the November ballot Tuesday on 
the steps of the state Capitol.
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John and Jackie Hill, 17-month-old Lexi and son Devin, 9 (not pictured), heeded storm warnings and dashed 
to a neighbor’s storm shelter twice on Saturday. 

on scholarships, you can work 
on academic excellence, and 
you can do it in a way that fits 
your needs at the time,” said 
Dean Kumpuris, chairman of 
the UALR Board of Visitors. “It 

means a lot to the law school.”
The donation was also made 

in the name of Bowen’s wife, 
Connie.

Bowen, who was the law 
school’s dean from 1995 to 1997, 
said he saw the need for more 
unrestricted gifts during his ten-
ure. He hopes that the donation 
spurs other philanthropists to 
consider similar gifts.

Raising money with no 
strings attached is a challenge, 
particularly at a publicly funded 
university, Bowen said.

“At the time, the attitude was, 
‘This is a tax-supported school. 

Why do you need gifts?’” he said. 
“You had to climb over a pretty big 
wall to get over that attitude.”

Bowen, 85, has long-standing 
ties to the legal community in 
Arkansas.

He earned his law degree 
from the University of Arkan-
sas at Fayetteville in 1949. He re-
turned to Little Rock to practice 
law in 1954.

He later turned to banking, 
serving as chairman and chief 
executive officer of then-First 
Commercial Bank in Little 
Rock. 

W. Bowen C. Bowen

BROADCAST NEWS: Connie 
Chung (aka Mrs. Maury 
Povich) who has been a 
broadcast journalist and 
news co-anchor for NBC, 
CBS, ABC, CNN, and 
MSNBC, will be the featured 
commencement speaker 
for the Episcopal Collegiate 
School’s Class of 2008. The 
ceremony is set for 9:30 
Saturday morning.

In other broadcast news, 
James “Butch” Warren, 
executive director of support 
services and director of 
school maintenance services 
with the Pulaski County 
Special School District, will 
be featured on a forthcoming 
CNN prime-time news 
special.

The two-part series titled 
Black in America examines 
being black in America 40 
years after the assassination 
of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King  Jr. The special series 
airs at 8 p.m. CDT on July 23 
and 24. 

Others featured in the 
special include Warren’s wife, 
Judge Joyce Williams Warren, 
and their son Jonathan.

LET THE GAMES BEGIN! 
Robert Fant, who serves as 
the retail manager of the 
Capitol Cafe at Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital, departs 
for the Olympics in China 
this week.

Fant works for ARAMARK, 
the food service contractor 
for the hospital and the 
company chosen to handle 
food services for the 2008 
Olympic games in Beijing. 

He will spend three months 
in China preparing for the 
summer games and managing 
one of 22 dozen food service 
outlets in the Olympic 
Village, preparing food for the 
athletes.

GOING FOR THE GOLD: 
Speaking of the Olympics, 
Teresa Harrod of Little 
Rock is one of 25 finalists in 
Tyson’s “Gold Medal Mom” 
online contest. The winner 
will  score a trip for two to 
the 2008 Olympic Games in 
Beijing.

Harrod, a former gymnast 
herself and the mother of 
five, was nominated by her 
five children and husband 
Ty.

To vote for Harrod or view 
her video entry, visit www.
goldmedalmom.com.  Voting 
continues through June 11.

ON THE RADIO: For those just 
tuning in — popular Arkansas 
sports broadcaster Bo 
Mattingly has recently joined 
the lineup on Little Rock’s 
talk and sports radio station, 
KABZ, 103.7, The Buzz.

Mattingly’s locally-
produced SportsTalk show 
airs on the station from 1 to 4 
p.m. weekdays.

A TASTE OF NEW ORLEANS: 
Brenda and Darryl Westberry, 
who evacuated to Little Rock 
following Hurricane Katrina 
in August 2005, are bringing 
a taste of their former home 
with them.

The couple plan to open a 
franchise of the New Orleans-
based Smoothie King at 3500 
S. University Ave. in early to 
mid-June.

IN HER FOOTSTEPS: 
Longtime Little Rock-
based dancer, teacher, 
choreographer and 
singer Dot Callanen, who 
worked throughout central 
Arkansas, is being honored 
by an endowed statewide 
dance scholarship named 
for her.

The scholarship will be 
managed by the Arkansas 
Community Foundation 
and awarded by the Thea 
Foundation.
Paper Trails appears Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Contact Lin-
da Caillouet at (501) 399-3636 or at 
lcaillouet@arkansasonline.com.

Chung to 
speak to 
class of ’08
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CENTER RIDGE — Jackie 
Hill grew increasingly ner-
vous as Saturday’s storms ap-
proached.

Twice, tornadoes have robbed 
the Hills — one took John Hill’s 
job in February, another took the 
family’s home on May 2.

Twice on Saturday, the Hills 
fled to a relative’s storm shelter, 

fretting over that old adage: Bad 
things always come in threes.

As they huddled in the shel-
ter, Jackie sought to calm Lexi, 
her sobbing toddler, by singing 
“Jesus Loves Me.”

This scared 9-year-old Devin. 
Things must be pretty bad if his 
mom was belting out hymns. 

“Why are you singing that 
now?” he asked plaintively.

“When better to sing it?” 

his mom responded, launch-
ing into “Jesus Loves the Little 
Children.”

Jackie shared this story Sun-
day while sitting outside the 
family’s temporary residence, a 
formerly unoccupied house that 
belongs to John’s uncle. Lexi, 
17 months, toddled around the 
front yard, chattering to Uncle 
Robert’s turkeys and pulling up 

Family catches a break, breathes
Latest storms bypass stricken clan; ‘thank you,’ dad tells donors
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Lt. Gov. Bill Halter said 
Tuesday that enough signa-
tures have been collected to 
get his lottery proposal on the 
Nov. 4 ballot.

If voters adopt his proposed 
constitutional amendment, the 
Legislature could create state 
lotteries in Arkansas as early 
as next year to pay for college 
scholarships.

“We are thereby one step 
closer to providing higher 
education opportunities for 
Arkansas’ students to attend 
Arkansas’ colleges and univer-
sities,” Halter said at a news 
conference on the Capitol’s 
front steps with several college 
students and union members.

He said the Hope for Ar-
kansas committee, which he 
formed to promote his pro-
posal, will continue collecting 
signatures. The goal is to get 
100,000, he said.

The committee must turn 
in at least 77,468 signatures 
on a petition by July 7 to the 
secretary of state to get the 
proposed amendment on the 
ballot.

The petition also must have 
signatures from at least 15 of 
the state’s 75 counties and each 
of those counties’ petitions 

Halter:
Lottery
proposal
qualifies
Student’s signature
‘symbolic 77,468th’

See FAMILY, Page 7B
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William H. Bowen, a former 
lawyer, banker and aide to then-
Gov. Bill Clinton, has given a $1 
million gift to his namesake law 
school at the University of Ar-
kansas at Little Rock, officials 
said Tuesday.

While most donations are 
earmarked for specific purposes 
like scholarships or construction 
projects, the W.H. Bowen School 
of Law can use the donation as 
it sees fit.

“An unrestricted gift of $1 
million means you can work 

Bowen adds to law-school legacy
Ex-dean gives $1 million to UALR, hopes to spur other donors

See BOWEN, Page 6B
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Arkansas needs to prepare 
for major demographic shifts 
that will place new demands 
on services as the state’s pop-
ulation gets older and more 
diverse, according to a report 
released Tuesday.

The state’s population is ex-
pected to grow to 3.58 million 
in 2020, up from 2.83 million in 
2007 and 2.67 million in 2000, 
according to Arkansas 2020, a 
legislative study of Arkansas’ 
changing population and its fu-
ture effects on state services.

Between 2000 and 2020, 
the number of people between 
ages 60 and 69 is expected to 
grow 70 percent to 378,741, and 
the number of people between 
ages 70 and 79 will grow 38 
percent to 233,597.

The number of Hispanics in 
Arkansas is projected to nearly 
triple from 86,866 in 2000 to 
240,404 in 2020.

The state needs to prepare 
for the changes before it’s too 
late, said David Underwood, 
associate vice president for 
academic affairs at Arkansas 
Tech University and one of the 
study’s authors.

“We need to make this 

See POLICE, Page 6B
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Little Rock’s police union 
voted overwhelmingly Tues-
day to urge officers not to join 
in a federal suit against the city 
contending that officers should 
be paid for “donning and doff-
ing” their uniforms.

“I believe it’s frivolous; I 
believe it’s ridiculous, and I 
believe it’s asinine,” said Mark 
Knowles, president of the 
city’s Fraternal Order of Po-
lice lodge.

Speaking at a news con-
ference after the meeting, 
Knowles said that the suit was 
“not something we want to as-
sociate ourselves with.”

Thomas J. “Rick” Musticchi, 
a 13-year veteran of the Police 
Department filed the suit Fri-
day in U.S. District Court in 
Little Rock.

The suit seeks back pay for 
uniformed officers to com-
pensate them for the time af-
ter they “don” their uniforms 
before their shift through the 
time they “doff” their uniforms 
after their shift.

Little Rock attorney Clark 
Mason, who filed the suit on 
Musticchi’s behalf, said Tues-

Don-doff
police-pay
suit draws
union’s no 




